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DiRECHOxs for the Ute of the 
following CONSIDERATIONS. * 
= 1 Ale Choice of a proper Time and 
Place for Recolletion; and ſbut 
the Daorof thy Heart as much as poſe 
le againſt the World, and its diſtrac- 
[ing Cares and Affection. 

:, Place ; thyſelf in the Preſence of iby 
rod, repreſenting bim to tbyſe f by a 
eh Faith, as filing Heeven and 
arih anith bis mncomprebenjible Majeſ- 
:), or . as reſiding with all bis Aetri- 
bates an the very Center of tby own 
gaul. Proſtrate thyſelf in Spirit be- 

{re him, to adore this Soveraigu Lord; 
male an Offering of thy whole ſeif un» 
% bim; aud bumbly beg Pardon for all 
:by paſt Treaſons againſi him.” 

. Impiore with Feruour and Humility 
tis Light and Grace, that the great 
7ruths of the Goſpel may make 'a due 
Inpre ſſion upon Soul, that thox 
may 'ſt eſfectually learn to fear him, 
and : love bim. Ve 15 

. Read leiſurely, and with ſerions Ar- 
[ention the Chapter for the Day: Grue 
:hy Soul. Time ta, digeſt what thou art 
eading; and pauſe more pariicuiart 
» thoſe Points, which affect thee moſt. 

Ko A 2 5. That 


* 
5 arr. * 


Dixrxerroxs, Sc. 

5. That thy Reading may partake the 
more of- the Nature of mental Prayer, 
ſtrive to draw from thy Contfiderations 
ſuch Aﬀettions as are ſuitable to the 
Subject, by ſtirring np for example in 
thy Soul the Fear and Love of God; 
a Confidence in his Goodneſs z a Senſe 
of Gratitnde for his Benefits 5 the Hor- 
ror of Sin; à Sincere Repentauce for 

thy own paſt Sinus, aud ſuch lite: Open 
ty Heart as much as thox canſt to theſe 
Afﬀedions, that ſo theſe great and ne- 

- cefſary Virtues may tale the deeper 
Root there. | 2% 

6. Conclude thy Conſiderations with holy 

. Reſolutions of Amendment of Life, 
inſiſting in particular on the Failing: 
to which thon art moſs ſulject; and 
firmly determine with thyſelf to begin 
to put theſe Reſulutions in Execution, 

upon ſuch Occaſious as may occur that 
very Day. 5 

7, Often reflect in the day-time on the 
chief Points of thy Conſideration ; leſt 

the Enemy rob thy Soul of this divine 

Seed, by making thee quickly ſurges 

what thou haſt been reading and con- 
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REFLE CT I ONS 


The Grkar Tah of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 


On the Neceſſity of Conſideration. 


\ The Firſt Da. 


1/t, Thoſe Words 
of the Prophet Jerem. With” 

| (ARR deſolation is the whole earth 
W laid deſolate, becauſe there 
= it wo owe who thinks in bis 
Heart; Ferem. 12. V. II. And, reflect 


how the is is, ay the Want of Confer: | (| 


A 3 Aleratios 
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6 On the Neceſſity 
deration on the great. Truths of Chriſti- 
anity, is the chief Source of all our 
Evils. Alas! The greateſt Part of Men 
ſeldom or neyer think either af their 
firſt Beginning, or laſt Eud: They nei— 
ther conſider who brought them into 
the World, nor for what; nor reflect 
ou that Eternity, into which they ate 
juſt about to ſtep. Hence all their Pur- 
ſuits are earthly and temporal, as if 
they were only made for this Life, or 
were to be always here, Death, Judg- 
ment, Heaven and Hell, make but Tirtle 
Impre {ion upon them, becauſe they don't 
give them leiſure to fink deep into their 
Souls by the Means of ſerious Confrde- 
ration, They run on With their Eyes 
ſhut to the Precipice of a miſetable E- 
terriity, and only then begin to think, 
when chey find themſelves lodg'd in 
that Place of Woe, where their Horm 
ſhall never die, and their Fire ſball ne- 
ver be quench'd. Ah! My poor Soul, 
take care that this be not thy Caſe, 
Conſider, adh, That we gannot be 
_ without. knowing God and loving 
im above al! Things. Now we can 
neither #yow him, nor leve him as we 


ought, 
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of ChustpYRAtron, % 
ought, without the Help of | Confidtra- 
tion. Tis this which diſcovers to us 
the infinite Petfections of this ſoveraig® 
Being; his charming Beauty; his ter- 
nal Love for us, and all the Benefits 
which he has beſtowed uphn us his 
moſt undeſerving and ungrateful Ctea 
tures: All which, alas? make no Im- 
preſſion on us without ſerious Conſide- 
ration. All Things that are about os, 
the Heavens, the Earth and evety Crea- 
care therein, ceaſe not to- preach God 
unto us, and invite us to love him: 
Bat without Confideration we are deaf 
to this Voice of the whole Creation; 
we ate like thoſe that have Eyes, and 
{ce not; that have Eats,” aud hear not. 
Ah! The great and dreadful Miſchief 
tat follow from the Want of that true 
Knowledge of God, which is the Fruit 
of daily Conſideration | Is it not upon 
this Account that the whole World is 
ver- tun with Wiekedneſs; and” that 
Hell opens wide its Jaws devouritg 
without End or Number the: unhappy 
Children of Adam, becauſe God is for- 
got, Bet auſe there is 10 Knowledge of God 
% Earth. Olea 4. v. 1. 


ꝙ9 4 Conſe 


8 On the Neceſi x 


ns der, 3aly,' That to fave our 
[Souls we mult alſo. know ourſelves-: 


We muſt know. our Miſery and Cor- 


tuption, that we may be humble, and 
difſide in ourſelves; we muſt know our 
irregular lnclinations and Paſſions, that 
we may fight againſt them, and ovel- 
come them 4 we muſt ſtudy aud watch 
the Motions of our own Hearts, that 
we may not be: ſurprized by Sin, and 
fleep in Death. And how can this all- 
neceſſary Knowledge of ourlelyes, this 
Science of the Saints, be acquired with- 
out the Help of daily Conſideration. Ah! 
How unhappy are they who know all 
Things eife,, and ate Strangers to them- 
ſelves. Let us then daily pray with St. 
Auguſtin, Noverim te, noverim ja, | 
give me Grace to know thee, Lord give 
me Grace to know myſelt : And. let us 
labour for theſe two moſt neceſſary Sci- 
ences by frequent Conſiderations.) 
Coxſider, abi, That jn order to 
nouriſh in our Souls the wholeſome F. eat 
of God, which, is the Beginning of true 
Wiſdom, and ſpur ourſelves, on in the 
Way of Virtue; we muſt alſo ſeriouſly 
reflect on the Enormity of Sin, and 
| 1 the 


of CONSIDERATION, 9 
ihe Hatred God bears unto it; on the 
dreadful Effects of Sin in the Soul, and 
on the Multitude of our own Sins in 
particular; on the Vanity, Miſery and 
Deceitfulneſs of the World; on the 
Comfort and Happineſs that attends a 
virtuous Life; on the Shortneſs ' of 
Time, and the dreadful Length of E- 
ternity; on the Certainty and Un- 
certainty of Death, and the Sentiments- 
we ſhall have when we come to die; 
on the ſmall Number of the Elec, c. 
Ah, Chriſtians, let us not neglect this 
great Means of Salvation! Twas the 
Conſideration of theſe Truths that has 
made ſo many Saints; that has fo of- 
ten reclaimed even the moſt abandon'd 
Sinners. O! What a profound Lethar- 
zy muſt that Soul be in, which is not 
zous'd at the Thunder of thoſe dread- 
fu! Truths, Death, Judgment, Hell, 
Eternity? 1 
Conſider, 5thly, The bitter but fruit- 
ſels Repentance of the Damn'd con- 
demning their paſt Folly in having 
thought ſo little on thoſe Things on 
which they ſhall now think for all E, 
ternity. Senſeleſs Wretches as we were, 
| A 5 we 
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we had once our Time, when 
thinking upon this miſerable Eternity. 
we might have eſcaped it! Thoſe end- 
leſs Joys of Heaven were offered us at 
a cheap Rate when a little Reffectiou 
on them might have put us in the Way 
of ſecuring to ourſelves the everlaſting 
Poſſeſſion of them. But, alas !- we 
would not think then; and now ' tis 
too late. O my Soul, learn thou to 
be wile by their Misfortune : Reflect 
in this thy Day, on the Things that 
appertain to thy eternal Peace; think 
well on thy laſt End; meditate on the 
great Truths of the Goſpel. Thou 
muſt either think of them now, or here- 
after, when the Thought of them will 
only ſerve to aggravate thy un for 
all Eternity. 


S 
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GHAP. 


On the End of our Creation. 


The Second Day. 


'OxsDERr, Firſt, Chriſtian Soul, 
that ſo wy Fears ago, — 
v 


our CREATION. 11 


waſt not yet come into the World, 
and that thy Being was a meer No- 
things. Tie World had laſted neat up- 
on lix thouſand Years, with innume· 
rable TranſaQions! and Revolutions in 
every Nation, and where waſt thon all 
that while? Alas! Thou walt ingulf*d 
in the decp Abyſs of Nothing, infi- 
nitely beneath the Condition of the 
meaneſt Creature upon Earth; and 
what could'ſt thou do remaining there ? 
Learn then to humble thyſelf, war- 
ever Advantages thou may'ſt enjoy of 
Nature or Grace, ſince of thyſelf thou 
art Nothing; and all that thou haſt 
dove Nothing has been given or lent 
thee dy thy Maker. Ah! Poor Wretch, 
what haſt thou to be N of? Or 
what canſt thou call thy ow „but No- 
thing, and Sin which is work than No- 
thing? 

Conſider, z dy, That te Almighty 
and of God deſcending into that deep 
Abyſs of Nothing, has drawn thee forth 
from thence, and given thee this Being 
which thou now enjoyeſt, the not 
accompliſh'd and perfe& of any in this 
inn World, capable of knowing and 
A 6 5 loving 
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Lock forward into that immenſe. Eter- 


and Deeds has been referred to him 
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loving God in this Lite, and de ſignid : 
for an everlaſting Happineſs. with him 50 
in the next. Admire and adore the 
Bounty of thy God, who from all E- 
ternity has deſign'd this Being fot thee 
preferably to Jo many Millions of o- 
thers which he has left behind, that had 
as fair a Title to a Being as thou hadſt. 


nity for which thou haſt been created, 
and thanktully acknowledge, that the 
Love thy* God bears thee has neither 
Beginning nor End, but reaches from 
Eternity to; Eter ni. 
Conſiaer, zadly, That being created 
by Almighty God, and having, teceived 0 
thy whole Being from him, by the n 
zuſteſt - of all Titles thou belongeſt to l 
him; and att obliged to conſecrate to ˖ 
his Service all thy Powers, Faculties, ( 
| 
l 
| 
| 


and Senſes ; and art guilty of a moſt 
crying Injuſtice, as often as thou abuſeſt 
any Part of thy Being, by employing 


it in the Purſuit of Vanity and Sin. 


Ah l. my. poor Soul, how. lictle have 
we hitherto, thought of this? How 
Imall a Part of our Thoughts, Words 


who 


y_— "9 HO 
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who is our firſt Beginning, and there- 


tore onght to be the laſt End of all 
our Actions? Be confounded at ſo 1 
an Abuſe; repent and amend. 

Conſider, 4thly; That God, who 


; thee thy Being, and. who creat al 


Things elſe in this viſible World for 
thy 'Service, has created thee for him- 
ſcif alone. Not that he ſtood in need 
of thee, or can receive from thes any 
Encreafe or, Addition to his Happineſs; 
but that he might give thee his Grace 
in this Life, and the endleſs Joys of 
his Kingdom in the next. Stand aſto- 
niſn'd, Chriſtian Soul, at the Bounty 
of thy Creator, in making thee far ſo 
noble an End; and ſince thou waſt 
made for God, be aſhamed to con- 
tent thyſelf wich any Thing Jeſs than 
God: Learn then to contemn all that 


s Earthly and Temporal, as Things 


beneath thee, and unworthy of thy At- 
ſection. Lament thy paſt Folly, and 
that of the far greateſt Part of Mane 
find, who ſpend their Days in vain A- 
muſements, i in reſtleſs Cares about paint- 
ed Toys and mere Trifles; and ſel- 
dom ot never think of that great * 
or 


14 On the End, Ec. 


for which alone they came into this 
World. 

Conſider, 5 thy, That all the Powers 
and Faculties of thy Soul, thy Will, 
thy Memory, thy Underſtanding, and 
all the Senſes and Parts of thy Body 
were all given. by thy Creator, as ſo 
many Means to attain to this End of 
thy Creation, to be employ'd during 
thy ſhort Abode in this tranſitory Life, 
in the Service of thy God, and ſo to 
bring thee to the eternal Enjoyment 
of him in the ſweet Repoſe of his 
bleſſed Kingdom. Alas! my Soul, 
have we not perverted all theſe Gifts 
of our Maker, in turning them all a- 
gainſt the Giver? Have Mercy on us, 
O Lord, have Mercy on us; Pardon 
our paſt Treaſons, and give us Grace 
now to begin to be wiſe for Eternity. 


CHAP, 


(15) 
CHAP, HI 
On the Benefits of G 0 Da: 
The Third Da xv. 


ORS DER, Firft, My Soul: how 
many and how great are thy 
Obligations to the Bounty ot 
thy God. He has thought of thee 
rom all Eternity; he has loved thee 
from all Eternity : All thoſe Bleflings 
ad Favours, which he has beſtowed 
pon thee in Time, he deſigned for 
thee from all Eternity; They ate all 
the Conſequences of his eternal Love 
fur thee. ls it poſſible that fo great a 
(od, the moſt High, and the moſt 
Holy, who dwells in Eternity, ſhould 
ſet his -Aﬀe&ctions, upon ſuch à poor 
fnful Worm'of the Earth! Is it poſ- 
ile, my Soul, that thou ſhouldit have 
had a Place from all Eternity in the 
Heart of thy God; and that this eter- 
nal Mind ſhonld never have been one 
Moment without thinking on thee! 
Ah, poor Witetch, What Return —4 
| mou 
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thou made for this ancient Love ? How 
late haſt thou loved him, who has loved 
thee from ali Eternity? How little haſt 
thou thought of him, who always thinks 
on thee ? 

Conſider, zaly, That thy God has 
not only given thee by Creation thy 
Soul and Body, with all their Powers 
and Faculties, and in: a word, what- 
ever thou haſt and whatever thou art; 
but alſo preſerves them each Moment 
by the Benefit of , Conſervation, Which 
may be call'd a continual Creation, For 
as nothing but his Almighty Hand could 
give thee this Being; ſo none but he 
could preſerve thee fromifalling back in- 
to thy former Nothing; which mult 
 infallibly have happen'd to thee, if thy 


God had but for one Moment with- | 


drawn his ſupporting Hand. Poor Sinner, 
why didſt thou not think of this, when 
by thy repeated Crimes thou waſt wa- 
ging War with thy God; And he with 
incomparable Love was Night and Day 
watching over thee? How didſt thou 
dare preſume ſo often and for ſo long 
a time to provoke him, who held the 


Thread of thy Life in his Hand, and 
who 


On, the Benefits of Gov. ap 


who every Moment could have cruſh'd 
hee into Nothing, or caſt thee head 
loug into Hell? O! Bleſſed by all Crea- 
tures de his Mercy for ever, for hav- 
ing borne With thee ſo long 

Conſider, zaly, The ineſtimable Be- 
nefit of our Redemption, hy Which 
zur loving God has reſcued us from 
Sin, and from Hell the juſt Reward of 
vin. Alas! my poor Soul, we muſt 
have deen loſt for ever, had not this 
ſoveraign Maker and Lord of Heaven 
and Earth loved us to that Degree, 
45 to deliver himſelf up to the moſt 
cruel and ignominious Death of the 
Croſs for our Redemption. Greater Love 
han this no Man hath, that one: lay 
drwun his Life for his Friends, St. John 


15. v. 13. But, O dear Lord, thou 


hat carried thy Love much farther than 


this, in Dying for thoſe, wha by Sin 


were thy declared Enemies; in Dying 
for ſuch ungrateful-Wretches, as would 
icarce ever thank thee for thy Love, 
and ſeldom or never ſo much as pity 
thy Sufferings, or take any notice of 
them. Ah! Chriſtians, What ſhall we 


molt admire, to ſee this great Men. 
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of Heaven and Earth (in compariſon 
with whom the whole Creation is juſt 
nothing, or rather leſs than nothing) 
expiring on a Croſs for ſuch deſpiea- 
ble Worms as we are; or to ſee thoſe, 
who believe this amazing Truth, take 
ſo little Notice of this immenſe Love, 
which will be a juſt Subject of Aſto- 
niſhment to Men and Angels for all E- 
ternity. 

Conſider, 4thly, How much we owe 
to God for having call'd us to the 
true Faith, preferably to ſo many Mil- 
lions, which he has left behind in 
Darkneſs and the Shades of Death. Alas! 
Poor Souls, how deplorable is their Con- 
dition, void as they are of the Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, or of his only 
Spouſe the true Catholick Church. 
How little do they think of God, or 
of the Life to come ? With how little 
Apprehenſion or Remorſe do they run 
on from Sin to Sin, and die impeni- 
tent? Ah! The Goodneſs of God that 
has not ſuffered vs to fall into ſuch 
Miſery, though born and bred up. a- 
midſt a People ſeduced by Error: Or, 
it we have alſo had the Misfortune, like 

our 
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ont Neighbours, to bave gone aſtray 
from the Womb, has by a more diſ- 
tinguiſning Mercy drawn us out of 
the Dragon's Jaws, and brought us to 
his Fold the Catholick Church. Bleſ- 
{-1 be our God for ever for all his Mer- 
cies. O! What an ineſtimable Hap- 
pineſs it is, to have, by the Means of 
this Grace of Vocation, God himſelf 
for our Father, and his Holy Church 
ſur our Mother: To paſs this tranfi- 
tory Life in the happy Society of the 
eule Spouſe of God's only Son; to be 
daily Partakers of the Sacraments, thofe 
heavenly Conduits of divine Grace ; to 
live and die in the Communion of the 
Saints, Sc. Ah, Bleſſed is the People who 

have the Lot for their God. PC. 143. 
Conſider, 5thly, Chriftian Soul, who- 
ever thou art, the particular Providence 
of God towards thee: With how ma- 
ny Graces he has prevented thee from 
ty tender Years, From how many 
Misfortunes he has preſerved thee. Has 
he not borne with thee for à long time, 
whilſt others have been cut off in 
their Sins? Are there not Millions 
aow burning in Hell for leſſer 5 
than 


1 

5 
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20 On the Dignity 

than thou haſt committed? Reflect 6þ 
the Advantages thou haſt receivedis 
bove 1 houſands : What Convenience 
of Life, what Friends, what Health; 
Sc. whilſt ſo many more : worthy than 


thyſelf, have been abandon'd to Poverty 


and Miſery. Ah! admire the unſpealy 


able Goodneſs of thy God to thee : Bel 


aſtoniſh'd and confounded at thy pal 
Ingratitude: Refolve from henceforth 


never. to ceaſe giving him Thanks, and 
bleſſing his Name. 


CHAP, IV 


On ay Dignity and bee, of 4 
_ -» Chriſtiap | 


- The Fourth D AY, 


Ons1pER, Firſt, That every Chi | 


tian dy Natuce, and inaſinus 


as he is a Man, is the moſt on | 


fect of all viſible Creatures, endowe( 
wich Undesſ}anding and Reaſon z com 
poſed. of a Body whoſe Structure iſ 

admirable 


— . a> 40 + — — * * — c —U—äẽ —. . — — — , 
—ͤ——àZ—ůͤ . — — — <a 


and | Obligation of 6 q py „ian. 21 


T onMdmirable, - and «ta ſpiritual and im! 
ed „nortal Soul, created to the Image and 
ence Likeneſs of God, and capable af the 
calth eternal Foijoyment of him; inrich'd with 
tha. re- will; 3 and advanced by his-Crea- 
vertyMcor, to the Dignity of Lord and Maſter 
peakWo! all other Creatures; though not de- 
: BefWign'd: to meet wich bis Happineſs in 
palin of them, but in the Creator alone. 
eforth{EAh my Soul, haſt thou hitherto been 
„ andM-n ble of the . Diguity of thy Nature? 
Hait thou not too often like Brute 
Beats lob k'd no fatther than this Earth, 
—— is, theſe preſent material and ſenſi- 
e 7 hings ? Haſt thou not too often 
aade thyſelf a Slave to Creatures, which 
ere only made to ſerve the? 
Conſider, 2dly, That every Chriſtian 
y Grace, and inaſmuch as be is 4 
ariſtian, has been by the Sacrament 
f Baptiſm advanced to the Participati- 
©: of the divine Nature, and made the 
lopred Child of God, Heir of God; 
nd Co-heir with Chriſt... He has been 
nade the Temple of the moſt Highs 
onſecrated by the Sprinkling of the 
good of Chrift, and the Unction of his 
atace; And has receiv'd at the ſame 
8 Time 


3 


27 . W be Dięniiy | 
Time an unqueſtionabie Right and Title 
to an everlatting Kingdoin. O! Chrif- 
tian Soul, didſt thou ever yet enter- 
tain a ſerious Thought of the' Great- 
nels of this Dignity to which thou hau 
been raiſed at thy Baptiſin? How has 
thy Life correſponded to this Dignity? 
O Child of Heaven, how long wilt 
thou be a Slave to the Earth ? 

Confider, 34ly, That as the Diguity 
of a Chriſtian is very great, ſo alfo the 
Obligations that attend this Dignity are 
greater than the Generality of Chrif 
tians imagine. Theſe Obligations are 
in ſhort compriz'd id our Bapriſmal En- 
gagements. The firſt Condition, upon 
which we were by Baptiſm adopted in- 
to God's Family was that of Faitb. 
The Minifter of Cöriſt examined ns 
at the Font upon every Articie of our 
Belief; and to each Interrogarion we an- 
fwer'd by the Movths of our Godfather; 
and Godmothers, Credo, I ds believe, 
What has thy Faith becn, O! my Soul? 
Has ic been conforinable to this thy 
Profemon? Has it been Firm without 
wavering? Has it been 'Gererors, ſo. as 
got to be aſhamed of the Dod: ine of 


thy 
* 
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and Obligations of a Cbriſtian. 23 
thy heavenly Maſter, or the Maxim 
of his Goſpel? Has it ſhe wed ix ſelf in 
thy Actions? Or baſt thou not been 
of the Number of thoſe, whoſe Life 
heit MI gives the Lie to their Faith, of whom 
has MN the Apoſtle complains, Tit. 1. Vo make 
ity ? Frofeſſion of knowing God, but deny him 
wilt h their Vorl. 5 ce 

Confider, ' 4thly, That at our Bap- 
uity W ſu we made à folemu Renunciation 
the of „ Devil, and all bis Worts, and 
are / bis Pomps. Have we ever ſeriouſly. - 
dri reſected upon this Renunciation; or 
are © do we rightly underſtand the Obligati- 
En- ons of it? And yet our Title to the 
pon laheritance of our heavenly Father is 
in- forfeited in the Moment that we are 
2th, Ml falſe to this ſucred Engagement. Ah! 
| us my Soul, if thou haſt renouaced Satan, 
our take care that in the Practice of thy 
an- Lite thou keep far from him: Fake 
hers I car: thou be no longer his Slave by 
eve, Sin. Fly from all bis Worte, the Works 
zu? No Darkneſs: | Let him henceforth find 
thy nothing in thee, that he may” claim for 
ont lis own, and by Means of which: he 
2.25 nay alſo lay claim to thee. Deſpiſe his 
» of un Poreps, the falſe Appearances of 
ity Grandeur , 
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Grandeur, the Prodigality, Vanity and 


ſinful Divertiſements, by which he cheats 
poor Worldlings into his Nets: And, il 
at ary. Time. thou art invited to take 


Part in theſe Fooleries, Repeat to thy- 
{elf enoſe Words of St. Augaſtin, Mu 


beſt thou to do with the Pamp ef the De- 


vil, which thon haſt renonnced? 


Conſider, 51bly, That at Bipriſin each 


one of us, according to the ancient Ce- 
remony of the Catholiek Church, was 
clothed. with a white: Garment, which 


the Miniſter of Chri/# gave us with theſe 


Words. | Receive this white Garment, 
which thou ſhalt. carry without Spot or 
ain before the Fudgment Seut of Chriſt. 
Happy Souls, that comply with this 
Obligation! What a Comfort will it be 
to them in Life, what a Joy and Sarif- 
faction in Death, to have kept this 
Robe of Innocence undefiled! But, O! 
baptiſmal Innocence, where ſhall we 
find thee in this unhappy” Age? O! 


Blindneſs and Stupidity of the Children 
of Adam, that part ſo eaſily with ſuch 
an ineſtimable Treaſure: Alas! my 
poor Soul, has it not been thy Mit 
tortane? O make haſte to waſh 2 
2 14. Wit 


and Obligations ᷓ «Chriſtian. 2g 
ith penitential Fears thoſe dreadfül 
tains of Sin, which otherw¾iſe muſt be 
e eternal F uel ann, mercileſs 
— Nen b l 100 
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A Fri, Thoſe Words of 
the wiſeſt of. Men, &ccleſ«, I, 
Vanity of Hanities, and all is Va- 
And detect how itruly vin are 

I Chas Things which deluded World- 
ings ſeek. with fo + much - Eegernels. 
ouvurs,, Riches e Plea- 

ures are all but painted Bubbles, Which 
ook at a Diſtance ag if they wete 
omething, but have nothing of | real 
ubſtance in them; and, inſtead of a 
011d Content and Joy, bring nothing 
rich them but à ttifling Satisfadion 

f 2 Moment, fallow'd- with Cates, 
| a Uneafineſs, 


26 Du the. Vanity: . 


'Uneaſineſs, Apprehenſions and: Remi 
Ah! Bubbles indeed, which their 
mirers no ſooner offer to lay hold-q 
but they diſſolve into Air, and e 
their Hands empty. O! How juſtlh 
were all worldly Enjoy ments by es 
Royal Prophet liken'd to a DreamWui 
Dormierunt ſomnum ſuum, & nibil mu 
nerunt omues viri Diviliarum in manil 
ſuis. Pſalm 75. They have ſlept o 
their ſhort Sleep, arid when they wal 
they find nothing in their Hands « 
all thoſe Things, which in their Dre; 
they ſeem'd to poſſeſs, O Ne Som 
Men, how long will you be in love wi 
Vanity, and run after Lies? Pf. 4. 
Couſi * wg That ſaying. of 
Auguſtin, L Confeſ. C. 1. Th 
haſt made us, 0 Lord, for thyſelf; 6 
our Hearts cannot reſt till they reſd1 
thee : And reflect that our — Cre 
tor has given us a noble Soul, made 
his own Image, and, like him, Spiritus 
and Immortal; which therefore can n 
ver find its Happineſs in earthly ag 
fading Things. No, my Soul, thou hal 
an Underſtanding. and Will capable 
contemplating the ae Beauty ac 
# ſoveraig 
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weraign Truth, and of enjoying the 
ir Mae ſupreme infinite Good: and what- 
er is lefs than himz:+s not worthy of 
je, Ah! Reſolde then no longer 
tire thy ſelf and waſte away thy Spi- 
ts, in running like a Child after theſe 
utter flies: But ſince than canſt not 
2 Without ſeeking for Happineſs; 
ek it in God's Name where it is 
de found, that is, in the Way of 
Wirtue and Devotion, and not in the 
Paths which lead to endleſs Miſe- 


Conſider, 3dly, The ſhortneſs of all 
Worldly Enjoyments. Man's Days are 
ry ſnort: The 1l6hgeſt Life is - leſs 
jan one Moment, if compared with 
Thiternity. A thouſand Mears in the Sight 
God, that js, in the very Truth, 
e but as yeſterday that is paſt and gone, 
am 89. Alas! Does not daily Expe- 
made (Fence ſhew us, that we are here to 
SpirituWay, and gone to Morrow; and no 
can nꝗponer out of Sight, but ought of Mind 
thliy ano: For as ſoon as we are in the Grave, 
thou haoſe- that we leave -hetifhd think no 
apable ore of us. AH Fleſh is Graſt, ſays the 
auty ang cophet Iſaiab, c. 40, and all the Glory 
ſoveraig a 2 of 
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28 On the. Vanity 


of it is but like that of the Flower" of 
the Field. And what is that, but flou- 
riſhing in the Morning, and fading in 
the Evening. O! How truly is ont 
Life liken'd by St. James, c. 4. tog 
Vapour, or a thin Smoak which is dis 
pers'd by the firſt Puff of Wind, and we 
ſee no more of it? How juſtly! is | 
compared by Solomon, Wiſdom, ©. "x 
to a Shadow, or to the Paſſing: of 
Bird upon the Wing, or an  Arron 
from the Bow which leaves no'Mark 
behind it? Ah! How vain it is to ſai 
our Hearts upon what we met len 
ſo ſoon? 
Conſider, 4atbly, What is now becom 
of all thoſe great ones of this World, 
thoſe mighty Monarchs, thoſe gallam 
Generals, thoſe wile 'Stateſmen; thoſe ce 
lebrated Beauties. c. which made ſuc 
a Figure a hundred Vears ago. * Alas! 
They are all long fince dead and gone, 
and now few 'or none ever think d 
them, or - ſcarce know there ever "went 
any ſuch Perſons : Juſt: ſo will it:t 
with us a few Years hence. Ah ! World 
lings give Ear for one Moment to'thoſs 


that are gone before you, who from then 
ſilen 


of the WORLD, 29 


wer „ent Monuments where the Remain- 


it flou- er of their Duſt lies mingled with the 
ning in ommon Earth, call upon you in the 


ords of the wiſe Man. Memento ja- 
icii mei; fic enim erit & tuum: mibi 
eri, tibi hodie. Eccleſ. c. 38. Re- 
ember what we are to come to; it will 
don be the ſame with you: It was 
dur Turn yeſterday, it will be yours 
o Day. We once had our Parts to 
ct upon the Stage of the World; we 
once were young, ſtrong and healthy, 
s you are now, and thought as little 
s you of what we are now come to: 
Like you we ſet our Hearts upon thoſe 
rifles and Toys, that we could but 
enjoy for a Moment, and for theſe we 
eglected Eternity. Senſeleſs Wretches 
s we were, we Choſe rather to be 
Slaves to a cheating World, to uncon- 
[tant periſhable Creatures, which aban- 
don'd us ſo ſoon, than to ſerve that 
ord and Maſter to whom nothing dies ; 
and who neither in Life nor Death 
ever forſakes thoſe that forſake not 
him. O! Chriſtians; let us take this 
Warning: Let the Miſcarriages of ſo 
many others teach us to be wiſe: Let 
a 3 us 
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30 On the: Happineſs 


aus not ſet our Hearts on this miferadWii 
ble World; nor look upon any Thing" 
truly Great, but that which is Eternal 


DL 
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On the Ilurpincſi of ſerving G 7 D, 
The Sixth D A b. i 40 " 


1 Fin, Thoſe Words. of 
the Prophet Iſaiab, Say 10 the juf 
Min, It is well, Iſai. 3. and re- 

Ac& on the manifald Advantages which 
this ſhort Word Well, comprizes « and 
enfures to the Jult, both for Time auf 
Eternity. Honour, Riches and Pleaſure 
are the Things an which the Word 
lets the greateſt Value: But they ate 
not to be found where the World ſceks 
them, but only in the Service of God. 
Can any Honour upon Earth be com- 
parable to that of being a Servant, a 
Friend, an adopted Sou of the great 
King of Heaven? Such a Soub is: far 
mot dignified in wo Eves of Gone 

| is 
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niſers, Nis Angels, than the i greateſt Empetour 
ThingWo the Univerſe. She is a Child of the 
ternal Father, a Spouſe of the eternal 


Son, a Temple of the eternal Spirit: 
Heireſs to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nd Siſter and Companion to the An- 
gels. O! my Soul, let ſuch Honours 
is theſe be = oply Objedts of thy Am- 
dition. 

Conſider, dy, That the trueſt Richns! 
re to be found in the Service of God; 
ot indeed always thoſe worldly; Pot-; 
off:0i0ns, which are attended with: ſo ma- 
the ju Cares and Fears; which are daily 
nd te- Nx poſed to ſo many Accidents; and 
which hich are not capable of ſatisfy ing the 
es and leart: But the ineſtimable Treaſure of 
me ande Grace of God, which is the Seed 
leaſureſhf everlaſting Glory ; the Gifts: of the, 
WorldFoly Ghott ; the Love of God; in a 
ey ate Ford, God himſelf ; whom the whole 
d ſeeks vorld cannot take tram the Soul, un- 
f God. s ſhe be ſo miſerably blind as to drive; 
e com m away by mortal Sin. Add to this 
vant, aße fatherly Prqvidenee ) of God: aver: 
e great e Juſt ; that his Eyes are al ways: up 
is far em to take care of their Welfare; 
ö { 942 nf 990 f 1 N 
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32 On the Happineſs 
That his Angels always encamp abou! 
them to guard them by Night and by 
Day, P/. 33. v. 8. That as he formerly 
ſaid to Abraham, Gen. 15. He himſelf 
is their Protector, and their Reward" ex 
_ ceeding great. He is their Friend and. 
the beſt of Friends, the Shepherd off 
their Souls, who leads them out to his 
admirable Paſtures, to the Fountains 
living Water. His Tenderneſs toward 
them is beyond that of à Father, nay be- 
yond that of the tendereſt Mother, Iſai. 
49. v. 15, 16. In ſhort, God is al 
Things to thoſe that fear him. 0 
my Soul, ſeek no other Treaſure the 
bim. Fear nothing but the loſing bim 
If thou haſt him, nothing can mak 
thee miſerable ; -but without him wy 
can make thee happy: 
Conſider, 34dly, The Pleaſures that at 
tend a virtuous Life: The Satisfaction 
Peace and Joy of a good Conſcience 
which by the wiſe Man is liken'd to 
continual Banquet: Phe Confolatiot 
of the Holy Ghoſt; the comfortab 
Expectation of a bappy Eternity Aa 
aur Exit out of this Vale of Tens 
A holy Confidence in the ProteQic 
5 


] 


onformity in all Things to bis bleſſed 


rmeth vill. From theſe Fountains flow ſuch 
himſeſelights, as cannot be conceived by 
rd e Vorldlings Who have, no Experience 
nd and f them ; Pleaſures pure and ſpititval, 


erd ofMhich ſweeten all the Croſſes. of this 


to bis Life, are an unſpeakable ; Comfort in 


Death, and carry/ with them a certain 
en. Whereas; all the worldly Pleaſures 


is UFcittul, always beſpriakled with ſome - 
1, 5 
ire tha 
ng him 
1 mak 
nothing 


neaſineſs, followed with Remorſe, 
nd end at laſt in eternal Sorrow... 


daviour, Ove Thing 1 neceſſary, Luke 
0. v. 42. And — Ws Thing, 
) my Soul, which alone can make tie 
ppy, both here and hereafter? It is to 
ve thy God ; and to provide in ear- 
eſt for "Eternity: ! All Time com- 


that at 
faction 
ſcience 
n'd to 
olatiol 
ifortad 


ty altered with the Condern of Eter 

Teas his in reality is thy only Baſſneſs z 

otectiaſf thou tak eſt. Care of this, all is well 
al b 
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of ſerving & o. 33 
abo Md Providence of God, and a perfact 


oretaſte of the immortal Joys of Hea- 
De the World: itſelf are falſe and de- 


Ning of Bitterneſs à and attended with 


Conſider, 4thly, That Saying of our 


ard to Eternity is leſs than nothing. 
0 are all temporal Concetus, if con 


34 On DRAT RH. 
if thou neglect this, all is loſt and loſt He! 
ever. As for all other Things of Which 
thou mayꝰ'ſt ſtand in need in this Life 
give Ear again to the fame Saviour 
Matt. 6. v. 33. Seek firſt the Kingdom 
of God and his Juſtice, and all om 
Things ſhall be given you over and above 
Conclude then, my Soul, ſince both d 
temporal and eternal Welfare depend ds 
on ſerving God, to make this for 
futute thy only Care. Thus only ſhalt 
thou meet with true Comfort here 
Thus only ſhalt thou come to never} 


_— Happineſs hereafter. 8 2 
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l On Death. 


The Seven b. Wo 


| Ong Bit, That there 
nothing more certain than Dea 
pointed for all Men _ 4 die 


ter that, — iy 
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Ince is general, tis pronounc'd upon 
the Children of Adam * neither 
„ealtb, nor Strength, nor Wiſdo 
= or all i af ahie World, — 
Wempt any one from this common 
oom. - From tbe firſt Moment of 
Borer Birth we arg haſtening to our 
heath: Every Moment brings it nigher 
bend 0) Us. The Day will come, it Will 
i ertainly come, and only God, knows 
ſnaldow ſoon, when we ſhall never ſee the 
dere Night. Or the Night will come, when 
ever de ſhall never ſee the enſuing Morn- 
Ws. The Day will moſt certainly 
.\Fome, when thou, my Soul, muſt bid a 
eng Farewell to this cheating World, 
Ind all that thou haſt admired therein; 
nd even to thy own Body the indivi- 
ual Companion of thy Life ; and take 
- Wy Journey to another Country, where 
l, that thou ſetteſt a Value upon here, 
ill appear as Smoak : Learn then to 
eſpiſe this miſerable World and all its 
njoyments, with which thou muſt 
rt ſo ſoon, whether thou wilt or no. 
eat Conſider, 2dly, That as nothing is 
aeMiore certain and inevitable than Death; 
nothing is more uncertain than the 
ence az by Time, 
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Time, the Place, the Manner, and 
other Citcumſſances of our Dei 


« O my Soul, ſays St. Francis dul 
ce thou muſt one Day part with 


Body: But when ſhall that Day bW-:4 
re Shall it be in Winter, or in Summe our. 
% In the City, ot in the Country? Con 
% Pay; or by Night ? Shall it be ſ dity 
ce denly, or on Notice given thetWho t 
« Shalt thou have Leiſure to lier of 
ce thy- Confeſſion? Shalt'' thou have eight 
&« Aſſiſtance ' of thy ghoſtly Father Mat ve 
Alas! Of alt this thou knowelt Mouth 
thing at all!: Only certain it is, Mt at; 
thou muſt die; and that, as it alm ian 
always happens, mueh Toner than thay De: 
imagineſt. ther 

Conſider, zaly, That Death being Weir T 
ceftaiti, and the Time and Manner peurit 
ir To "uncertain ; it would be no muy c 
Comfort, if a Man could die moſh y 
than once, that ſo if he ſhould” haſſhy 
the' Misfortune once to die ill, he mi Ives 
repair the Fault by taking more- Oben 
a ſecond Time: But, alas! we Wh: 
die but once: And when once we flo | 
ſet bor Font within the Gates of Is N 

| d as 


nity, there is no coming back. 11 
ane 8 0 
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De once well, it will be always well: 
t if once ill, it will be ill for all 
ernity. O! Dreadful Moment, upon 
Which depends an endleſs Eternity ! O 
eſſed Lord, prepare us for that fatal 
Poor. 
= Conſider, 4thly, The Folly and Stu- 
dity of the greateſt part of Men, 
theo though they daily ſee ſome or o- 
mager of their Friends, Acquaintance or 
Weighbours carried off by Death, and 
gt very often in the Vigour of their 
outh ; very often by ſadden Death; 
t always imagine Death to be at a 
ſtance from them; as if thoſe Arrows 
ne Death which are falling on all fides 
them, would not reach them too in 
Weir Turn, or as if they had any greater 
ner Weurity than ſo many others who are 
iy (wept away. Senſeleſs Worldlings ! 
nohy will you not open your Eyes? 
_ "hy will you fondly imagine your- 
mill ves ſecure from the Stroxk of Death, 
ben you cannot ſo much as promiſe. 
e Aporſelves one ſingle Day of Life? 
ow many Will die befote the End of 
is Month, that are as young, as ſtrong, 
las healthy as you are. Who knows 

| B X bur 


38 On DE AT H. 
but you may be of that Number ?: Ah} 
Chriſtians, take | care leſt you be;:ſurs 
priz'd. Set your Houſe in Order: A ood 
for the future fly from Sin the only" a 
Evit which makes Death terrible. Leders 
always in thoſe Diſpoſitions in Wich W. 
you would gladly be found at the Ha ouct 
of your Death, Fo act other wiſe, is ond 
renounce Loth Religion and Reaſon- Ruft! 
Conſider, 5thly, Ihe State and Con- wt 
dition of this cortuptible Body of pur 0vr 
as ſoon as we are dead: Alas! it imme-ills, 
diately becomes pale, ſtiff, loathſome hat 
and khideous; inſomuch, that our deareſſ nd C 
Friends can ſcarce endure to watch-one' 5: 
Night in the fame Room with it, muchſpisbt 
leſs bear to lye in the ſame Bed. Andie Er 
ſo faſt does it tend to Stench and Co- e ha 
ruption, that its neareſt Relations ate lajelſ 
the firſt to deſite to get it out of thefrire 
Houſe, and to lay it deep under Ground nd a 
that it may not infect the Air. Buffimſe! 
what Companions,. what Attendance Ing 1 
muſt it meet with here? Worms and erat 
Maggots. For theſe, O Man, thou aten. 
preparing a Banquet whilſt thou an 
pampering thy Body : Theſe are to be 
thy Inheritance ; or rather, they are to 
inherit 


nher: 
Day, 
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nhetit thee, Whatever, thou art to 
Day, to Morrow thou art to be the 
Hood of Worms. Ah! Wotldlings, + 
hat are enamour'd with yoùt own or 
ze bers Beauty, and thereby too often 
neh raw from -ybur © Allegiance to God, 
ouchſafe for once to teflect upon the 
ondition to which both your and they 
nuſt ſo ſoon be teduced, and you will 
ze what little Reaſon you have to ſet 
our Affection upon theſe painted Dung- 
ills, which will ſo quickly betray 
hat they are, and end in Noiſomeneſs 
nd Corruption. We read; that St. Frans 
1 Borgia was fo touched with the bare 
ght of the ghaſtly Countenance of 
he Empreſs Iſabella after Death, whom 
e had ſeen a little before in all her 
lajeſty and all her Charms, as to con- 


' theWcive an eternal Diſguſt of this World, 
und nd 2 happy Reſolution of confecrating. 
Burimſelf wholly to the Service of that 
ance ing who never dies. Let the like Con- 
andi deration move us to the like Reſolu- 
u ut on. Mo e 6 
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(49) 
CHAP, VII. 


On the Sentiments we 2 bade at the 
Hour of our Death. 


The Eighth D a v. 


OnsIDER, Firſt, Chriſtian Soul, 
what will be thy Sentiments at the 
Hour of Death with regard t« 
this World and all its periſhable Good f th 
vain Honours, falſe Riches and cheating! 
Pleaſures. Alas! The World muſt then pon 
end in thy regard, it will turn upljde 05 
down before thy Eyes; and thou w. bot 
degin to-ſee clearly the Nothingaeſs d ben 
all thoſe Things on which thou haf 
here ſet thy Heart. How wilt on 
then deſpiſe all woridly Honours, at Vefo! 
Preferments, when thou ſeeſt thyſelf nd tt 
the Brink of the Grave, where Mer! 
Worms will make no DiſtiuQion de ich 
tween the King and the Beggar ? Hoi ple! 
little Account wilt thou then make off all 
the Eſteem of Men, who now een 
think no more of thee ? How wilt thodſſ"d he 
undervalue thy Riches, which. mul onſe 


no be left behind thee, when fix Foe * 
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pf Land, a Coffin and a Shroad will 
xe all thy Poſſeſſion? How deſpicable 
will all worldly Pleaſures then ſeem to 
hee, which at the beſt could never 
ve thee any true Satisfaction, and now 
ly from thee and diſſolve into Smoak 
n thy Sight. Ah! My poor Soul, en- 
ter now into the ſame Sentiments which 
hou ſhalt certainly have at the Hour 
f thy Death; thus, and only thus, thou 
ſhalt be out of Danger of being put 
pon by this deceitful World. 

Conſider, zaly, What will then be thy 
houghts with regard to thy Sins; 
den rhe Curtain will begin to be with- 
Iawn, with which thy buſy Self- love 
M25 induſtriouſly hidden or diſguis'd the 
Weformity and Malice of thy Crimes; 
nd they ſhall be ſet before thy Eyes in 
eit true Light: When ſo many Things, 
hich thou waſt willing to perſwade 
ylelf were but ſmall Faults or none 
Wt all, will preſent themſelves before 
Nee in other Kind of Colours, as great 
a heinons Offences : When that falſe 
onfcience, which thou haſt framed to 
yſelf, and under the Cover-of which 
Won haſt paſs'd over many Things in 
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42 The'Sentiments we ſhall have 


thy Confeffions, as ſlight and inconſ- 
derable, which thou walt en to 
declare or unwilling to forſake, ſhall 
no longer be able to maintain itſelf, a 
the Approach of Death. Ah! Wha 
Anguiſh, what Confuſion, what dread 
ful Temptations of Deſpair mult ſuch... « 
a Sight as this give to the dying Sinner z 
Learn thou, my Soul, to take betta Con 
Meaſures now in Time, and thus tl}... 
prevent ſo great a Miſery. upbr 
Conſider, zaly, And take a. nighe 
View of the lamentable State of a Sin 
ner at the Hour of his Death; whg 
all Things ſeem to conſpire againſt bi 
and whichſoever way he looks for an 
Eaſe or Comfort, he can find nong 
Before his Eyes he ſees a whole Army 
of Sins muſter'd up; a Viper's Brod 
of his own Offspring, which ſtick clo 
to him, and aſſailiug him with thei 
nited Forces, make him already. begi 
to feel the Gripes of that never-dyill 
Worm of Conſcience which ſhall be th 


eternal Torment of the Damn'd. o 
How gladly would he ſhake off th 


troubleſome ons But all t in 7 Surro 
| e 
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they are reſolv'd not to leave him. It 
he looks back into his paſs d Life to ſeek 
for ſome good Works, to oppoſe to 
this Army of Sins, alas! He finds the 
Good that he has done has been ſo in- 
conſigerable, ſo inſignificant, as to give 
him no Hopes of its weighing down 
the Scales when ballanc'd with his mul- 
tiplied Crimes. His very Prayers, the 
Confeſſions and Communions which he 
has made, fly now in his Face, and 
upbraid him with his wretched Negli- 
gsence and his ſacrilegious Abuſe of theſe 
great Means of Salvation. The fight of 
ell Things about him, his Wife, his Chil» 
dren, his Friends, his worldly Goods, 
which he has loved more than his God, 
Wierves for nothing now but to encreaſe 
bis Anguiſh. And what is his grea- 
Wiclt Miſery, is, that the Agonies of his 
-"Woicknels gave him little or no Leiſute 

Wor Ability to apply himſelf ſeriouſly to 
me greateſt and moſt difficult of all 
WConcerus, which is a perfect Conver · 
lon to God after a, long Habit of Sin. 
YO! How truly may the Sinner now - 
repeat theſe Words of the.Plalmiſt; The 
ron of Death have enrompaſſed ma, 
4 and 


44 The Sentiments tue Pall have 
and the Perils of Hell have found mi c 
Pf. 114 O! What unſpeakable Ap | 
guiſh muſt it be to ſee himſelf yuſt e 
barking upon Eternity, an infinite ant 
endleſs Duration, an immenſe Ocem 
to whoſe further Shore the poor Sail 
can never reach, and to have ſo muck 
Reaſon to fear that it will be to hin 
an Eternity of Woe. 

Conſider, athly, My Soul, what thy 
Sentiments will be at the Hour of thyſom t 
Death with relation to the Service ofÞcath, 
God, to Virtue and Devotion: Hoi 
lovely then will the Way of Virtue 
appear to. thee? How wilt thou thell 
wiſh to have follow'd that charmin 
Path? O! What a Satisfaction is it toll 
a dying Man to have lived well! Wha 
a Comfort to ſee himſelf now at u 
End of all his Labours and Dangery 
to find himſelf at the Gates of eternil 
Reſt, of everlaſting Peace, after a lon 
and doubtfal War! He may now 
curely come down from his Watch Tow 
er, and repoſe himfelf for ever in th 
Kingdom of his Father. O! What 4 
Pleaſure, what a Joy to look forwatt 
into that bleſſed Eternity! O! How pr 


cion 


We. at the Hour of our Death. 45 


* in the Sight of God 15s the Death 

it Saints, PL, 115. Ah! Let my 

ul die the Death of the Faſt, and let 
wy End be like to theirs, Numb. 23. 
flor briſtians, if we would die the Death 

f the Juſt, we muſt live the Life of 
e Juſt : The only Security for a good 
heath, is a good Life. 

Conſider, 5thly, Or rather conclude 
om the foregoing Conſiderations on 
heath, to make it the whole Buſineſs 
your Life to prepare for Death, 
pon dying well depends nothing lefs 
an Eternity: If we die ill, we are 
init, and loſt for ever. As then we 
me into the World for nothing elſe, 
t to provide for Eternity; ſo we may 
gui ſay, we came into the World for 
wing elſe, but to learn to die well. 
his is the great Leſſon which we muſt 
ſtudy. Alas! If we miſs it, when 
e are call'd to the Trial, an endleſs 
oe muſt of neceſſity be the Conſe- 
n thefkence. Ah! How hard it is to learn 
hat I perform that well, which can be 
wardFone but once, ; 

* 
views 
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ſhe has thought, ſaid, or done, during half 
Abode in the Body, and. to receive 80 


your Accounts with God? What coll 


It may perhaps be your Caſe. Remes 
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CES & FE. 10 
On the particular Judgment after Deul 


The Ninth Da x. 


ONSIDER, Firſt, That the Sar 

is no ſooner parted from the 5 
dy, but ſhe is immediately preſented be 
fore the Judge, in order to give an Adi 
count of het whole Life, of all th 


emo 


tence accordingly. For that the etq 
nal Doom of every Soul is decided by 
particular Judgment immediately afi 
Death, is what we learn from the Goſh 
pel in the Example of Dives and La 
ras : And the Sentence that paſſes ha 
will be ratified in the general Judgmet 
at the laſt Day. Chriſtians, how fiat 


pirati 
od's 
eap'd 
as re 
hich 
antap 
le Ci 
night) 
nplo 
is en 


you be able to ſay foc yourſelves, if th 
Night you ſhould be cited to the hu 


ber that your Lord will come wht 
you leaſt expect him; take Care th 
to be always ready, 

| Conſult 


O the particular Fudgment, Se. 47 
_ Conſider, zadly, How exact, how ri- 
porous this Judgment will de, where 
ren the leaſt idle Word cannot,.efs 
ape the Scrutiny. of the Judge. O, 
Vhat Treaſures of Iniquity will here 
ome to Light, when the Veil ſhall be 
emoved, which. hides at preſent the 
Mreateſt Part of our Sins from the Eyes 
e Bap the World, and even from our own; 
Wd the whole Hiſtory of our Lives ſhall 
t once be expoſed to our View. Good 
2d! who can beable to bear this dread- 
| q Sight > Here ſhall the poor Soul 
de brought to a molt exact Examina- 
on of all that ſhe has done, or left 
ndone, in the whole Time of her 
florimage in this mortal Body: How 
he has correſponded to the divine In- 
bdirations: What uſe ſhe. has made of 
od's Graces; what profit ſhe has 
Neap'd from the Sacraments. which ſhe 
Wis received ; from the Word of God 
hich ſhe has heard or read; what Ad- 
antage ſhe has made of f ole favourar. 
le Circumſtances ,ih. Which God. Al- 
nighty. has placed, her; bow ſhe has 
]Wnpl0y'd, the Talents with which, he 
is \Fatepſed her: Even, her be Works 

Bs Ps hat 
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Mall be nicely ſiſted; her Prayers, her 
Faſts, her Alms-Deeds ; the Intentior 
with which ſhe has undertaken them 
the Manner in which ſhe has perform 
them: All ſhall be weighed, not in the 
deceitful Bailance of the Judgment 
Men, but in the Scales of the SanQuz 
ty. Ah! How many of our Aon: 
will here be found to want Weight, 20. 
cording to that of Dax. 5. Thou haſt bee 
weigh'd in the Ballauce, and art founl 
of too little Weight, O! Enter ml 
into Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord; 
for wo Man living fhall be juſtified i 
thy Sight. Pſ. 142. 2 | 
| Confider, zaly, The Qualities of 
Judge before whom we muſt appez 
He is infinitely Wiſe, and therefore canftake « 
not be deceived ; He is infinitely Powertenda 
Jul and therefore cannot be withſtood Mwhic 
he is infinitely Ju, and therefore wil Theſ 
render to every one according 30 MiEforſa] 
IWarks. No Fayour to be expected Wf:tu 
this Day: The Time of Merit an 
of acceptable Repentance is now at il 
End. Ah! Chriſtians, think well of 
now, whilſt it is your Day: You tl 
how Waſh away your Sins by penitet 
| f 
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bei Tears, and thus hide them from 
one Eyes of your future Judge; you 
m nay at preſent tie up his Hands by hum- 
mie Prayer; you may appeal from his 
theſuſtice to the Court of his Mercy, 
and cauſe him to cancel the Sentence 
rat ſtands againſt you: But at that 
Day you will find him inexorable: 
our Prayers and Tears will then come 
t00 late, 

Conſider, 4thly, The ineſtimable Com- 
ort that the Souls of the Juſt ſhall 
receive at this Day from the Company 
of their good Works, which like an 
invincible Rampart ſhall ſurround them 
Won all Sides, and keep their helliſh Foes 
at a Diſtance, O! my Soul, let us 
take Care to provide ourſelves fuch At- 
tendance as theſe againſt that Hour, 
1 which is to decide our eternal Doom, 
wi Tbeſe are Friends indeed, that will not 

forſake us even in Death; and will ef- 
2d fectually plead our Cauſe at that Bar, 

verre no other Eloquence will be re- 
at M garded. | 
oY Conſider, 5:hly, In what a wretched 
mi Plight the Sinner, who hes taken no 
Care to lay up any ſuch Proviſion of 
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good Works, ſhall now ſtand before his 
Judge. O! How all Things now ſpes 
to him the melancholy Sentence, that 
is juſt now going to fall upon his gujl. 
ty Head, Whatever Way he looks, 
he ſees nothing that can give him any 
Comfort; but on the contrary, al 
Things that contribute to his greater 
Anguiſh and Terror. Beneath his Feet 
he ſees Hell open, ready to ſwallow him 
up.; above his Head, an angry. Judze 
preparing to thunder out againſt him, 
the irreyocable Sentence of eternal Dam: 
nation : On his right Hand, he ſees his 
guardian Angel, now abandoning him; 
on his Left, the Devils, his mercilels 
Enemies, juſt ready to ſeize upon him, 
and only waiting for the Beck of the 
Judge: If he looks behind him, he dil: 
covers a cheating World which now re: 
tires from him ; it he looks before him 
he meets with nothing but a diſmal E. 
tetuity. Within him he_feels the in- 
tolerable Stings of a guilty Conſcience, 
and on all Sides of him he perceives al 
Army of hideous, Monſters, his ow 
Sins, more terrible to him now than 
the Futies of Hell, ' Good God. dk 
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after DR ATH. 51 
yer me from ever having any ſhare in 
ſuch a Scene of Miſery. | 


Conſider, 6thly, That in order to 
prevent the Judgment of God from 


falling heavy upon us after our Death, 
we mult take Gare now during our Life 
to judge and chaftiſe ourſelves, by doing 
ſerious Penance for our Sins. Thus, and 
only thus, ſhall we diſarm the Juſtice 
of God enkindled by our Sins. Let 
us follow the Advice of him who is 
to be our Judge, who calls upon us all 
to Hatch and Pray at all Times, that fo 
we may be found worthy to eſcape theſg 
dreadful Dangers, and ſtand with Con- 
fidence before the Son of Man, Lake 21, 


v. 6. Ah! Let this Judgment be always 


betore our Eyes: Let us daily. meditate 
on this Account, that we are one Pay 
to give. Let us never forget, that there 
is an Eye above, that ſees al! Things ; 
that there is an Ear, that hears all 
Things; that there is an Hand, that 
writeth down all our Thoughts, Words, 
and Deeds in the great accounting Book ; 
that all our Actions paſs from dur 
Hands, to the Hands of God; that 


Gay *F way 


what is done in Time, pafleth not a- 
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52 On the great accounting Day. 3 
way with Time, but ſhall ſubſiſt after 
all Time is paſt. O!] That Men woull 
be wiſe, and would underſtand theleWpur 
Truths, and provide in earneſt for they 


laſt End ! Deuter, 32. 


— ” 
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Ox the great accounting Day. 


Tue Tenth D Ar. 


OnsIiDER, Firſt, That nothing 

can be conceived more terrible 
than the Proſpect, which the Scriptum . all 
gives us of the laſt accounting Day, ly 
with all the Prodigies that ſhall go be- Qat 
fore it. The Sun darken'd, the Moon 
red as Blood, the Stars without Light, Coy 
and ſeeming to fall from the Firmen 
ment; the Earth ſhaken with violent 
Earthquakes, the Sea ſwelling and ron 
ing with unuſual Tempeſts, the Ele 
ments all in Confuſion and whole N. 
ture in Diſorder. The Day of the Lord, 
ſays the Prophet Joel, Chap. 8, A Di 
of Darkneſs and Obſcurity, a 24 
Claudi and I birlwinds. Before its Far 


devour 


On the great accounting Day. z 
vouring Fire, aud bebind it burning 
lames, The Earth ſhall tremble at the 
ppearance of it, and the Heavens be 
peed at its Sight, The Sun and Moon 
e darkew'd, and the Stars have with- 
aun all their Light, And the Pro- 
et Sophonias, Chap. 1. cries out, That 
Jay, 4 Day of Wrath, a Day of Tri- 
plation and Angaiſp, a Day of Cala- 
ty and Miſery, a Day of Darkneſs 
nd Obſcurity, a Day. of Miſls and 
Whirlwinds, Can any Thing be more 
ghtful than theſe Deſcriptions ? Ah! 
What will then be the Thoughts of 
nful Man, who fees himſelf threaten'd 
y all theſe Signs. Alas! He ſhall per- 
Aly wither away With Fear in Ex- 
ation of that Tragedy, which muſt 
dllow theſe dreadful Preludes. 
Conſider, 2dly, That the laſt Day 
Wing come, a Fire, raging like an im- 
etuous Torrent, ſhall, by the Com- 
and of God, conſume the whole Sur- 
Nee of the Earth, and all that is there“ 
n; nothing ſhall eſcape it. Where, 
Worldlings, will be then all your 
tely Palaces, your pleaſant Seats, your 
pardens, Fountains and Grottos ? Where 
your 
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your Gold, Silver and precious Sto 
c.? Alas! All that you have ſet 50 
Hearts on in this World, ſhall in a M 
ment be reduced to Aſhes; to ſe 


j 


you the Vanity of the Things you | = 
ved, and your own Folly in placii > 
your Affection upon ſuch . glitterig - 
Shadows, upon ſuch painted Bubble 1 
Learn, then my Soul, to deſpiſe M., 
World, and all its Goods, ſince all m 4. 
end in Aſhes and Smoak ; and lay wo 
for thyſelf a Treaſure in Heaven, whit C 
alone will be out of the reach of it 910 
laſt Fire. ry 
Conſider, 3dly, That the final Eu 1 N 
of this World being now come, Mn g 
Archangel ſhall ſound the laſt I rumpay % 
and raiſe his Voice with a Szrgite muri ah 
Ariſe ye Dead and come to Judgmen.. ge 
A Voice, that ſhall at once be heard ot 1 4 
all the Univerſe, that ſhall pierce Wl. . 
higheſt Heaven, and penetrate dowu | 3 
the loweſt Abyſs of Hell: At t 4 
Voice in an Inſtant, by God's Almig 3 
ty Power, all the Children of dg N 
from the firſt to the laſt, ſhall ah g 
from the Duſt, and every Sou] ſha © 
again united to its reſpectiyxe Bod) | 


neil orte 
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ver more to part for Eternity. Oh! 
ly Soul, let this laſt Trumpet always 
hoe in thy Ears! O! Take Care 
prevent the Terrors of this Sum- 
Wons, by hearkening now to another 
mmons of the great Trumpet of the 
oly Ghoſt, who calls upon thee by 
Je Mouth of the Apoſtle, Ariſe thou 
ar ſleepeſt, and riſe from the Dead, 
Wat is, from the Death of Sin, aud 
"Wirilt hall enlighten thee, Eph. 5. Tis 
jus, by having part in the firſt Reſur- 
tion thou ſhalt provide in Time a- 
inst that dreadful Hour when Time 
all be no more: Apoc. 10. Tis thus 
Jo ſhalt eſcape the ſecond Death. 
Conſider, azhly, The wonderful Dif- 
ence there will be at the Time of 
$ general Reſurrection, between the 
odies of the juſt, and thoſe of the 
icked, The juſt ſhall ariſe in Bo- 
js molt beautiful, more pure than the 
ars, more reſplendent than the Sun, 
MWunortal and impaſſible: But the wick- 
chall ariſe in Bodies ſuitable to theie 
11 eſerts, foul, black, hideous, and every 
2000) loathſome and inſupportable; im- 
nee vial, tis true, but to no other 1 

ä than 
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than to endure immortal Tormen 
What an inexprefſible Rack will it 
to theſe wretched Souls, to be fore 
into ſuch Carcaſſes, to be condemiM 
to an eternal Confinement in ſo h 
rid, fo filthy an Abode! Ah! Tak 
thou Care, my Soul, to keep thy Bai 
now pure from the Corruption of c 
nal Sins, leſt otherwiſe it be one D 
an Aggravation of thy eternal Miſery, 

Conſider, 5thly, With how much $ 
tisfaction and Joy, the Souls of the] 
ſhall be united = to their Bodi 
which they have ſo long deſited; wit 
what Affe ion they ſhall embrace tho 
fellow Partners of all their Labours, 
all their Sufferings and Mortifications 
and now defign'd by ſharing in the Gle 
ry of the heavenly Sion, to give an Al 
dition to their eternal Happineſs, Bt 
O! What dreadfal Curſes fhall paſs: 
the melancholy Meeting of the Sou 
and Bodies of the Reprobate ! Accurl 
Carcaſs, will the Soul ſay, was itt 
pleaſe thee, to indulge thy brutifh ! 
elinations, that I have forfeited the 
mortal Joys of Heaven? Ah! Wretc 
to give thee a filthy Pleaſure for 
Momet 
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oment, I have damn'd both myſelf 
d thee to all Eternity. O thrice ac- 
r{ed Carrion, *tis juſt, *tis juſt, that 
du who haſt been the Cauſe of my 
amnation, ſhouldſt be my Partner in 
ral Woe, But oughtſt not thou ra- 
r, unhappy Soul, to be a thouſand 
es accurs'd by thy Body, ſince it 
as thy Buſineſs, and was in thy Power 
have ſubjected its Paſſions and Luſt 
%ig the Rule of Reaſon and Religion; 
ch Ma thou didſt rather chuſe for the ſake 
a momentary Satisfaction, to enſlave 
y ſelf to its ſenſual Inclinations, and 
ö vi o purchaſe Hell both for thyſelf and 
wa, Body? Ah! Chriſtians, let us learn 


"5, J be wiſe by the Conſideration of o- 
"ol ers Misfortunes. 

MM ———— 
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It t The Eleventh D a x. 


Oxs1DER, Firſt, That the Dead 
being all riſen ſhall immediately 
alemnbled together in the Place de- 
ſign'd 
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fign'd for the laſt Judgment, comm 
ly believ'd to be the Valley of Ja 
near Jeraſalem, in the fight of Moy 
Oliver and Mount Calvary, whete 9 
Lord heretofore ſhed his Blood fort 
Redemption. What a Sight will'it | 
to behold here, all the Children 
Adam, that innumerable Multitude 
all Nations, Ages, and Degrees, ta 
ing together without any Dilling | 
now, of Rich or Poor, Great or! 
tle, Maſter or Servant, Monarch 
Subject; ; excepting only the Dittiud 


on of Good and Baa, which flat! 
wonderful and eternal. Alas! Ho ble 
mean a Figure will au Ale æander ot te hi 
Cæſar make at this Appearance, orden i 
of thoſe great Heroes of Antique! 
whoſe very Name has made whole Nl yo1 
tions tremble? TI hoſe mighty Ma hin 
narchs, who had once the World at then 
Back, are now levell'd with, the mean a 
of their Slaves, and would with 1 thoWht c 
land times never to have borne that 
Scepter, nor wore the Diadem. es 
Conſider, 2dly, That the Dead brincit 
now aſſembled together, the great Jus adfy 
Mall deſoend from Heaven with geh ein 


on 
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ry and Majeſty, environ'd with all 
heavenly Couttiers and all the Le- 
ns of Angels. O! How different 
re im his firſt Coming will this his ſe- 
d Appearance be? His firſt coming 
sin great Meekneſs and Humility, 
zuſe that was our Day in which he 
ee to redeem us by his Mercy: But 
finWis (cond Coming it will be his Day, 
ndichen he ſhall arm himſelf with all the 
Wrrors of his Juſtice, to revenge upon 
rch ul Man the Cauſe of his injured 
* with a final Vengeance once for 
al oy Miſerable Sinners, how will you 
able to ſtand before his Face, or en- 
er orc his wrathfal Countenance? Ah! 
en it. is you Will begin to cry out 
ine Mountains and Rocks to fall up- 
you, and hide you from the Face 
him that fitteth on the Throne, and 
m the Wrath of the Lamb. Nay, 
zeaneWh a dread and Terror will the very 
| thoWit of the incenſed Judge carty with 
le chat you ſhall-even wiſh a thouſand 
es to hide your guilty Heads in the 
eſt Hell,, rather than endure this 
atul Appearance : But all in vain, 
"va muſt (tand it out. 15 0 

. Conſider, 
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ith Honour on his right Hand : Whilſt 
e Wicked, with al thoſe evil Spi- 
ts, whoſe Part they have taken, ſhall 
ith Ignominy be driven to the Left. 
| Dreadful and eternal Separation, af- 
WW: which theſe two Companies ſhall 
er more meet. And thou, my Soul, 
ere doſt thou expect to ſtand at that 
Wi? In which of theſe two Com- 
nies ſhalt thou be rank'd? Thou 
"Wl it now in thy Choice: Chuſe then 

ow that better Part, which will never 
alen from thee. Fly now from the 
1 F Babylon; renounce now the 
Ile Maxims, the corrupt Cuſtoms, and 
ful Divertiſements of Worldlings, 


ime, that thou may'ſt not be involv'd 
W their eternal Damnation. 

Conſider, 5thly, What will then be 
je Thoughts of the great Ones of this 
orld, what Fury, what Envy, what 
ter Anguiſh and Confufion will op- 
els their Souls, when they ſhall ſee 
e poor in Spirit, the meek and hum- 
ſe, who were ſo contemptible in their 
yes whilſt they were here in this mor- 
| Life, now honour'd and exalted in 
* Les the 
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parate thyſelf from the Wicked in 
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62 On the general JuDoMENT, 
the Sight of the whole Univerſe, n 
themſelves treated with ſo much C 
tempt? Hearken to their Compfauie 
as they are ſet down by the wiſe Mat Won 
Wiſd. 5. Theſe are they, whom her 
fore we laugh'd at, and whom we mai 
the Subject of our Scoffs. Seni jle! 
Wretches ac we were, we eſteem d the | 
Life Madneſs, and their End with fla 
Honour, See how they are now recln 
amongſ} the Children of God, and wil 
the Saints is their eternal Lot. Ey 
erravimus a via veritatis. Alas ! Ml the 
ter all, we are the Perſons that hu 
been miſtaken ; we, that have unforit F 
nately run on in the wrong Way: An” 
they were truly wiſe in making a bal 
ter Choice, which afforded them Call 
tort in Life, and has now entitled the 
io endleſs Joys. | 

Conſider, 6ihiy, How much the Al 
guiſh and Confuſion of the Wick 
will be encreas'd, at the Opening of tt 
Books of Conſciences, when all 


laid open in the publick View of! 
Univerſe. Poor Sinner, what will tl 


Thoughts be, when thoſe Crimes, * 
; k ( 


On the general JUDGMENT. 63 . 


hou haſt committed in the greateſt Se- 
cy, and which thou wouldſt not 
ie had known for the World; ths 
bominations which thou imaginedſt co- 
ered with the Obſcurity of Night and 
erkneſs, and which thou didit flatter 
Why{elf that thy Friends and Acquain- 
ce would never know; thoſe Works 
„ Iniquity, which perhaps thon could'ſt 
ot find in thy Heart to diſcover to 
ne Perſon tied by all Laws to a per- 
etual Secrecy ; ſhall all now be expoſed 
their true Colours to the Eyes of the 
ole World, Angels and Men, good 
6829 bad, to thy eternal Shame. Ab; 
„„ briſtians, tis now in your Power to 
event by 2 fincere Repentance and 
Wonfefſion, this Confuſion which you 
the duct otherwiſe one Day ſuffer. 


Ticks CHAP. XII. 
Ws tbe laſt Sentence of the Good aud Bad. | 


all | The Twelfth Day. 


in Ons, Fim, How this great 
j Trial ſhall be concluded by 4 
b 2 final 


64 On the laſt Sentenec 
final definitive Sentence in Favoure 
the Juſt, and for the Condemnation 
the Wicked.' And firſt, the (bers 
Judge turning himſelf towards his 
lect, with a moſt ſweet and amiab 
Countenance, ſhall invite them "int 
the happy Manſions of everlaſting Blib 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, take 'Þ 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom prepared for yi 
from the Beginning of the World. Ma 
25. O! Happy Invitation. Happy, thridl 

happy they, that ſhall be found worth 
to hear that comfortable Sentence! . 
unſpeakable Satisfaction, what Totreni 
of Joy and Pleaſure, will the hearini 
of it give to thoſe bleſſed Creatures 
T am filled with Foy, fays the royal Pri 
phet, at the happy Tidings which I bn 
heard, we are to enter into the How 
of car Lord, Plalm 121. But O! Wh 
Envy, what Rage and Malice will th 
Reprobrate feel at the hearing of thi 
Invitation, when they ſhall ſee ſever 
of their Acquaintance call'd to take Pol 
ſeſſion of that eternal Kingdom, whid 
they might al fo have fo eaſily purchasan 
but by theic-own Folly and —_ 1 
once 2 1 N 
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we blindly exchang'd it for the Flames 
Ff Hell. 

Conſider, 24ly, And ponder at Lei- 
Ie upon this happy Sentence. Come, 
ys the Judge, ye bleſſed of my Father ' 
4. Come from the Vale of Tears, 


Jur 0 
on Ul 
eraing 
is E 
niadl 
int 


BIO cre for a little while you have been 
f 5 ried and afflicted by the Appointment 


f my Providence, to the Kingdom of 
ever-ending Joys, where Grief and 
orrow ſhall be no more. Come from 
he Place of Baniſhment, where for a 


4 Time you have fſigh'd and groan'd at 
ern jo. Diftance from your heavenly 
LN. ountry, to your everlaſting Home, 


rhere you fhall meet with all that your 
eart can defire to compleat-your Hap- 
neſs; where you ſhall be for ever 
nebriated by the Plenty of my Houſe, 
Dad drink for ever at the Fountain of 
ite : Ariſe, my Beloved, the Winter is 
ow paſt, the Floods and Storms are 
yer, ariſe and come. O univerſal and 
eernal Bleffing ! How my poor Soul 
ontemns all other Happinefs, in hopes 


_ . having a ſhare one Day in this bleſ- 
* ed Sentence! 


b 3 Conſider, | 


"i 


gels. Chriſtian Souls, weigh well-eve 


ſepatrated from our God, our firſt BY 


mortal Sin, what will you then thil 


ver to meet with him in any of | 
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. . Conſider, '3dly, How the great Judg 
after having invited the Juſt to his g 
rious Kingdom, turning himſelf towar 
the Wicked on his left Hand with Fi 
in his Eyes, and Terror in his Counts 
Nance, ſhall thunder out againſt the! 
the dreadful Sentence of their eteri 
Doom in theſe Words. Go from 1 
you curſed into everlaſting Fire, ul 
was prepared for the Devil and his 4 


Word of this diſmal Sentence. (6 
for ever from me, and from the Joys( 
my Kingdom: O terrible Excommuny 
cation! O cruel Divorce! O eter |: 
Baniſhment! Who can expreſs, Wit |: 
can conceive what it is to be for en 


ginning and laſt End, our great and 
veraign Good! Ah Wretches, who many 
ſo little now of loſing your God 


when you ſhall be Sentenc'd to this ett 
nal Baniſhment from him, Doom d 
ſeek him for all Eternity, and yet 


Attributes, only in his- àwenging Ju 
tice, the Weight of which you WW 


fee 
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el for ever. But take Notice whither 
ou are to go, When you go from your 
od: Alas! into everlaſting Fire, there 
o lead an ever-dying Life, there to 
ndure a never-ending Death, in the 
ompany of the Devil aud his Angels, 
whom you made yourſelves, Slaves, 
nd who ſhall now without Controul, 
xerciſe for ever their Tyranny over 


ou. 
Conſider, Athly, That dreadful. and 


niverſal Curſe; which this juſt, but diſ- 
oys ral Sentence involves. Go from me 
mug Curſed, lays the ſoveraign Judge: as 
etetu be was to ſay, Go, depart. from me, 
„ wget let my Curſe go with you. I would 


we given you my Bleſſing, but you 
yould not have it; a Carſe you choſe, 
nd a Curſe ſhall be your everlaſting In- 
eritance. It ſhall ſtick cloſe to yon 
Wie a Garment for all Eternity; it ſhall 
nter into your very Bowels and ſearch 


is etento the very Marrow of your Bones. 
md Curſe upon your Eyes, never to ſee 
ret e leaſt Glimpſe of comfortable Light: 
of Curſe on your Ears, to be entertain'd 
ig r all Eternity with frightful Shricks 
u fend Groans, A Curſe on your Taſte, - 


to be for evet imbitter'd with the 


Deſires, and unable to accompliſh # 
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c 
red 
tO! 
nd. 
arth 
W tl 


of Dragons: A Curſe on your Sm 
to be always tormented with the noi 
ſome Stench of the Pit of Hell: 
Curſe on your Feeling, and on all Mpevils 
Members of your Body, to burn mh. 
never conſume in that Fire which ſl, 
never be quench'd. A Curſe upon yo 
Underſtanding, never to be illuſtrated 
with any Rays of Truth: A Curſe q 
your Memory, to be always revolvingi 
the Bitterneſs of a late and fruitleſs Rt 
pentance, the Shortneſs and Vanity. 
paſt Pleaſures : A Curſe upon the In 
gination, ever repreſenting preſent 3 
future Miſeries: A Curſe on the Wi 
obſtinate in Evil, torn in Pieces with 
thouſand violent and withal oppo! 


of them: A Curſe in fine upon ' 
evhole Soul, to be a Hell to itſelf fi 
all Eternity. Good God, let it neg. , 
be our Misfortune to incur this drei, 
ful Curſe! . de 

Conſider, 5thly, How, after SentenW.1, 
given, the Elect ſhall enter without Mfents 
lay upon the Poſſeſſion of that eſe; ; 


laſting Kingdom, which God has 
5 par 
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red for thoſe that ſerve him, where 
rr0w can have no Place, and Joy no 
nd. But as for the Wicked, the 
arth ſhall immediately open, and ſwal- 
ww them all down at once, with the 
Jevils who ſeduced them, into the bot- 
W mleſs Pit, and the Gate Hall be ſput, 
ver, never more to be open'd. This 
the End of all worldly Pride; this is 
e End of all carnal Pleaſure. O! 
low horrid'a Thing it is to fall into the 


andi of the living God Heb. 10. 
E. CHAP. XIII. 
14 Mer 
with 
poll The Thirteenth DA v. 
u 1 OxsIDer, Firſt, That as, it is ſaid 
as p in holy Writ, that aeither Eye 


has ſeen, nor Ear has heard, nor 
. enter'd into the Heart of Man, 
Wy: God has prepared for thoſe that 
de bim. 1 Cor. 2. v. 9. So we may 
ay ſay with regard to Hell's Tor- 
ents, that no mortal Tongue can ex- 
els them, nor Heart conceive them. 

. Beati- 


70 U Hewi. 
Beatitude, according to Divines, is 4 
fed? and never-ending State, comprizaiirit 
at ouce all that is god, without eath 
Mixture of Evil. If then Damnatic 
be the Oppoſite to Beatitude, it m 
needs be an everlaſting Deluge of 
that is Evil, without the leaſt Mm 
of Good, without the leaſt Allay 
Eaſe, without the leaſt Glimpſe 
Comfort ; a total Privation of all H 
pineſs, and a Chaos of all Miſery, 

Conſider, 2dly, More in particul 
what Damnation is, and how many at 
'how great the Miſeries it involves. 
dying Life, or rather a living Death 
a darkſome Priſon, a loathſome Du 
geon ; a binding Hand and Foot in 
ternal Chains; a Land of Horrour a 
Miſery; a Lake of Fire and Brit 
ſtone; a bottomleſs Pit; devot 
Flames; à Serpent ever\gnawing; 


oth 


Worm that never dies; a Body ally Vid. 
burning and never conſum'd ; a Fg J. 
ing always freſh for Suffering; a Thi mu 
never extinguiſh'd ; perpetual weepilieatn 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. Mice 
other Company but Devils, and Jami o 

ce 


Wretches, all hating- and curfing-« 


N 
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other, all hating and curſing God; 
pirits always in an Agony and Sick to 
Weath, yet never meeting with this 
earn which they ſo much defire ; caſt 
th from the Face of God into the 
ind of Oblivion, hated and derided by 
mud and his Saints, none to comfort, 
"ne to pity them: Wounded to the 
eart with the Senſe of loſt Happineſs ; 
d opprefs*'d with the Feeling of pre- 
nt Miſery: And all thefe Sufferings 
erlaſting without the leaſt Hope of 
nd, of Intermiffion, or Abatement. 
his is a ſhort Deſcription, drawn for 
e moſt part from God's unerring 
ord of the Miferies which eternal 
amnation imports : This is that bitter 
ap of which all the Sinners of the 
arth muſt drink, Pl. 14. 
Confider, 3dly, That God in all his 
tributes is infinite; as in his Power, 
ſiſdom, Goodneſs, c. ſo iu his aveng- 
Fs Juſtice too. He is a Godin Hell, 
us nuch as in Heaven, S0 that by the 
ngcatnels of his Love, Mercy and Pa- 
ce here, we may meaſure the great · 
W's of his future Wrath and Venge- 
g Mee againſt impenitent Sinners. oy | 
| is 
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| liver'd them from the Dangers to wie 


72 On HELL. 
his infinite Goodneſs he has drawn then 
out of nothing; he has ' preſery'd an 
ſuſtain'd them for a long Time; 
has even come down from his Thie 
of Glory, and ſuffer'd himſelf to 
nail'd to a diſgraceful Croſs, for the 
eternal Salvation: He has frequently 6 


they were daily expoſed ; patiently bor 
with their Inſolence and repeated Tri 
ſons ; {till graciouſly inviting them 
Repentance, Ah! How juſtly does h 
Patience ſo long abuſed turn at leng 
into Fury: Mercy at laſt gives plac 


to Juſtice : and a thouſand Woes ody, 
thoſe Wretchts, that muſt for ever puls, 
the dreadful. Weight of the avengugh Co- 
Hand of the living God ! e pe 
Conſider, 4thly, And in order to MIt ne 
derſtand ſometbing better what Hell ever 
ſer before your Eyes a poor ſick Me of 
lying on his Bed, burning with a peulree o 
lential Fever, attended with an FW, 2 
niverſal Pain over all his Body, ole v 
Head perfectly rent aſunder, his Epo 
ready to fly out, his Teeth raging, il! 
Sides pierc'd with dreadful Stitches, Nou]. 
Breaſt all on Fire, his Belly rack'd Wc, 


a YI 
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violent Colick ; his Reins 'with the 
one or Gravel, all his Limbs. tor- 
ented with Rheumatick Pains, and all 
5 Joynts with the Gout; his Heart 
en burſting with, -Anguiſh, and he 
ying out for a Drop of Water to 
bol his Tongue. Could any Thing be 
nceiv'd more miſerable? And yet let 
e tell you, this is but an imperfect Fic- 
Ire of what the damn'd muſt enduce 
em Mr Eternity; where theſe Victims im- 
Wolated to the Juſtice of God ſhall be 
led all over with Fire; and (endure 
all the Senſes and Members of their 
des Mod, and in all the Faculties of their 
als, moſt exquiſite Torments. 
Conſider, 5thly, That the State of 
e poor ſick Man, of whom we have 
to Ut now been ſpeaking, how deplorable 
Wever it may ſeem, might ſtill be capa- 
ie of ſome Allay of Eaſe, or ſome De- 
pelle of Comfort. A good Bed to lie 
an n, a good Friend to encourage or con- 


y, Mole with him, a good Conſcience to 
Ey pport him, a Will reſigned to the 
ng, Mill of God; and in fine, a certain 


nowledge, that his Pains muſt ſhortly 
d wilÞpate, or put an end fo his Lif:. But 
| O 


Niese 
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the damn'd have nothing of all thi 

Their Bed in Hell is x Lake or Ph 

burning with Fire and Brimſtone, 
which they are faſten'd down with'eter: 
nal Chains. Their Zompanions art 
mercileſs Devils, or what will be to then 
worſe than Devils, the unhappy Pan 
ners of their Sins. Their Conſcience 
ever gnaw'd with the Wotm that nere 
dies. Their Will is averſe from Go 
and continually ſtruggling in vain wil 
his divine Will. And what comes i 


0 
| urit 
F 1 


to compleat their Damnation, is eri 
Deſpair of ever meeting with an EI hy | 
ars 


or Abatement of their Torments. G00 
God! What would not a prudent Ma 
do to prevent the lying but for on 
Night in Torments in this Life ? At 
where then is our Faith and Real: 
when we will do fo little for eſcapin| 
the dreadful Night of Hell's mere 
F lames ? ? | 


ight 
obe 
here, 
df th: 
nd a 
DIME 
hem 
ſer 
hink, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


e, 0 On the exterior Pains Rate TI 


The Fourteenth D A 1. 3 


OnsErR, Firſt, The. Deſeript- 
on which holy Fob gives us of 
Hell, Fob 10. when — calls it 4 


Pr rhſome Land, and covered with the Ob- 
| eurity of Death; a Country of Miſery 


| Darkeeſs, where no Order but e- 
erleſting Horror dwells. In this gloo- 
ny Region no Sun, no Moon, no 
ſtars appear; no comfortable Rays of 


- onflobe ſeen. The very Fire that burneth 


dere, contrary to the natural Property 
aff that Element, is black and darkſome, 
id affords no Light to the Wretches it 


orments, except it be to diſcover to 
hem ſuch Objects as may encreaſe their 
iſery. Chriſtians, what would you 
hink, were you to be ſentenced to paſs 
he remainder of your Days in ſome 
otrid Dungeon, or Hole, deep under 
round, Where you could never ſee the 
ht ? Would not Death itfelf be pre- 
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ght, not even the leaſt Glimpſe, is ever 


C 2 fetable 


— 


76 On the exterior Pains of | Hell 


| Morning, nor ever expect the dawning 


ferable to ſach a Puniſhment ? Au « 
what is this to that eternal Night, tg 
which the damn'd are ſentenc'd? The 
Exyptians were in a ſad Condition, 
when for three Days their whole Kin 
dom was cover'd with fiightful Dark- 
neſs, cad d by ſuch groſs Exhalatiom 
that they might even be felt dy 
Hand. But this Miſery was foon ove 
and they were comforted by the Re. 
turn of Light. Not ſo the dama'd i 
Hell, whole Night ſhall never have 


of the Day. 

Confider, 2dly, That the Horror. d 
this eternal Night ſhall. be beyond mea 
ſure aggravated by the diſmal..Mulick 
with which theſe poor Wretches hal 
be for ever entertain'd in this mel:nchol 
Abode ; which ſhall be no other tha 
dreadful Curſes and Blaſphemies, the in 
fulting Voices of the T ormentors, an 
the Howlings, Groans and Shrieks and « 
the tormented, the rattling of Chain led 
Laſhes of Whips, Se. And that t 
other Senſes may alto come in for the 
Share in Miſery, the Smell ſhall be fe 
ever regaled with the loathſome Exhi 
l atiol 
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lations of thoſe infernal Dungeons, and 
the intolerable Stench of thoſe half pu- 
tified Carcaſſes which are broiling there. 
he Taſte ſhall be oppreſs'd with a 
oſt ravenous Hunger and Thirſt ; and 
he Feeling with an inſupportable Fire. 

Conſider, zaly, That of all bodily 
orments, which we can ſuffer. in this 
Vorld, there is none more terrible than 
o burn alive: But alas! There is no 
ompariſon between burning here, and 
burning in Hell. All our Fires upon 
Wirth are but painted Flames, if com- 


or of@ared to the Fire of Hell. The Fire 
meaWor this World was made to ſerve us, 
ulickWnd to be our Comfort; that of Hell 
(halls created to be an Inſtrument of 


chol 
tha! 
he in 
„ lll 
ks 
hails 
at [0 
r the 
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| ation 


od's Vengeauce upon Sinners. The 
Fire of this World cannot ſubſiſt with- 
ut being nouriſhed by ſome combuſti- 
le Matter, which it quickly diſpatches 
id conſumes : The Fire of Hell, kin- 
Iled by the Breath of an angry God, 
equites no other Fuel than Sin; and 
eeds on this without ever decaying or 
onſuming. O dreadful Stain of Sin, 
which ſuffices to maintain an everlaſ- 
ing Fire! The Fire of this World can 

| bt only 
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only reach the Body; the Fire of Hel 
reaches the Soul itſelf, and fills it with; ha 
molt exquiſite Torments. Ah! Sin N 
ners, Which of you-all can dwelt with ;; 
this devouring Fire? Which of you alli ,, 
can endure this eternal Burning ? 
Conſider, qthly, And in . order to 


10 H. 
frame ſome better Notion of Hell. +. 
Torments, give Ear to a moſt authen-W ,,, 


tick Viſion related by St. Tereſa, Chapſ« T 
32. of her Life, © As I was one Da, v 
« ſaysthe Saint, i in Prayer, on a ſuddeniiſcc ;, 
« I found myſelf in Hell, I know no m 
«how I was carried thither : Only H g 
** underſtood that our Lord was pleas , m 
* that I ſhould ſee the Place which t m 
“ Devils had prepared for me there, and e 
« which I had deſerv'd by my Sins, a8 
What paſs'd here with me, laſted du a 8 
* a very little while; yet, if I Yhould« in 
„ live many Years, I don't believe N n. 
« ſhould ever be able to forget i 
« The Entrance appear'd to me to e Þ 
« ſemble--- that of an Oven very low* E 
% very narrow, and very dark. T e 
Ground ſeem'd like Mire exceedia 
filthy, ſtinking inſupportably, an 
P full of a Multicude of loathſom 
& YVerwil 
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& Vermin, At the End of it there 
« was a certain hollow Place, as if it 
my had been a kind of a little Preſs in a 
Sire Wall, into which I found myſelf 
Wia traſt, and cloſe penn'd up. Now, 
u ag, tho" all this which I have ſaid was 
„far more terrible in itſelf, than 1 
have deſcribed it; yet it might pals 
« for a Pleaſure in Compariſon with 
% that which I felt in this Preſs : This 
„% Torment was ſo dreadful, that no 
Da. Words can expteſs the leaſt Part of 
« it. I felt my Soul burning in ſo diſ- 
nog“ mal a Fire, that I am not able to de- 
nly “ {crive it. I have experienced the 
eas A moſt inſupportable Pains, in the Judg- 
h tg ment of Phyſicians, which can be 
„Aug“ corporally endured. in this World, 
Sin, as well by the ſhrinking up of all my 
d buff Sinews, as by many other Torments 
houq in ſeveral Kinds . but all theſe were 
eve “ nothing in Compariſon with what 
et ug“ J ſuffer'd there, join'd to the horrid 
to fe! Thought, that this was to be without 
low“ End or Intermiſſion for ever: And 
rb“ even this itſelf is ſtill little, if com- 
eum par'd to the Agony the Soul is in; 
Wy” it ſeems co her that ſhe is choak'd, 
C4 that 
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that ſhe is ſtifled, and her Angui 0 
and Torture go to a Degree of EY kn. 
ceſs that cannot be expreſs'd. R no 
too little to ſay, that it ſrems to he all 
that ſhe is butcher'd and rent u the 
Pieces: Becauſe this would exprefiſiſſ Ve 
ſome Violence from without tha ber 
tended to her Deſtruction; weten tin, 
here *tis ſhe herſelf, that is her o cdi 
Executioner, and tears herſelf in e. 


Pieces. Now as to that interiofff ! 
Fire and unſpeakable Deſpair, whidſ h 
comes in to compleat ſo many hor ſut 
rid Torments; I own I am not a thi. 
to deſcribe them. I ſaw not who tion 
was that tormented me; but I petite: 
ceiv'd my ſelf to burn, and. at the ment 
time, to be cut as it were and haſh! ife 
in Pieces---- In ſo frightful a Place“ 
there was no Room for the leine 
Hopes of Comfort: There was Meet 
ſuch Thing as even fitting or lyin pee 


down : | was thruſt into a Hole . C. 


a Wall; and thoſe horrible Wall lan 
cloſe in upon the poor Priſonet enſe 
and preſs and ſtifle them. There Me E 
nothing but thick Darkneſs withol IKe 
any Mixture of Light : : And yet oalte 
* 4 TEE | 6c kno! Ine, 
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Er know not how it is, tho' there be 
15M 00 Light there, yet one ſees there 
dall that may be moſt mortifying to 
the Sight.---- Altho* it be about fix 
' Years ſince this happen'd, which I 
here relate; I am even now in wri- 
ting of it ſo terrified, that my Blood 
chills in my Veins. So that whatſo- 
ever Evils or Pains I now ſuffer, if 
do but call to my Remembrance 
what I then endured, all that can be 
* ſuffer'd here appears to me juſt no- 
ming“. So far the Saint, whoſe Re- 
ation deſerves to be ponder'd at Lei- 
ure: For if ſuch, and ſo terrible Tor- 
ents had been prepar'd for her, whoſe 
ite from her Cradle, ſetting aſide a 
gw worldly Vanities, which for a ſhort 
ine ſhe had follow'd, had been ſo in- 


as nocent, what muſt Sinners one Day 
lyinÞ-2<R ? 

dle il Conſider, jthly, That there is no 
Wall lan on Earth, that has not quite Joſt his 


xenſes, who would be willing, even for 
he Empire of the World, to be broil'd 


ere il 
ArbodM'ke a Lawrence on the Gridiron, or 
yet Woilted for half an Hour by a flaw 


— 


ite, tho” he- was ſure to come off with 
| ' Se 5 his 


/ 
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'his Life : Nay, where is the Man thy 
would even venture to hold his Finge 
in the Flame of a Candle for half 
quarter of an Hour, for any Rewu 
that this World can give? Where j 
then the Judgment of the far greats 


Part of Chriſtians, who pretend to tuef 

lieve a Hell, yet live on with ſo Il Rer 

Apprehenſion and Concern for Ye! "9 
0 


together in the Guilt of mortal Sin, if 
Danger every Moment of falling ing” 
this dreadful and everlaſting Fire, hi Sou 
ving no more than a Hair's Breadth, Me 
is the thin Thread of an uncertain Lil ler d 
between their Souls, and a miſerable . 2 
ternity. Good God! deliver us fro 
this unfortunate Blindneſs, from thi bf J 
deſperate Folly and Madneſs. Tor 


3 


GN 
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The Fifteenth D a xv. 
Onsiver, Fir/t, That the f 
of Hell, with all the reſt of 0 
exterior Torments which ate 


— 
— 


ll. 

n Un cured there, are terrible indeed; but 
Fine no ways comparable to the interior 
half Pans of the Soul: That Para Damn, 
Lew or eternal Loſs of God, and of all that 
ere Wis Good ; that Extremity of Auguiſh, 


which follows from this Loſs ; that 
rueful Remorſe of a bitter, but frujtleſs 
Repentance, attended with everlaſting 


litt 

Ye Deſpair and Rage; that Complication 
Fin. ot all thoſe racking Tortures in the 
g inward Powers and Faculties of the 


oul, are Torments incomparably grea- 


h. th ter, than any thing that can be fut= 
in LI fer'd in the Body. | | 
idle Conſider, 2dly, In particular that 


ain of Loſs, which, in the Judgment 
of Divines, is the greateſt of all the 
Torments of Hell; tho' Worldlings 
ere have Difficulty of conceiving how 
lis can be. Alas! Poor Sinners, fo 
eak is their Notion of eternal. Goods, 
and ſo deeply are they immerſed in the 
Things of this World, amuſing them- 
ſelves with the Variety of created Ob. 
jects, -which divert their Thoughts from 
od's ſovetaigu Goodneſs, that they 
nnot imagine, that this. Loſs of God, 
a be ſo great, and diſinal a Torment, 
| C 6 as 


e N 


re e 
dur 
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as the S ints and Servants of God, whollM.ife 
are guided by better Lights, all agree Mall 
js. But the Caſe will be quite altea H 
when they ſhall find themſelves in Beal 
There they ſhall be convinced by theſ have 
own woful Experience, what a Miſen Com 
it is to have loſt their God; to hayWcret 
loſt him totally, to have loſt him irreMhey- 
vocably, to have loſt him eternally painf 
to have loſt him in himſelf, to have loWeerti 
him in all his Creatures; to be eternallMLo(s 
baniſh'd from him, who was their onlW\in 
Happineſs, their laſt End, and ſoreffref 
taign Good, the overflowing Fountan C 
of all Good ; and in lofing him, to ou! 
loſt all that is Good, and that for evaiiſnd 
As long as Sinners are in this mortWulti 
Life, they many Ways partake of ier 
Goodneſs of God, who makes his SuniWed t 
riſe pon the Good and Bad, and ron ol! 
upon tre Juſt and Unjuſt. All that Weiti: 
agreeable in this World, all that is What 
lightful in Creatures, all that is conWhav« 
fortable in Life, is all in ſome meaſuWhi 
a Participation of the divine GoodneliMoy 
No wonder then that the Sinner; wü ift 
he ſo many Ways partakes aſd een 


eden ot es, ſhould not in i» 


— — — — — 
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wholMLife be ſenſible of what it is to be to- 
tee Wally and eternally deprived of him. But 
teren Hell alas! choſe unhappy Wretches 
Hell ball find that in loſing their God, they 
' theinWHave alſo loſt all Kind of Good or 
Nile Comfort, which any of his Creatures 
haFcretotore afforded ; inſtead of which, 
| irieWhey find all Things now conſpiring a- 
nallyMWpainſt them, nor any Way left of di- 
ve lof'crting the dreadful Thought of this 
rnallWLoſs, which is always preſent to their 
r on inds, and gripes them with unex- 
fore@reflible Torments. 
untan Conſider, zalyj, That every damn'd 
o Poul ſhall be a Hell to herſelf, and all, 


r eveſſÞnd every one of her Powers and Fa- 
mortWulties ſhall have their reſpective Hells. 
of thiWHer Memory ſhall be for ever tormen- 
Sun 


ed by revolving, without ceaſing, her paſt 


4 rang olly, Stupidity and ' Madneſs in for- 
that Weiting the eternal Joys of Heaven, 
t is hat Ocean of Bliſs, which ſhe might 
is con 


have obtained at ſo cheap a Rate, and 


mealugwhich ſo many of her Acquaintance are 


>dnelow in Poſſefſion of, for an empty 
wiring Pleaſure that laſted but a Mo- 
of Mrent, and left nothing behind it but 


in 0c Stain of Sin, and the Remorſe, of 


a guil- 
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a guilty Conſcience ; or, for ſome pe 
Intereſt or Punctilio of Honour, 
which ſhe was then robb'd of all he 
Treaſures and all her Honours, ay 
upon Account of which, ſhe is now 
miſerably poor and deſpicable, eternal 
trodden under Foot by inſulting Deyj 
O! What will her Judgment then! 
of this tranſitory World, and all f 
cheating Vanities, when, after hai 
been Millions of Ages in Hell, lookin 
back from that immenſe Eternity, at 
ſcarce being able to find out in that ig 
finite Duration, this little Point of ht 
mortal Life, ſhe ſhall compare Ti 
and Eternity, paſt Pleaſures and preſe 
Pains, Virtue and Vice, Heaven a 
Hell. | 
Conſider, 4thly, That the Underſtan 
ing of the Damn'd, ſhall alſo have ; 
Hell in being for ever deprived of! 
Light of Truth, always employ'd 
falſe and blaſphemous Judgments ul 
| Notions concerning God and his J 
tice, to the great Encreaſe of its 01 
Miſery ; and ever dwelling upon 
Thoughts of preſent and futute I 
ments, without being able for 4 M 
- 648 ; , | mw 
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ment to think of any Thing elſe : So 
hat all, and every one of the Torments 
dich the Damn'd endure, and are to 
dure for all Eternity, are every Mo- 


now nent before the Eyes of their Un- 


ernaltgerſtanding: And thus in every Mo- 
Deen they bear the inſupportable Load 
= ea miſerable Eternity. 


Conſider, 5thly, That as the obſtinate 
ill of the Sinner has been the moſt 


lookil vilty, fo this Power of the Soul ſhall 

oy, Wi. fer in proportion the greateſt Tor- 

= x ents: Always ſeeking what ſhe ſhall 
ot be 


ever find, and ever flying from what 
e muſt for ever endure: Ah! What 
mtteſs Longings, what vain Wiſhes, 
all be her conſtant- Entertainments, 
vhilſt ſhe is doom'd for Eternity never 
0 attain to any one the leaft Thing 
which ſhe deſires: O! Who can ex- 


erftan 
have f 


| of Heels that violent Impetuoſity, with 
oy'd ich the Will of theſe Wretches is 
ts Wow carried towards God; ſenſible as 
wy Jt hey are of the immenſe Happineſs, 
ts 0" Which is found on the Enjoyment ud 
pon im: But alas! They always find a 

re Ta viſible Hand that drives them SY 
Ls | rather they aw find themſelves - 


w bound 
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bound fait down in eternal Chains, ſir 
gling in vain with that Hand whi 
they cannot reſiſt, and unable to mak 
the leaſt Approach towards the Obje 
of their reſtleſs Deſires. Hence the 
break forth into a thouſand Blaſphemie 
hence the whole Soul is torn. in Piecy 
with a whole Acmy of violent, a 
withal oppoſite Paſſions of Fury, Eu 
Hatred, Deſpair, &'c. Theſe Tormea 
of the interior Powers of the Soul 
are attended with that neyer-dyi 
Worm of Conſcience, which' ſhall {ll 
ever prey upon theſe Miſcreants ; } 

which is meant an eternal Remorſe, 
bitter, but fruitleſs Repentance, which 
ever racking their deſpairing Soul, 
Sweet Jeſus, deliver us from ſuch a dies 

ful Complication of Evils ! 


CHAP. XVI. 


On a miſerable Eternity. 


A The Sixteenth Da 1. 
ONSIDER, Firſt, That what: 

4 bove-all Things makes Hell 
| ; ' ©  xolad 
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letable, is the Eternity of its Tor- 
ents. I'is this Eternity, which is an 
finite Aggravation to all and every 
ne of them : Tis this bitter Ingtedi- 
nt, which makes every Drop of that 
up of the divine Vengeance, of which 
e Sinners of the Earth muſt. drink, 
o inſupportable. Were there any Hopes 


1Emies 
| Piece 


at, Wit the Miſeries of the Damn'd would 
Fuge Day have an End, tho' it was after 
rmeminnons of Ages, Hell would be no 
Sol nger Hell, becauſe it would admit of 
ON dme Comfort. But for all thoſe. un- 


xpreſſible Torments to continue for 
er, as long as God ſhal} be God, with- 
ut the leaſt Hopes of ever ſeeing an 
nd of them: O! This it is, that is 
e greateſt Rack of the Damn'd, O! 
ernity, Eternity! How little do 
'orldlings apprehend thee now! How 
rtible wilt thou be to them one Day, 
hen they ſhall find themſelves ingulf'd 
thy bottomleſs Abyſs, there to be 
r ever the Butt and Mark of all the 
ttows of God's avenging Juſtice 14 
Conſider, 2dly, If one ps bt 
em ſo long and tedious to a po ſick 
a in a burning Fever; if he * | 

an 


us: h 
norſe, 
Which 
Soul 
1 a Cre 


5. 


what 
. Hell! 
tolerw 


go On a miſerable Eternity. 
and turns, and no-where finds Reſt; 
he counts every Hour, and with om 
Impatience longs for the Mom m 
which yet will bring him but little Mod 
lief or Comfort ; what muſt this dre im 
ful Night of Eternity be, accompat 
ed With all the interior and exten 
Torments of Hell? No Man in | 
Senſes would purchaſe a Kingdom 
the Rate of lying for ten Years on 
ſoft Bed without coming off. Al 
What Miſery then muſt it be to 
chain'd down to a Bed of Fire at 
Brimſtone, not for ten Years only, n 
yet for ten thouſand times ten, 
for as many hundred thouſand Milli 
of Ages, as there are Drops of Wal 
in the Ocean, or Atoms in the Al 
in a word, for an immenſe Eternity. 
| Confider, zaly, And in order to e 
ceive (till better what this Eternity 
imagine with thyſelf, that if any one 
the Damn'd was to ſhed but one 6ingi'*s 
Tear at the End of every thouli 
Nears, till he had ſhed Tears ene 
to fill the Sea; what an immenſe d 
of Lime muſt this require. 


World has not yet laſted fix thou"! 
en 


A 

eſt; 
ſo mut 
Lornir | 
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ears: SO that the firſt of all the 
mn'd would not have ſhed fix Tears. 
ttle Mad yet, O dreadful Eternity! The 
5 dre me will certainly come, when any 
ompalihe of thoſe Wretches that are now 
extend Hell, may be able with Truth to 
in , that at the Rate of one Tear for a 
ouſand Years, he might have ſhed 
ears enough to drown the whole, 
AWorld, and fill up the immenſe Space 
Wwcen Heaven and Earth: And happy 
ire afou!d he be if his Torments were then 


ily, off ave an End. But alas! After theſe 
en, Millions of Millions of Ages, he fhall 
Milia as far from the End of his Miſery, 
Wal be was the firſt Day he fell into Hell. 


Winpute after this, if thou pleaſeſt, as 
my hundred thouſand Millions of 
to co4rs, as thy Thoughts can reach to; 
„ ſuppoſe the whole Surface of the 


rnit) 8 
one to be covered with numeral Fi- 
ne ſires; calt up, if thou canſt, this im- 
houſe Sum of Years, and then multi- 


W it by itſelf, and multiply again a ſe- 
nd Time the Product by itſelf ; and 
en at the Foot of this immenſe Ac- 
nt, write down, Here begins Eternity. 
terrible Eternity! Is ic poſſible that 

they 
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they that believe thee, ſhould not f 
thee ? Is it poſſible chat they that k 
thee, ſhould dare to fin ? 
Confider, 4thly, That in this Ft U 
it would be ſome ſmall Comfort to 
Damn'd, if their Pains, like thoſe oft 
Life, had any Intermiffion or Ab 
ment. But alas! Their Torment 
always the ſame; their eternal Fe 
never abates. For as their Sins are 
ways the ſame, and the Gate of Ma 
and Pardon is eternally ſhut upon tha 
ſo the Puniſhments of their Sins | 
always continue in one and the {i 
Degree of Rigour, without the 
Remiſſion or Diminution. The of: 
Glutton in Hell (Lake 16.) has not 
been able to obtain ſo much as 
fingle Drop of Water, for which 
ſo earneltly beg'd, nor will he ever ( 
tain it for all Eternity, Nor | 
Length of Time inure theſe Wiel 
to thoſe Evils which they ſuffer, 60 
to make them the more ſupportabie, 
Uſe and Cuſtom harden them 294 
them; but aſter Millions of Ages! 
Torments ſhall be as freſh, and Ul 
feeling of them the * as * 
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y. O great God! who can bear thy 
tignation, Or ſupport the Weight of 
/ avenging Hand. O! Dreadful E- 
of mortal Sin, which can enkindle 
eternal Flame. 


. 
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CH AP. XVII. 


Oz, Heaven. 


The Seventeenth D AY: 


Oxs1DER, Firſt, That if God's 
Juſtice be ſo terrible in regard 
to his Enemies, how much more 
il his Mercy, his Goodneſs, his Boun- 
declare itſelf in favour of his Friends. 
rcy and Goodneſs are his favourite 
tributes, in which he moſt delights : 
Mercies, ſays the royal Prophet, P/. 
h are above all his Works, What 
n muſt this bleſſed Kingdom be, 
ch in his Goodneſs he has pre- 
d for his beloved Children, for 
Manifeſtation of his Riches, his 
ry and Magnificence for all E- 
icy, A Kingdom, which the Son 
Cod himſelf hath purchas'd far us, 
At 


94 On HEAVEN: 
at no leſs Price, than that of his 0 
moſt precious Blood. No wonder th 
that the Apoſtle cries out, 1 C 
9. That neither Eye hath ſeen, wer Þ 
beard, nor hath it enter d into the 

of Man, what God hath prepared | 
thoſe that love him. No wone 
this Beatitude is defined by Divine, 
perfect and everlaſtiug State, repleni 
with all that is Good, withort the | 
Mixture of Evil: A general andu 
verſal Good, filling brimfull the 
Capacity of our Affections and | 
ſires, and eternally ſecuring us from 
Fear or Danger of Want or Chat 
Ah! Here it is that the Servant 
God, as the Pſalmiſt declares Hf. 
Shall be inebriated with the Plein 
God's Houſe, and ſhall be made to d 
of the Torrent of his Pleaſure; « 
of that Fountain of Life, which is v 
him, and flows from him, into | 
happy Souls for ever and ever. 
Conſider, 2dly, That altho' this 
ſed Kingdom abounds with all that 
be imagin'd Good and Delightful, 
that there is one ſoveraign Good 
the Sight, Love and Enjoyment 
| WI 


U 
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jch conſiſts the eſſential Beatitude 
the Soul, and that is God himfelſ, 
om the Bleſſed ever ſee Face to Face, 
{by the Contemplation of this in- 
te Beauty, are ſet on Fire with ſe- 
hick Flames of Love, and by a moſt. 
reand amiable Union, are transformed 
à manner into God himſelf; as 


tbe 


)ared | 


ivines, 


eplenil . need th iy . 
7,0 en Braſs or Iron in the Furnace is 
and ey penetrated by the Fire, it. 
the De its own Nature, and becometh 


Flame and Fire. Ah happy Crea- 
es! What can be wanting to com- 
it your Joys, who are in perfect Poſ- 


and ] 
from 


* jon of your God, the overflowing 
P. rce of all Good, who have within 
Pen without you, the vaſt Ocean of 


leſs Felicity? O! The exceſſive 
uy of our God, who giveth his 
ants in reward of their Loyalty ſo 
ita Good, which is nothing leſs 
n himſelf, the immenſe Joy of An- 
s. O! Shall not that ſuffice, my Soul, 
Winake thee happy, which makes God 

ſelf happy ! - | N 
anſider, 3dly, The Glory and Beau- 


e tad 
re; e 
ch is) 
into i 


0d, 
_ f the heavenly Jeruſalem, which the 
: WI Y Scripture, tO accommodate itſelf 


to 
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to our Weakneſs, repreſents to us 
der the Notion of ſuch Things, whi 
we moſt admire here below: $0: 
Jobn in the Apocalypſe, deſcribing a 
bleſſed City, tells us, that its Walls 
of precious Stones, and its Streets 
pure and tranſparent Gold: That th 
Streets are water'd with the River 
the Water of Life, reſplendent as Qr 
tal, which flows from the Throne 
God; and that on the Banks of, 
River on both Sides grows the Tree 
Life; that there ſhall be no Nig 
nor any Sun or Moon, but that 
Lord God ſhall be its Light for eh 
O bleſſed Jerxfſalem! O how gin 
are the Things hat are ſaid of thee, 
City of God! But what wonder?! 
if our great God has given us ſuch, 
ſo noble a Palace here below, in 
Place of Baniſhment, beautified v 
this Sun, Moon and Stars, accomplil 
and furniſh'd with this infinite Von 
of Plants, Flowers, Trees, and Ii 
Creatures of ſo many Sorts, all ſub 
vient to Man; if, I ſay, he has ſo.116 
provided for us in this Vale of Te 
and Region of the Shade of Da 
IF ( q 


—̃ ̃ ¾⅛. U 
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what mul} our eternal Habitation be 
the Land of the Living? If here he 
ſo bountiful even to his Enemies, in 
ring them ſo commodious, ſo noble 
Dwelling, what may his Friends and 
ervants expect in his eternal Kingdom, 
1 which, and by which, he deſigns to 
anifeſt to them his Greatneſs and 


U 1 
„ Whid 


ing 
Falls 
reets 
nat the 
Niver 


az Cory, for endleſs Ages in an ever- 
ar one ting Banquet, which he has there 
of epared for his Elect? Bleſſed by all 
Tree ¶teatures be his Goodneſs for ever. | 
Nil Confcder, 4thly, The bleſſed Inhabi- 
that Wnts of this heavenly Kingdom, thoſe 
or elulions of Millions of Angels, of 
gui om the Prophet Daniel, having ſeen 
thee, Nod Almi hty in a Viſion, tells us, Daz. 
ler: ll that Thoxſauds of Thouſands admi- 
uch, Mer unto him; and Tens of Tbou- 
, 10 rd of Hundredt ef Thouſands ſtood 
ied ire bim That infinite Multitude of 
omp)\Wints and Martyrs, and other Servants 


e Wi God of both Sexes, gather'd out of 


id lu Nations, Tribes and Tongues ; and 
11 fare them all, the bleſſed Virgin Mo- 
[0 nt of God, Queen. of Saints and An- 
of Ts: Their Number is innumerable. 


10! Who can expreſs the Happi- 
" > nels 


” 4 
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neſs of enjoying this bleſſed Company 
They are all moſt noble, moſt glorion 
molt wiſe, moſt holy: They are all} 
Blood Royal, all Kings and Quern 
all, Children and Heirs of the moſt hy 
God: Ever beautiful, and ever you 
crown'd with Wreaths of -immbi 
Glory, and ſhining much more bright 
than the Sun. Their Love and ( 
rity for one another is more than © 
be conceived ; They have all bur d 
Heart, one Will and one Soul; fo th 
the Joy and Satisfaction of every one 
multiplied to, as many-fold, as there! 
bleſſed Souls and Angels in Heaven, 
the inexpreſſible Delight, thar eache 
takes in the Happineſs of all, and er 
one of the reſt. Chtittians, Ict us Imi 
their Virtues here, that we may Cl 
to their. happy Society hereafter, 
with them eternally ſing to our 6 
the immortal Songs of Sion. 
Conſider, 5thly, That what rend 
all. the Joys. of Heaven, and the Feli 
of the Bleſſed comp'eatly Great 
the Eternity of this Bliſs, and that 
'fallible Certainty and Security wi 
they enjov, that their Happineſs is e 
dN with God's Eternity, that a6 
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On HEAVEx. 99 
God ſhall be God, they ſhall be with 
im in his bleſſed Kingdom. O! My 
oul, how pleaſant, how delightful it is 
W look forward into this vaſt Eternity, 
nd there to loſe thyſelf in this happy 
roſpe&t of endleſs Ages: O! Bleſs 
y God, that has prepared theſe immor- 
| Joys for the Reward of ſuch ſimall 
ervices, and defign'd them from all 
ternity for thee ! Nor ſhall this im- 


. 7 enſe Eternity render theſe. Enjoy- 
o nn ents any ways diſagreeable or tedious 
y den he Length of the Poſſeſſion; but as 


od is an endleſs Ocean of all Good, 
Wd his divine Eſſence an inexhauſlible 
each nite Treaſure of Delights; ſo the 
lappineſs of thoſe that eternally enjoy 
im ſhall be always freſh, always new. 
onclude then, Chriſtian Soul, to con- 
mn and forſake all that is earthly and 
mporal, and from this Hour to begin 
Journey towards this glorious, hea- 
ally and eternal Kingdom. There 
Joo ſhalt find all that thy Heart can 
lire, immortal Honours, immenſe 
iches, pure and eternal Pleaſures, Life, 
Wealth, Beauty never fading, c. O! 
vs alone is thy true Home, the Land 
the Living. c2 CH AF. 
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that enter by it. O] How narrow 


CHAP. XVIII. a 
On the ſmall Number of the Ela, h 
en 


The Eighthteenth DAY. in 


Oxs1DER, Firft, Thoſe Words f 
Chriſt, many are calPd, but ſa 
are choſen; which contain 

great and dreadful Truth, frequen 
inculcated by the Mouth of Truth i 
ſelf, to rouſe unthinking Mortals fra 
their profound Lethargy, into which i 
Enemy has lull'd them. This is one. 
thoſe Leſſons, which he has Jaid do 
for a Foundation of Chriſtian Moral 
in his divine Sermon on the Mountat 
Where he tells us, St. Mare. J. v. 13,1 
Exter in at the narrow Gate; for bri 
is the Gate, and wide is the Way, i 
leads to Damnation, and many there 


the Gate, and ſtrait.the Way, that lead 
Life, and ſew there are that fand 
Hence in the ſame Setmon he declali 
to us, that wot every one that ſays 1 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Ki 
of Heaven : But be that doth the 


On the ſmall Number, &c. 101 
my Father that is in Heaven: viz . 
2 faithful Compliance with the Law 
-W God and his Goſpel. Without this, 
Leck. aſſures us that it will avail us nothing, 
en to have done Miracles in his 
lame. Many ſhall ſay to me on that Day 


ord; Mf Judgment Lord, have me not propheſied 
t n % Name, and caſt out Devils in thy 
tain me, and dine many Wonders in thy 


lame : Aud then I will confeſs to them, 
lever knew you, depart from me 
Workers of Iniquity. Good God ! 
hat will become of us,” if thoſe, that 
we even done Miracles in thy Name, 
al nevertheleſs be excluded thy eter- 
an Kingdom? | 

Conſider, zaly, How many Ways this 
ghtful Truth has been declared or 
efigur'd to us in the Old Teftament : 
If all the Inhabitants of the Earth, only 
gut Souls, viz. Noah and his Family, 
ere preſerv'd by the Ark, from the 
aters of the Deluge, Of fix hun- 
ted thouſand of the Children of I, 
„ ewho came out of the Land of 
yr under the Conduct of Moſes, 
ly two Perſons, 27 and Caleb, en- 
i'd Canaan the Land of Promiſe, 
+ ab. Which 


102 On the ſmall Number 
which Figure the Apoſtle St. Paul e 
preſly applies to us Chriſtiaus, 1 C 
10. To the ſame Effect the Prophe 
Tſatas, Chap. 24. v. 13, 14. likens th 
that ſhall eſcape the divine Vengeanc 
to that ſmall Number of Olives that g 
main on the Tree after the Fruit 
gather'd, or to the few Bunches 
Grapes, that are found on the Vines 1 
ter a well glean'd Vintage. Ab! C 
tians, hear then, and obey the Voice 
your Saviour, when he tells you, 
Lake 13, v. 23. Contend, that is, (ini 
with all your Force to enter in at i 
narrow Gate, for many I aſſure you 
ſeek to enter, and ſhall not be able: 1 
cauſe the Generality of Chriſtians, 
they uſe ſome Endeavours to enter, 
don't ſtrive with all their Force, til 
are not thorougly in earnelt in 
ſeeking, and therefore ſhall never ff 
Hear again with Fear and Trembling 
great Apoſtle St. Peter, when het 
you, that f the Juſt will hardly ba] 
ved, where will the Sinner appeat 
Epiſtle, Chap. 4. v. 18. O my 8 
let us then tale care, as the ſame Ap 


tle admoniſhes, 2 Pez. 1, By good HA 
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e make our Election ſure, and if others 


1 Cahill go in Crowds to Hell, let us re- 
PropiMWplve not to go with them for Com- 
ns thoſMany's Sake. 

igeancl Cor/eder, zaly, The Sentiments of the 
chat Moly Fathers upon this Subject expreſs'd 
Fruit WW their Writings ; but much more in 
ches Meir penitential Lives, and in that Fear, 


which they liv'd and died, of the 
udgments of God, which they knew 
d be very different from the Judg- 
ents of Men, Chriſtians, let the Senti- 
ents of theſe Children of Light weigh 
ore with us, than the vain and ground- 
fs [maginacjons of deluded Worldlings, 
ſho cry out Peace and Secarity, when 
dien Deſtruction 1s juſt lightmg | upon 
heir Heads, Q! Give ear for once 
che great St. Joh! Chryſoſtome, one 
the chief Doctots of the Church of 
pod, who made the Study of the Scrip- 
re his conſtant Employment, and was 
Wuticularly affiſted by the Spirit of God, 
Ir the Underſtanding thereof; give ear, 
ay, to what he poſitively pronounces 
one of his Sermons to the People 
f C onſtantinople, at that Time the 
Pital City of the World, inhabited by. 
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many hundred Thouſands of Chriſtian 
whoſe Lives in all Appearance were fil 
as regular, as ours are. How many 
think ye, ſays he, will be ſaved in thif 
“City? What I am going to ſay will 
&« terrify you; but yet I mult ſpeak i 
Of ſo many Thouſands there wil 
* hardly one Hundred be ſaved ; Ani 
*I doubt even of thoſe”. So far t 
Saint. And are we, my Soul, in no Du 
ger of being of the greater Number 
Is our Life ſuch, as to afford any re 
ſonable Hopes, that if ſo very fel 
be ſaved, we ſhall be of that , hapy 
Society? | 
Conſider, athly, That tho? the Seri 
ture and Fathers had ſaid nothing « 
the ſmall Number of the Eled; . 
that this Truth muſt appear ey ident 
us, if we compare the Lives of the Gen 
rality of Chriſtians with the Golpel ( 
Chriſt, and his holy Commandmenl 
If thou wilt enter into Life, lays 0 
Lord, Matt. 19. keep the Comma 
ments : There is no other Way to 
everlaſting, And the firſt and grea 
of all the Commandments is this, Th 
falt love the Lord thy God with 1 
87. * f 


W 
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tart, with all 17 Soul, with all thy 
[ 


find, and wich all thy Strength, Matt. 
Now how few are there that keep 


riſtian 
ere ful 


muß 

in thi is Commandment ? *Tis eaſy to ſay 

ay wilt m the Generality of Chriſtians, that 
elove God with our whole Heart ; 


t what is the Practice of our Lives > 


: Anoes not Self-love, Vain-glory, Senſua- 
far My, c. on every Occaſion take Place 


10 Du God? If ſo, 'tis in vain to ſay we 
„bin above all Things. And yet, 
reis no Salvation i an this Love, 
ry feÞbink well of this. Beſides, the Apoſtle 
t hape James declares, Chap. 4, v. 4. That 
ever will be a Friend of this World, 
omes an Enemy of God: And St. 
In, Epiſt. 1. Chap. 2. v. 15. If any 
bie the World, the Love of tbe Fa. 
is not in him. And Chriſt himſelf 
1e Geuihelares, Mt we cannot ſerve two Maſe 
ofpel Fs, Matt. 6. v. 24. How then can 
1dment} think to reconcile the Conduct of 
ſays OF greateſt Part of thoſe that call them- 
ommalQ'es Chriſtians (whoſe whole Study is 


to L pleaſe the World, and to conform 
d greademſclves to its falſe Maxims, corrupt 
is, Ti itoms, and deluding Vanities) with 
TTL a  ExpeQation of the Kingdom of 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, which is not to be obtained 
by uſing Violence upon ourſelves, þ 
renouncing this finful World, and 
a Life of Self-denial and Mortification 
Conſider, 5thly, How great a Corr 
tion is generally found even among 
the greateſt Part of true'believing -Chri 
tians, and from thence - make Aa Jud 
ment of their future Lot. Haw: fe 
are Proof againſt human Reſpeds, ui 
the pernicious Fear of what the Hy 
will ſay. Alas! What Numbers fac 
fice their eternal Salvation to this cuiſt 
Fear, by rather chuſing to forfeit t 
Grace of God, than the falſe Hong 
and Eſteem of this World! How mn 
of thoſe, whoſe Birth and Fortune hi 
advanc'd them above the Level of the 
fellow Mortals, live continually int 
State of Damnation, by a curſed Dilg 
ſition of never putting up an Afﬀeroni ; 
and of preferring their worldly Hondl 
before their Conſcience ? Unhappy Mal 
who, by conforming themſelves now WW: 
thoſe falſe Maxims of deluded Wolf 
lings, will be trampled under Foot 
inſulting Devils for all Eternity! HW: | 


few Maſters of Families are nes 
| oll 


of the ELECT. 107 


llicitous for choſe under their Charge, 
) (ce that Inſtructions be not wanting, 
yvotions be not negleQed, Tc. and 


ined by 
ves, b 
and 5 


2 at nothing ſcandalous. or tinful lurk 
ou {cr the Favour of their Negligence 

4 00 Connivance; and yet the Apoſtle 
; nil 


ſures us, that if any Man neglects the 


a Judy are of his Family, he is worſe than an 
* fe fidel, 1 Tim. 5. v8 How few Pa- 
> Wh ts effectually take care to bring up 


cir Children from theit Infancy in 
e Fear of God, and early to inſpire 
to them a Horror of Sin above all E- 
ls! Ah! What a double Damnation 
ill the 7 Part bring upon them- 
res, by facrificing theſe tender Souls 
the Devil and the World, which they 
ight with ſo much Eaſe have confe- 
ned to Heaven! In fine, not to run 
ver all States of Life in particular, 
it not viſible that Injuſtice, Impurity, 


rs ſac 
s Curſe 
rfeit- f 
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W mat 
tune n 
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ro ide, DetraQion, c. every-where reign 
p " Wnongſt Chriſtians, and that the Num- 
Won er of thoſe who live up to the Goſpel 
Foa very ſmall, Good God! Have 
'1 Ha lercy on us, and give us Grace to be 
- cer the Number of the few, that ſo we 
ne e > of the Number of the ſaved. 
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Effect, think ye, will Sin have upon M 


both them, and their Poſterity, to inn 
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CHAP. XIX. 
On mortal Six. 


The Nineteenth- DAT. 


OxsmER, Firſt, That there is1 
upon Earth, nor even in H 

itſelf, a Monſter more hideou 
more filthy and abominable, than 8 
A Monſter that is the firſt-botn of 
Devil; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
the Parent both of the Devil and He 
There was not in the whole Unive 
a Creature more beautiful, more pf 
fea, more accompliſh'd with all Ki 
of Gifts, both of Nature and Grad 
than was that bright Angel Lacifer u 
his Companions : Yet one mortal & 
and that only conſented to in Thong 
chang'd them in an Inſtant into up 
Devils, juſt Objects of Horror and | 
bomination to Gad and Man. Wi 


who is but Duft and Afhes, if it bl 
ſo fouly the Stars of Heaven? T. 
this Monſter Sin, that caſt our firſt-1 
rents out of Paradiſe, and condemvb 
er 


metdd 
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erable Miſeries, and to both a tempo- 
and, eternal Death. Twas Sin 
o wn'd the World with the Waters of 
ie Flood; and daily, crowds Hell 
ich Millions of poor Souls, to be the 
nel of endleſs Flames. Good God! 
jeliver us from this curſed Evil. 
hideolM Confider, adly, That Sin is the Death 
han Sk the Soul. For as *tis the Soul of 
rn of Man, which gives, Life to his Body, 
nd conſequently, that Body is dead, 
om which the Soul is gone: So tis 
e Grace of God, which is the Life 
ore pal the Soul, and that Soul is dead, which 
dy mortal Sin has loft: her God and 
d Grads Grace, If then, a dead Carcaſs from 
hich the Soul is gone, be ſo loathſome 
2ctal dyed frightful, that few could endure to 
aſs one Night in the ſame Bed with 
Wich a Bed-fellow ? How is it poſſible, 
nhappy Sinner, that thou canſt endure 
M carry continually about with thee a 
arcals of a Soul dead in mortal Sin, 
thich is far more loathſome and hide- 
This? Ah! Beg of God that he would 
den thy Eyes to fee thy own deplo- 
deu dle State, ro deteſt the helliſh Mon- 
to inter Sin, which thou baſt ſo long nou- 
metib D rina 


— 


110 On mortal S fx. 
riſh'd in thy Breaſt, and which is 4 
true Cauſe of, all thy Miſery. ' 
Conſider, 3dly, What the Soul los 
by Sin; and what ſhe gains to recon 
penſe this Loſs. She loſes the Gru 
of God, the greateſt of all Treaſurg 
and in lofi ing this, ſhe loſes God'hin 
ſelf; She loſes the fatherly Protea 
aud Favour of God; ſhe loſes the Dj 
nity of Child of God, and Spouſe | 
Chriſt; ſhe loſes her- Right and Title 
an eternal Kingdom: She is ſtript of 
the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, rob 
of all the Merits of her whole L 
becomes a Child of Hell, and a Slave 
the Devil, ſpiritually poſleſs'd by hi 
and with him liable to an eternal Du 
nation: And this is all ſhe gains by d 
becauſe the Wages of Sin is Des 
Rom. 6. The Death of the Soul hi 
and a ſecond and eternal Death he 
after. Ah! Wretched Sinners, e 
your Eyes to ſee, and bewail your 
mentable — in thus exchang 
God for the Devil, Heaven for Hell. 
Conſider, gthly, That Sin is infiai 
ly odious and deteſtable in the Sight Mi 
God, as being infinitely oppolite 7 | 
: 01 
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dyeraign Goodneſs, He hates it with 
n eternal and neceſſary Hatred, and 


h is { 


dul lose 


mn no more ceaſe to hate it, than he 
) reconWan ceaſe to be God. Hence if the juſt- 
e Graeff Man upon Earth were ſo unhappy, 
-eaſureW to fall into any one the leaſt mortal 


otectia 
the Vi 
pouſe 
Title 
ipt of 
t, rod 
le U 
F Shave 


in, he would in that ſame Moment 
come the Enemy of God; and, if he 
ere to die in that Guilt, would cer- 
inly feel the Weight of God's aveng- 
g Juſtice ſor all Eternity. Ah! Chriſ- 
uns, never let us be ſo mad as to ven- 
re to be at War with God. Alas! 
ow many, and how dreadful Judg- 
ents, does he daily exerciſe upon Sin, 


d by bad Sinners? How many in Puniſh- 
nal DaW:nt of Sin, are ſnatch'd away in the 
s by Mower of their Age, by ſudden and un- 
s DedMovided Death? How many die in 


soul haWelpair? How many after having long 
eath hauled God's Graces, are given up to a 
ers, Off@Þrobate Senſe, to a Hardneſs of Heart, 
1 youre worlt and molt terrible of all his 
xchangWdoments? Oh! Let us tremble at the 
r Hell oughts of ſo great a Misfortune : Let 


s infinißz be convinc'd, that there can be no 
iſery ſo great as that which we incur 
mortal Sin ; and that we are more 


9 Our. 
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our own Enemies, and do ourſelye 
more Milchief by conſenting to any one 
mortal Sin, than all Men upon Earth 
and all the Devils ia Hell could do u, 
tho? they were all to conſpire together 
to do their worſt : Becauſe all that they 
can do, as long as we don't conſent u 
Sin, cannot hurt the Soul ; whereas we 
ourſelves, by conſenting to any one mo 
tal Sin, bring upon our own Souls. 
dreadful and eternal Death. Good God 
never ſuffer us to be ſo blind, as to bt 
come thus the Murderers of aur om 
Souls. | 

Conſider, 5thly, O! My Soul, a 
tremble at the Sight of that Multitud 
of Treaſons againſt thy God, by whid 
thou haſt ſo often provoked his Indi 
nation in the whole Courſe of thy Lik 
Alas! Is it not too true, that tho 
no ſooner didſt come to the Ule « 
Reaſon, than thou abandoned(t thy 
King and thy God, under the Wig 
of whoſe fatherly Protection, thou had 
happily paſs'd the Days of thy land 
cence? Ah! How early didſt thou 1 
away from the beſt of Fathers, and, I 
the prodigal Child, ſquandering way 


LEY 
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{elveMWSubſtance in a ſtrange Land, ſought'ſt in 


y one an to ſatisfy thy Appetite with the 
Earth WHusks of Swine. Paſs over in thy 
do uMcmembrance, in the Bitterneſs of thy 
ether Poul, all the Years of thy Life; 


ut chend (ce what Treaſures of Iniquity in 
ent Thought, Word, and Deed, will diſ- 
eas rover themſelves to thy Eyes: See how 
e mor hong thou haſt unconcernedly ſported 


zouls4 
1 God 

to be 
IT OW 


hyſelf on the Brink of a dreadful Pre- 
pice, having no more than a Hair's 
rreadth betwixt thy Soul, and Hell. Be 
onfounded at thy paſt Folly ; admire 
nd adore the Goodneſs of thy God; 


11, uind now at leaſt reſolve to embrace his 
ultituFercy. 

4 Which 

$ Indi P Y 

1y Li CHAP. XX. 

at tho | 

N On the relapſing Sinner. 

a(t tij 

Wy The Twentieth D Ar. 


JOU m 


y Im Ons RER, Firlt, That if any one 
hou i mortal Sin be lo beinous a Trea- 
and, l ſon againſt the foveraign Ma- 
way ay of God, as we have ſeen in the 

ol D 3 fote- 


114 On the relapſing Sinner, 
foregoing Chapter; if every ſuch Sin 
be an Abomination to our Lord, a 
the Death of the Soul of that unhappy 
Sinner, who is guilty of it: What mul 
we think of the miſerable Condition « 
relapſing Sinners, that is, of ſuch Chil 
tians, who are continually falling agu 
and again into the ſame mortal Sin 
after their repeated Confeſſions, and ſe 
lemn Promiſes of Amendment? Ala 
What can we think, but that by thi 
Method of Life, they are treaſuring vpk 
themſelves Wrath againſt the Day 
Wrath; and will in all Appearand 
ſooner or later, draw down a dreadfi 
Vengeance upon their own Heads?! 
cauſe by every Relapſe their Crime | 
aggravated, and their latter Conditid 
becomes worſe than the former. 
Conſider, 2dly, The Ingratitude, t 
Per fidiouſneſs, the Contempt of G0 
which the relapſing Sinner is guilty 6 
as often as after his Reconciliation, 
returns like a Dog to the Vomit. 
is guilty of the higheſt Ingratitude, 
treading under Foot the Grace of, N 
conciliation, by which, he had been 
little before rais'd from the Dungy 


* 
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þ Sia, and even drawn out of the Jaws 
d, u Hell; and by a diſtinguiſhing Mer- 
ihappyſW&y c<ltored to the Friendſhip of God, 
u mul the Dignity of Child of God, and 
jon der of Heaven. He is guilty of a baſe 
Chiti eridiouſneſs, in breaking his ſolemn 
> ag ord given to God in his Confeſſions. 
1 Sine is guilty of a notorious Contempt 


f the divine Majeſty, in baniſhing God 


Als om iis Soul, after having invited him 
by u and introducing Satan in his Place, and 
ng vp after a full Knowledge and Expe- 


ence of both Sides. Good God! To 
ut the whole Univerſe in Ballance with 


ee, would be a moſt heinous Affront; 
3s ? ice Heaven, and all the Powers there- 
rime WF; the Earth and Seas, and all Things 


erein, are leſs than a Grain of Sand, 
compared to thee : What then muſt 


de, Me thiuk of the unparallel'd Injury done 
of Gollee by the relapſing Sinner, when put- 
vilty Me thee and Satan in the Scales, he 
tion, Mies the Preference to the Devil? | 
nit. Conſider, 3dly, The dreadful Danger, 
ade, which the relapſing Sinner is daily 


poſed, from the Sword of the divine 
iltice hanging over his guilty Head 
I daily provoked by his Ingratitude, 
_ 4: | and 


116 On the relapfing Simmer 
and Inſolence. Alas! We are all mot. 
tal: We neither know the Day nor the: 
Hour, that will be our laſt ; if wehe 
ſutprized by Death in the State of mot 
tal Sin, as Millions have been, we ar 
irrecoverably loſt. . If then it be'a Mad: 
neſs at any Time to risk Eternity, by 
conſenting to a mortal Sin; how much 
more to ptovoke the Almi gHty by fre 
quent Relapſes, and by a Practlee of a 
uſing his Graces and Mercy at eve 
Turn? Ah! What Multitudes of Soul 
have been thus betray'd into that dif 
mal Pit of never-ending Woe, When 
the Worm never dies, and the Fite n 
ver is quench'd ? Unhappy Wretche 
they deſign'd as little to damn the 
ſelves, as any of us; but God will nd 
be laugh'd at. 

Confider, 4thly, Another Evil whi 
the Sinner, who fr requently falls back int 
the ſame Sins, has too juſt Reaſon to 
prehend, which is the Inſincerity of 
paſt Repentance. For in reality, Wii 
Appearance is there, that his Sorrow u 
Reſolution of Amendment. has been ſ06 
as God requires, when, after fo ml 


Confeſſions, he is till "the lame 1 
fl 
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or the rac Contrition is a ſoveraign Grief, by 
we be rich the Penitent deteſts his Sin above 
mot other Evils, with a full Determina- 
we mon, and firm Reſolution of never re— 
 MadWrning to it more. Now how is it 
ty, Meely, that the relapſing Sinner deteſts 
muaMyicerely his Sin above all Evils, with a 
y fem Purpoſe of Amendment, when he is 
of W ſoon, fo eaſily prevail'd upon by the 
t event Temptations to return to it again? 

f Sou Co ſider, 5 thy, The Remedies and 
hat digleans, by which we are to be preſerv'd 
wWherom this pernicious Evil of relapſing 
Fire neo mortal Sin. The firſt is to avoid 
retcheWe dangerous Occaſions, which have, 
1 then probably may, draw us into the ſame 
will nns: Without this Care to fly the Oc» 
ions of Sin, the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions 
Amendment will prove ineffeQual, 
we daily fee by woful Experience: 
n to re har loves the Danger ſhail periſp 
, Eccl. 3. No Pretexts of worldly 
oucerns muſt here be put in Bal lance 
row An Eternity: We muſt part with 
Jen ſand or Eye, ſooner than loſe our Souls. 
fo maWH o'er main Preſervative againſt Re- 
le, is to labour by fervent Prayer, and 
gent frequenting of the Sacraments, 
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to ſuppreſs the unhappy Diſpoſitions th 
inſentibly lead therennto ; vigorouſly j 
reſiſt the firſt Motions to Evil; andy 
ſtrive with all poſſible Diligence to ro 
out that wretched Propention to Sy 
which former Sins have left in the Soul 
Ah! How hard is it to maintain a Ca 
tle, where the Enemy has already ſ 
priz'd the Avenues, and has a troy 
Party within, ready to open the Gat 
unto him? The third and chief Remy 
dy againſt Relapſe, is for the Penite 
carefully to nouriſh in his Heart atm 
penitential Spirit; daily to renew h 
Sorrow for his Sins, and to recount! 
the Sight of God, in the Bitternels ( 
his Soul, all his paſt Iniquities ; daily 
admire and adore that Mercy, whit 


bore with him fo long, and to value r 
bove all Treaſures that Grace of Reco. .. 
Ciliation, by which he has been dn 
out of ſo much Miſery : Daily to Mey 
of God with all the Fervour of Meat 
Soul, ſooner to take him out of d 
World, than to ſuffer him any mom ena 


die to him by mortal Sin. Good Gd 
grant that this may be always the! 
polition of our Souls. Amen, Ames 
GHA 
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Ions th CHAP. XXI. 
rouſly i : er 
and 0, doing Penance for our Sins. 
2 tO ro 

to Fi 


The Twenty-firſt Day. 


the Soul 
_—_ \OxsSIDER, Firſt, Thoſe Words. of 
zady ( Chriſt, Luke 13. v. 3, 5- Except 


a {trot 
e Gut 
f Rem 
P enite 
tat 
eneWw | 


you dv Penance you ſhall all periſh. 
cold here a general Rule, nor does 
ur Lord make any Exception. Pe- 
ance then is neceſſary, Firſt, For all 
joſe, whoſe Conſcience accuſes them 
W mortal Sin; alas! Such as theſe muſt 
COU Sher do Penance for their Sins, or burn 
rnels GS: them for all Eternity. Poor Sin- 
dai rs, their State is moſt deplorable! 
„ wi hey are playing upon the very Brink 
value Hell, and every Moment one or 
| Reco: of them, is tumbling down into 
n dr bottomleſs Pit; and is it poffible, 
te ey mould be unconcern'd under ſo 
of Neat and evident a Danger ? Why then 
cy d they not lay hold of the Grace of 
mo"Wenance, the only Plank, that can ſave 
d Cem after Shipwreck ; the-only Means 
the t for the Salvation of their Souls? 
* N D 6 24%, 
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zdly, Penance is neceſſary for all thok 
who, tho? their Conſcience accuſes then 
not at preſent, yet have in their pal 
Life been guilty of ſuch mortal Offen. 
ces. Ah! Chriſtians, any one mori 
Sin is enough for us to do Penance fot 
all our: Life. And how can we do le 
if we conſider what mortal Sin is; whd 
it is to have been the Enemies of Got; 
what it is to have been under the Sen 
tence of eternal Damnation; and nei 
certainly to know whether this Sentend 
has been cancell'd? Is not this ſufficied 
to oblige us to a penitential Life ? 
we otherwiſe pretend to be ſecure! 
Even thoſe (and God beſt knows hoi 


0 
few they are) who are not conſcioul ; 
to themſelves of having committed ao; 
ſuch Sin in their whole Life-time, mulMu; 
not therefore think themſelves eren na 
from the Obligation of doing PenaneMWy: 
As well becauſe of their hidden Sac 
or thofe which they may have oc. 
fion'd in others; for zo Man knows wii: 
ther he be worthy of Love or Ham, 
Eccl. 8. 9. As alſo becauſe a penitenialy þ 
Life, is the beſt Security againſt Mo, 
which will inſenſibly prevail over vs, t 


for our SIN S. 121 
thoſe t curb'd by Self-denial, Mortification 
them Penance. f 

r path Conſider, zdly, That as to the Me- 
Offen. Mcd of Penance, different Rules muſt 
mottiſſhe preſcrib*d to different Perfons. Thoſe, 
ice Mo hive the Misfortune to be actually 
lo leb the State of mortal Sin, or, What is 
3 Maß l more deplorable, are plung'd in the 
God Wepth of a Habit of one or more Kinds 


ve Sent mortal Sins, as ſoon as their Eyes 
d neieWre open'd to diſcover the hellih Mon- 
entencger, which they catry about with them, 
a ficient 


lt, like the prodigal Child, ariſe with- 


e? Mr delay to return to their Father. A 
ſecure W:crifice of a contrite and humble Heart, 
180 what God above all Things, calls for 
onſciot 


their Hands; this ought to be the 


ted ui oundation of all their Penance: With- 


ne, mui this, corporal Auſterities will be of 

exemnal! Account. Such Sinners ought to 
"enane Wire themſelves no reſt, till they have 
en Suede their Peace with their God: Their 


ye OCL 
0WS W 
Hatril 
enitem 
zinſt & 
ver v5! 
U 


ins ought to be always before their 
yes. Their firſt Thoughts in the Morn- 
9, Ought to be upon their Misfortune, 
deing at ſo great a Diſtance from their 
od, enſlaved to the Devil, and liable 
de his Companions in eternal Miſe- 
+ > 


* 
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ry: The like ought to be their lad. 
Thoughts at Night; when, like the 5 
penitent David, they ought to waſh their # 
Beds with their Tears. As often as they.) 
appear before their God in Prayer, it 25 
ought to be in the Spirit of the hum- 4 
ble Publican, looking upon themſelves f 
unworthy to lift up their Eyes to Hes wet 
ven, or towards the Altar of God, and —_ 
with him, ſtriking their Breaſts with aff? f© 
Lord be merciful to me a Sinner. Thus P = 
will they certainly obtain Mercy, from Hog 


him, who is the Father of Mercy. er © 


*tter 
Jotto 
Dole 
tactic 
gene 
d the! 
low 
nt Sy 
us, 
What 
cy of 
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| Conſider, zaly, That after the Sinnet 
has done his Endeavours to ſeek a Re 
conciliation with his offended God, b 
a ſincere Repentance and Confeſſion d 
his Sins; he muſt not think himſelf ei 
empt from any further Penance ; a 
if he had now no Debt to diſcharge . 
the Juſtice of God, no Obligation 
making Attonement for his Sins, by pen 
tential Works, and of bringing fort 
Fruits, worthy of Penance. This woul 
be a great and dangerous Error. No 
mul} he content himſelf with barely a 
quitting himſelf of the Penance enjoy. 8 Y 
by his Confeſſot, which, tis to be feat , 
| | feld n 
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' eldom is ſufficient to ſatisfy fully the 
tue atice of God. Alas! If Sinners were 

:1ly ſenſible of the enormous Injury 
lone to God by mortal Sin, as true 
*enitents mult be, they would certainly 
Io Penance in another Manner, than too 
Tea. a" do; they would be more in ear- 

er peſt in chaſtizing their own ſinful Fleſh 
y penitential Works, and thus making 
proportionable Attonement to God, 
or their paſt T reaſons, 

Conſider, qthly, That the true Man- 
zer of doing Penance for our Sins, is 
tter learnt from the holy Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church, than from the 
Sole Maxims of Worldlings, or the 
"Wratice of too many Penitents in this 
Feenctate Age. Let us give Ear then 

d theſe Lights of the Church, and 
Slow their Directions on this impor- 
Int Subject. © God himſelf has taught 


ou us, ſays St. Cyprian [L. de Lapis] in 
= what Manner we are to crave Mer- 


Noll © of him. He himſelf ſays, Return 

to me with your whole Heart, in Faſt- 
ing, and Weeping, and Mourning, Joel 
2, Let us then return to the Lord 
with our whole Heart; let us ap- 
<< peale 
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„Our Lodging ſhould be on the Floo 


the Garment of Chriſt, we ſhoul 
© not now ſeek any (worldly) Cloath 


„ in good Works, by which our Sin 
% may be purg'd away, We mult gr 
* frequent Alms, by which our Sou 
may be delivered from Death.“ 

far St. Cyprian. With whom agree 
St. Pacian, in his Exhortation to P. 
nance, © It any one call you to Ut 
„ Bagnio, you muſt renounce all fuc 
% Delights. If any one invite you! 
« Banquet, you muſt ſay, ſuch ! 
© vitations are for thoſe that haven 
„ had the Misfortune to loſe their Gt 
„ I have finn'd againſt the Lord, al 
am in Danger of periſhing eternal) 


&« W 


* 


= 


<« peaſe his Wrath by Faſting, Weeping, 
and Mourning, as he admoniſhes us.— 
Let the Greatneſs of our Grief, equal 
the Heinouſneſs of our Sins--- we 
muſt pray earneſtly ; we mult paſ 
the Day in Mourning, and the Night 
in Watching and Weeping, ſpend- 
ing all our Time in penitential Tear vent 


* ſtrew'd with Aſhes, our Covering 
“% Haircloth, c. After having calt of 


„ing. we muſt employ ourſelves non 


Wh 
have 
mak 
muſ! 
you 
the 
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What have I to do with Feaſts, thar 
have offended my God? You' muſt 
make your Court to the Poor, you 
muſt beg the Prayers of Widows, 
you muſt caſt yourſelf at the Feet of 
the Prieſts; you - muſt imptore the 
nterceſſion of the Chutch; you 
= try all Means, which may pre- 
vent your petiſhing everlaſtingly.” 
nd St. Ambroſe; in his ſeeond Book of 


nance, Chap. 10.“ Can any :one'ima- 


pine that he is doing Penance; whilit 
he is indutging his Ambition in the 
Purſuit of Honours, whilſt he is fol- 


lowing Wine, Se? The ttue Peni- 


tent muſt renounce the World; muſt 


in abridge even the neceſſary Time of 


Sleep, muſt interrupt it with his 
dizhs, and cut it ſhort with his 


el Prayers.” And St. Cæſarias of Arles, 


om. 8. « As often' as we viſit the 
Sick, or thoſe that are in Priſon, or 
reconcile together thofe that are at 
Variance one with another: As of- 


Jen as we faſt on Days commanded 


by the Church---- give Alms to the 
Poor, that paſs by our Door, &c. by 
theſe, and ſuch like Works, our ſihalf 

| „ Sins 
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Sins are daily redeem'd. But Wunde 
alone is not enough for capitlſſyin, 
„Crimes; we muſt add Tears aneyer 
* Lamentations, and long Falts, aide; 

* large Alms to the utmoſt of oy 

ower.” Thus, as the ſame Saint tel 
us, Hom. 1. by preſent Morcificatio 
will be prevented the future Sentenc 
cok eternal Death; thus by humblin 
© the Guilty, will the Guilt be cox 
© ſumed: And by this voluntary 8e 
c verity, the Wrath of the dreadfu 
“% Judge will be appeas'd--- Theſe ſho 
e penitential Labours will pay off tho 
« vaſt Debts, which otherwiſe eve 
* laſting Burning would never have dil 
„ charg'd.” Chriſtians, let us folloj 


in Practice, theſe excellent Guides. | Wre 
3 i r jul 
in 

CH AP: XI. es to 

ne at 

Againſt Delay of Repentance. p. 4 

| mo 


The Twenty- ſecond DA v. 


OxsipEk, Firſt, That of all d 


Deceits of Satan, by which 
delud 


Crltat 
ther 


> 
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lades poor Sinners to their eternal 
in, there is none greater, or more 
Wncrous than this, by which, he per- 
Wades them to put off their Repen- 
Wce and Converſion from time to 
e, till there is no more Time for 
m. Alas! Thouſands, and Millions 
poor Souls have been thus betray'd 
o everlaſting Flames, who never de- 
d to damn themſelves by dying in 
MW, any more than any one of us at pre- 
Wt does: But by putting off their Con- 
fion, they have by a juſt Judgment of 
d been ſurpriz'd by Death, when they 
"Ft expected it, and, dying as they 
d, have been juſtly ſentenc'd to that 
ond and everlaſting Death: Unhap- 
Wretches, who would not believe 
rjaſt Judge, who ſo often warns 
in the Goſpel to watch, and de- 
es to them, that otherwiſe. he ſhall 
ne at a Time, when they leaſt expect 
e. . Ah! How dreadful, and how 
| nman are theſe unprovided Deaths ? 


v. Lonſider, zaly, The great Preſump- 

of Sinners, who put off their Re- 
all Memiation with an offended God till 
ich mer Time, ſhutting their Ears to 
delud his 


% 
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his Voice, by which he calls them More 
preſent, and refuting him the Entrancher t! 
of their Heart, where he ſtands an C- 
knocks. Alas! If he withdraws himWinn« 
ſelt, they are undone for ever: How dd 
they then treat him with ſo much Conf do 
tempt? Is it not an infinite Goodnelghs, be 
an inexprefſible Condeſcenſion in ride 
ſoveraigu Majeſty to call after then or! 
when they are running from him, and 
{o earneſtly to prefs them, without anfhis . 
Intereſt on his Side, to return to hinþin, . 
who is their only Good, and only Hier, . 
pineſs? What then ought they not Freale 
apprehend frem his Juſtice, if they ly 

ſtinately and in{olently refuſe to embrarees 

his Mercy? How dare they pretend ey t 
diſpoſe of the I ime to come, or pg; 

miſe theinſelves greater Graces kenſſhem( 
after, than thoſe which they now abulqſll i: 
Do they not know that God alone, ſcls a 
Maſter of Time and Grace; and | 
by his juſt Judgment thoſe who þ 
ſume to tempt him in this Manner, 
nerally ſpeaking, die in their Sins? ! 
.*Tis too true, that he, who has promi 
Pardon to the Sinner that is fincert 
converted, has neither promis'd Ti 
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or efficacious: Grace to thoſe who de- 
er their Converſion. 

Conſider, 3dly, The great Folly. of 
zinners, Who put off their Converſibu to 
2d till another Time, upon Pretence 
Conf doing it more eaſily hereafter ; Where- 
Ines, both Reaſon and Experience make it 
| thifkvident, that the longer they defer this 
Vork, the harder it is to bring it about. 
and how can it be otherwiſe, ſince by 
t aufhis Delay, and by adding daily Sin to 
Win, their ſinful Habits grow daily ſtron- 
er, the Devil's Power over them en- 
not Wreates, and God Almighty, who is 
iy more and more provoked, by de- 
tees iS leſs liberal of his Graces, ſo that 
ey become lets frequent and leſs preſ- 
ng; till at length by accuſtoming 
emlelves to reſiſt God's _ Grace, they 
Ill into the wretched State of Blind- 
els and Hardnets of Heart, the very 
oad Road of final Impenitence. - 
Conſider, athly, The unparallel'd Mad- 
Weis of thole who deter their Conver- 
> Mon vpon the Confidence of a Death- 
ed Repentance ; deſigning to put A 
heat upon God's Juſtice, by indulg- 
g themlelyes in Sin all their e 
all 
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and then making their Peace with Ging 
when they can fin no longer. Uu fen 
py Wretches, that will not conſider t W 
God is not to be jeſted with : That wh © 1 
a Man ſoweth, the ſame ſhall be ref* ple 
Gal. 6. v. 6. The general Rule is, Men, 
as a Man lives, ſo he dies. A Rulel e Du 
general, that in the whole Scripture Mekne 
have but one Example of a Perſon e Bc 
died well after a wicked Life, viz. Inder 
the good Thief; an Example fo fgſ"9"g 
gular in all its Circuwſtances, as to giencet 
no Kind of Encouragement to ſuch di. 
ners, who entertain a premeditated DF) W. 
fign of giving the ſlip to God's Juſſi Ponte 
by a Death-bed Converſion Ah! Ho at the 
dreadfully difficult mult it be for a dyi littl 
Sinner, in whom the Habit of Sint tforn 
long Cuſtom is turn'd into a ſecond M by 
ture, to attain to that thorough Chan de tt 
of Heart, that ſincere Sorrow and Hen 
teſtation of Sin above all Evils, e no 
Love of God above all Fhings, whigF (till 
he never thought of in his Life-tim Chrit 
and which now at leaſt is certainly Men b 
ceſſary. Ah! How deceitful too Afrſes 
ten are thoſe Tears, which are ſhed FÞucin 


dying Sinners, as we ſee in the Caſe aL 
K 
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Going Antiochus, which being wholly 
fluene'd by the Fear of Death prevail 
Wt with the juſt Judge. And if there 
o much Danger, even when Tears 
Je plentifully ſhed ; what muſt there be, 
Jen, as it commonly happens, either 
e Dullneſs and Stupidity caus'd by the 
Mckneſs, or the Pains and Agonies of 
e Body and Mind, are ſo great, as to 
iz. Quder any ſerious Application of the 
» flboughts, to the greateſt of all our 
o offoncerns ? For if a little Head-ach be 
h Siftough to hinder us from being able to 
d D&y with any Devotion, what muſt the 
JuſtiQ@ovics of Death be? No wonder then, 
Hoſt the Saints and Servants of God make 
dyid little Account of theſe Death-bed 
Gin Wrformances-: Eſpecially ſince, as we 
id NE dy daily Experience, thoſe who have 
bande the greateſt ſhew of Repentance, 
1d Den they were in Danger of Death, 
s, e no ſooner eſcaped that Danger, but 
wbiheetill the ſame Men they were before. 
-tin Chriſtians, let us not then be impoſed 


aly n by the falſe and flattering Diſ- 
oo (Frſes of Men, who are ſo free in pro- 
ſhed Foucing favourably of all thoſe, who, 
Caſe a Lite ſpent in Sin, make ſome ſhew 


K of. 
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of Repentance at their Death. Let Ment ! 

rather "tremble at the deplorable ig; 

of ſuch Souls; and remember, that GoWuc o 
Judgments are very different from thong 
of Men. way 

| one, 

- 7752 Jen | 
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On Time and Eternity, tho! 

wallo 
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ours 
ONSIDER, Firſt, How precious ev. 
| Thing Time is, which we ce, 
| apt to ſquander away, as ion t 
were of no value. Time is then and I 
ſure of our Lives; and as much as Mork 
loſe of our Time, ſo much of Ce 
Lives is abſolutely loſt, All our TI. I 
is given us in order for to gain Etefff De: 
ty: And there is not one MomentFhich 
our Time, in which we may not wEF"t- 
for Eternity, and in which we may t lon 
ſtore up immenſe Treaſures for al (eſt 
py Eternity: As many therefore, be © 
we loſe of theſe precious Moments, Me 901 
are {0 many loſt Eternities, This Js bin 
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nt Time, is the only Time of work- 
Wi; 'tis the only Time we can call 
GoWur own, and God only knows how 
1 thong it will be ſo. It is ſhort, it flies 

way in an inſtant, and when once it is 

one, it cannot be recall'd ; the very Mo- 

nent in which we are reading this Line 

$ juſt paſſing, never, never more to 
turn. Every Hour is poſting away 
rithout ſtopping one Moment, till it be 
wallow'd up in the immenſe Gulph . 
t Eternity : And as many of theſe 
Fours or Moments as are loſt, are loſt 
ciouÞ ever, the Loſs is irreparable. Learn 
we ence, O my Soul, to ſet a juſt Value 
pon thy preſent Time, learn to huſ- 
and it well, by employing it in good 


Let 


h as | orks, ' 
of ¶ Conſider, 24ly, Chriſtian Soul, what 
r Ti) Thoughts will be at the Approach 


Death of the Value of this Time, 
Which thou makeſt ſo little of at pre- 
nt. What would(t thou not then give 
may t ſome of thoſe Hours, which thou 
r a {ct now in Vanity and Sin? Ah! 
fore, be dreadful Anguiſh that will rack 
ats, Ne Soul of the dying Sinner, when ſee- 
"his Is himſelf at the Brink of a miſerable 
5 Eternity, 
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Eternity, he ſhall with a thouſand times, — 
but all in vain, that he could but call . 0 
back one Day, or even one Hour d“ 
his Time paſt, and had but the ſame oY 
Health and Strength as he formerly had Neg 
to employ it in the Love of God, and Tims 
ſincere Repentance for his Sins. Ah. r 
Worldlings, why will you then be < * 
blind as not to ſee, that any one of the. 
Hours which you daily ſquander away * 
is indeed more valuable, than ten thou 7 
fand Worlds? *. 
Conſider, 3dly, What will be the Sen 25 | 
timents of the Damn'd in Hell of MN 
Value of Time, when Time ſhall be 0 
no more: How bitterly they ſhall regt OY 
for all Eternity, all thoſe Hours, Days 
Months, and Years, which were allow 
thei by the Bounty of their Creator, 
during the Space of their mortal Life 
by the due Employment of which, thefl; 
might have prevented that Miſery, i 
which they are naw irrevocably col 
demn'd, and might have made them 
ſelves eternally and infinitely happy 
But alas! They would not work whill 
the Time was, whilſt they had th 
Day-light before them ; the * t 
III 
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diſmal and eternal Night is now come, 


* in wiich it is too late to work; and 
ming which, they ſhall eternally con- 
he einn their paſt Folly and Madneſs, in 


ad neglecting and abuſing their precious 
"MY ime. Ah! Chriſtians, let us be wiſe 


* t their Expence. But what do you 
e hink will be the Sentiments of the Bleſ- 


dein Heaven of this precious Time? 
hy ruly, if it were poflible, and if their 
happy State could admit of ſuch a Thing 
5 Grief, there is nothing thofe bleſſed 
ouls would regret more than the Loſs 
if any of thoſe Moments, which i in their 
Eife-time had not been well husbanded; 
Ihen they ſhall clearly ſee in the Light 
of God, what an immenſe Encreaſe of 
lory and Happineſs they might have 
acquired, by the due Employment of 
hoſe precious Moments. 
Conſider, athly, That as all Time is 
hort, and paſſes quickly away, fo all 
temporal Enjoyments, Honours, Riches, 
and Pleaſures of this World are all tran- 
tory, uncertain and inconſtant. Only 
Eternity, and the Goods or Evils which 
It comprizes, are truly great, as being 
ithout End, without Change, with- 
d 2 out 
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haſt got thy Name engrav'd, will nc 


out Compariſon ; admitting of no Mir 
ture of Evil in its Goods, nor any Al 
lay of Comfort in its Evils. O ! The 
Vanity of all temporal Grandeur, which 
mult ſo ſoon be buried in the Coffin 
O! How quickly does the Glory c 
this World paſs: away? A few ſhort 
Years are more than any one can re 
miſe himſelf: And after that, poor Sin 
ner, what will become of thee * ? Alas ! the 
Worms will prey upon thy Body, and 
mercileſs Devils on thy unrepentin 
Soul. Thy worldly Friends will forgt 
thee: The very Stones, on which tho! 


long out-live thee. O! How true iff; i 
that Sentence, Vanity of Vanities, a 
all is Vanity : But to 2 ove God, aud ſert 
him alone? A Kempis. *Tis thus on! 
we ſhall be wiſe for Eternity ; all oth 
Wiſdom is but Folly. 


CHAI 
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C H A P. XXIV. 
On the Preſence of God. 


The Twenty-fourth D a v. 


ONSIDER, Firſt, That God is e- 
very where. If I aſcend into 
Heaven, ſays the Pſalmiſt, Pf. 
. F138. % art there; if I deſcend into 
, An Hell thou art there. He fills both Hea- 
ntinF ren and Earth; and there is no created 
orgel Thing whatſoever, in which he is not 
thoWrruly and perfectly preſent. In him we 
| nollive, in him we move, our very Being 
Wis in him. As the Birds where-ever they 
fly, meet with the Air, which encom- 
paſſes them on all ſides ; and the Fiſhes 

ſwimming in the Ocean every where 
meet with the Waters: So we, where- 
ever we are, or Where-ever we go, 
meet with God; we have him always 
with us, he is more intimately: preſent 
to our very Souls, than our Souls are to 
Your Bodies. Alas! Poor Soul of mine, 
1A how little have we thought of this? 
And yet 'tis an Article of our Faith, 
in which we have been inſtructed from 

d 3 the 
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the very Cradle. Let us ſeriouſly bis P 
fle& on this Truth for the future: Leas, m 
us ſtrive to be always with him, whoiYaipo: 
always with us. Mak 
Conſider, 2dly, That God being ej thi 
very where, ſees us where-ever we ate ve ha 
All our Actions are done in his Sight with 
our very Thoughts, even the moſt ſecreſſhin 
Motions and Diſpoſitions of our Heart rien 
cannot be conceal'd from his all-ſeeinWis in. 
Eye. In vain, does the Sinner flatteWnics | 
himſelf in his Crimes, like the LibertinWitely 
mention'd by the wiſe Man, Eccl. zz nd 
that Darkneſs encompaſſes him, and Wall m 
cover him, and no one ſees him whom Wrec t 
fears. Alas! The Eyes of the Lord uon 1 
iufinitely brighter than the Rays of or th 
Sun; and no Darkneſs, no Clouds, en, 
Walls or Curtains can keep out his pie Ge 
cing Sight, which clearly ſees the verfrul y 
Centre of the Soul: And no wonder thi Coz 
he ſhould clearly fee what paſſes there} wh 
where he is always preſent. very 
Conſider, zaly, That God, who is ace. 
all Places, and in all Things, is everorth 
where whole and entire, becauſe he hen 
indiviſible; he is every Where with all bufe | 
Majeſty, with all his Attributes, with Woes 


If 
; 
' 
| 
| 
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his Perfetions, We have then within 
us, my Soul, the Eternal, Immenſe, Om- 
potent, Self-exiſtent, Infinite Lord and 
Maker of all Things; and we are with- 
in this infinite Being; where-ever we go, 
ve have him with us. He is every where 
rith his Omnipotence, to which all 
hings are ſubject ; what then have his 
Friends to fear? He is every where with 
is infinite Juſtice ; how then can his Ene- 
jes be ſecure? He is every where infi- 
ertinitely Good to his Children, his Love 
. 231d Kindneſs to them ſurpaſſes that of 
Wallgie moſt tender Mother: He watches 
om Mprer them with his Providence; his Wiſ⸗- 
rd o@om wonderfully diſpoſes of all Things 
of thor their greater Good: What Comfort 
s, Iten, muſt this Thought of the Preſence 
s piept God afford his Servants, and thoſe that 
e verW'uly fear and love him? 

er thi Conſider, thiy, That God being eve- 
where, requires of us that we ſhould 
very where take Notice of his Pre- 
nce. Can there be an Object more 


ho i 


g e 

ate 
ght 
ecre 
eart 
eeing 
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0 is | 


even orthy of our Attention? And ſhall we 
e he en be fo unfortunately blind, as to a- 
all bite ourſelves about every Trifle that 
vith Woes in our way, and let our God, the 


ſove- 
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ſoveraign Beauty and ſoveraign Good 
paſs unregarded? Ah! let us never re 
gret our being alone, ſince we have al 
ways in our Company that infinite Be 
ing, the Sight and Enjoyment of whic 
1s the eternal Felicity of Angels. Wh 
if we ſee him not with the Eyes of t 
Body, is he the leſs preſent? And hay 
we not within us other more noble Eyes 
vr. the Eyes of the Underſtanding 
which aſſiſted by divine Faith, may an 
ought to contemplate their God, alway 
preſent in the very midſt of us? Ah 
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Ot 

dight 
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The ſweeteſt Repoſe is to be found - 
nim; all other Recreations are vain, I e 
compared to this. bien 


Conſider, 5thly, That God, being ent 


ry where preſent, requires of us that wi, *< 


ſhould comport ourſelves, both as tot Ag 
Interior and Exterior, in ſuch Manner, 1 
becomes thoſe who are ſtanding in! E E 
Sight. The Preſence of a Perſon, f early 
whom we have a Reſpe&, is enough — 
put a Reſtraint upon us from doing dl up 
Thing that is Light and Indecent : At *. 
ſhall not the infinite Majeſty of Gt N 
in compariſon with whom, the greil 1 


Monarchs of the Earth are leſs =_ 
thil 


\ 
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ning, by his Preſence keep us in that 
xterior Modeſty and interior Reverence, 
hich may pleaſe his Eyes? Ought we 
ot even to annihilate ourſelves in the 
dight of this immenſe Divinity? But, 
) good God, how far are we from theſe 
diſpoſitions, as often as we dare to fin 
Ii thy Almighty Preſence, and fly in 
Wie Face of thy ſoveraign Majeſty ? 
„las! My poor Soul, how ſhould we be 
hamed to have our Sins known to ſuch 
Ind ſuch Perſons, whoſe Eſteem we co- 
et? We ſhould be ready even to die 
ich Confufion to have them publiſh'd 
0 the whole World. We ſhould be ve- 
y unwilling to have even our vain and 
Ficiculous Amuſements, tho' otherwiſe 
nocent, laid open to the Eyes of our 
eighbours. And why will we not con- 
der the all-ſeeing Eye of our great 
pod, which is always upon us, which 
learly diſcerns all that paſſes in the moſt 
cret Cloſet of our Heart? Why will 
e not reflect, that our evil Thoughts 
ang known to God, is indeed a greater 
ame, a greater Loſs of our true Ho- 
our, than ifthey were publiſh'd by found 
Trumpet over the Univerſe. 

Conſider, 
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Conſider, 6:hly, That God, being e 
very where preſent, every where require 
our Love: He is every where infinitW; ; 
ly: Amiavle, infinitely Beautiful, infinite 
ly Good, infinitely Perfect : And where 
ever we are, he is infinitely Good to uz 
Why then don't we love him? Hej 
all Love, Deus Charitas e/t, ſays St. Jo! 
1 Fo 4. God is Love. We have this 1c 
ving aud moſt lovely God always wit 
us, and always in us; why don't wen 
to his Embraces? He is a Fire that eve 
burns; this Fire is in the vecy Cent 
of our Souls; how then come we. 
feel ſo little of its Flames? *T is begau 
we will not ſtand by it. Tis becau _> 
we will not keep our Souls at Home, 4 
tentive to that great Gueſt who reſid oe 
within us; but let thein continually wal 11 
der abroad upon vain created Amu 
ments. O! Convertere, anima mea, 
requiem tuam. Pl, 144. 1 urn away, 
Soul; from all theſe worldly Toys, wii. 
keep thee from thy God; and return 
him thy true and, only Happineſs, 4 
in him repole for ever. 
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nin e Paſſion Chtiſt: Aud firſt, on 
our Saviour in the Garden of Geth- 
here ſcmani. 


of The Twenty- fifth D a x. 


OxsPEr, Firſt, How the Son of 
God, who came dow from Hea- 
ven, and cloath'd himſelf with 

ut Humanity, in order to be our Prielt 

nd our Victim, and to offer himſelf 
bleeding Sacrifice for our Sins to his 

Fernal Father, was pleas'd to beginthis 

iffion by a bloody Sweat and Agony, 


car} he Garden of Gechſemani, the Night 
me. ore his Death. Here having left the 
renal of his Diſciples at ſome Diſtance, 


d taken with him Peter, James and 
ohn, who before had been Witneſſes 
this glorious Transfiguration on Mount 
babor, he begins to diſcloſe to them 
Wit mortal Anguiſh, Fear and Sadnels, 
hich oppteſs'd his Heart. My Sol, 
With he, zs ſad even unto Death, Matt. 
. Thar:is, with a Sadneſs, which e- 
n now would ſtrike me dead, if I did 
ot preſerve myſelf in order to ſuffer 
Ul More for you, Sweet Jeſus, What 

can 
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can be the meaning of this? Didſt thouſand | 
not lately cry out, ſpeaking of thy Pa band 
fion, and the Deſire that thou hadſt ofiGrie! 
ſuffering for us; [ have à Baptiſm, whereFivel) 
with I am to be baptiz'd, and bow an reat 
T fireighten'd till it be accompliſh'd, Luo t 
12? Whenee then comes this preſenis, : 
Sadneſs? Was it not thou, who halt gilffot his 
ven that Strength and Courage to cher, 
Martyrs, as not even to ſhrink under ier a. 
worſt of Torments ? And art thou thyhnd 1! 
ſelf afraid? But O dear Lord, I plainlgſexcep 
underſtand that it was by thy oom; 
Choice, that thou haſt condeſcended (Fnd 
far, as to let thyſelf be ſeiz'd by this moi ere 4 
tal Anguiſh : *T'was for my Inſtruction ſur 
and that thou mightſt ſuffer ſo much tee 
mere for me. I adore thee under thiffrom 
Weakneſs (if I may be allow'd to call ale, 
ſo) no leſs than on thy Throne of Glogfngu: 
ry; becauſe it js here, that I better dilcqnuch 
ver thy infinite Love for me, Flood 
Conſider, 2dly, That our Savio loy 
whoſe Soul ever enjoy'd the beatifiqWort fr. 
Viſion of. the Divinity, could not halſÞuppo 
been capable of this exceſſive Sadneſs anrom 
Anguiſh, had he not by Miracle ito"! t 
the Communication between the ſuprenF'!!! b 
ara 6d” 
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Wind inferior Part of his Soul, and ſo a- 
dandon'd the inferior Part to all thoſe 
Griefs, Fears and Agonies, which the 
lively Repreſentation of ſo many and ſo 
great Evils, would naturally produce. 
Luo that we are to confider him here in 
eſenthis, as well as in all the reſt of the Stages 
{> gißhof his Paſſion, ſuffering in the ſame Man- 


er and delicate Complexion of Body, 
and liable to all our Pains and Miſeries, 
xcepting Sin. Thus, as defirous of 
owECompany (a Thing natural to Sadneſs 
ed ind Fear) he fays to his Diſciples, Stay 
ere and watch with me, Matt. 26. What 
| ſurprize muſt it have been to theſe 
iree Apoſtles to hear this new Language 
rom their Maſter, and to ſee him all 
Wale, and in a cold Sweat with extream 
nguiſh? And thou, ſweet Jeſus, how 
uch art thou to be pitied under theſe 
floods of Grief; when thou art reduced 
0 low, as to be forc'd to ſeek for Com- 
ort from thy poor Diſciples, whoſe whole 
Popport and Comfort was wont to be 

rom thee? Alas! How little Service 
ſtoſhil! their Company do thee now, who 
preny'il! be aſleep _— thou art in thy 

al 
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bloody Agony, and will run away when 
thou art led to be crucified for their Sins? 
Conſider, 3dly, How our dear Saviou 
under this Anguiſh and Sadneſs betakes 
himſelf to Prayer, the only ſure Refuge 
under all Afflictions, the only Shield in 
the Day of Battle. But take Notice 
my Soul, with what Reverence he pray 
to his eternal Father, proſtrate on the ve 
ry Ground; with what Fervour, with 
a loud Cry and Tears, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 5 v. 7; and learn to imitate him, 
In this Prayer he condeſcended ſo far, 
as to allow the interior Part to petiti 
on that the Cup of his bitter Paſſion 
might be removed from him : But then 
he immediately added; yet not my Will 
but thine be done. To teach us under all 
Trials and Croſſes a perfect Submiſſion 
and Reſignation to the divine Will. 
Conſider, 4thly, How our Saviour made 
ewo Interruptions in his Prayer to come 
and viſit his Diſciples, but found them 
doth times afleep. Ah! My Soul, is it 
not thy Caſe like theſe Apoſtles to flecp, 
that is, to indulge thyſelf in a flothful, 
tenſui] way of living; whereas, the whole 
Life of thy Saviour Was ſpent in labout 


ing 
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g for thy Salvation, and all that he 
now ſuflers, he ſuffers for thee. Ah! 
ity now at leaſt his comfortleſs Con- 
tion, Whilſt on the one hand his Fa- 
her ſeems deaf to his Prayers, and on 
de other hand his Diſciples are too drou- 
V to give any Attention to him. In 
his detolate State an Angel from Hea- 
en appears to comfort him, who is the 
ſoy of Angels. O! What Humility ! 
but what Kind of Comfort think you, 
id this Angel bring? No other to be 
ate, but the repreſenting to him the 
Viil of his eternal Father, and humbly 
treating him in the Name of Heaven 
nd Earth, not to decline the impartiag 
o poor Sinners by his infinite Love that 
lentitul Redemption, for which he came 
ito the World, and to undergo the Ig- 
ominies and Torments of one ſhort 
Day's continuance in proſpect of the Sal- 
ation of Mlankind, and of that eternal 
lory and Honour, which the Godhead 
hould receive from all his Sufferings. 
et the like Conſiderations of God's 
Vill, his greater Honour and Glory, and 
be Good of thy own Soul, comfort thee 
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alſo under all thy Anguiſh and Croſs: 
There can be no more ſolid Comfort, 
Conſider, 5thly, The mortal Agony 
which our Saviour ſuffer'd in his Soul, 
during the Prayer of this Night. We 
may judge of the Pangs and Anguiſhe 
his Soul, by the wonderful Effect they 
produced in his Body, by caſting him 
into that prodigious Sweat of Blood tc 
ſuch Degree, as to imbrue the very 
Ground, on which he lay proſtrate, 
Sweet Jeſus, who ever heard of ſuch an 
Agony as this? But what think'ſt thou, 
my Soul, was the true Cauſe of all this 
Anguiſh, and of this bitter Agony of th 
Saviour? Chiefly theſe three: Firſt, / 
clear View and lively Repreſentation of 
all that he was to ſuffer during thl 
whole Courſe of his Paſſion: So that all 
the Ignominies and Torments that he 
was afterwards ſucceſſivelyto go through 
were now all at once preſented befor 
the Eyes of his Soul, with all their t 
ſpective Aggravations ; by which mean 
he ſuffer'd his whole bitter Paſſion twie 
over, once by the Hands of his EnemieF. 
and another time by his own moſt cl 


and lively Imagination of all that he bi 
[ 
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— fo ſuffer. But why, dear Feſus, theſe ad- 
on liona! Agonies? Only thy Love can 
l — anſwer me. Another Cauſe that con- 
We tributed to our Saviour's Anguiſh, Was a 
ith c ditin& View of all the Sins of the World 
they from the firſt to the laſt; of all the hor- 
bim Crimes and Abominations of Man- 
a kind, all now laid to his Charge to be 
very cancelled by the laſt Drop of his Blood. 
* Ah! How hideous, how frightful were 
— il theſe helliſh Monſters in the Eyes 
thou Nef our Saviour, who alone had a juſt No- 
on of their Enormity, by having always 
of nbefore him a clear Sight of the infinite 
ſt, | Majeſty offended by them. O Lord, 
ion low great a Share had my Sins in this 
hell <gical Scene! How much alas, did they 
ontribute to thy Pains and Grief ? A 
hat ird Cauſe of our Saviour's Agony, was 
roupt he Knowledge that he had of the little 
befom L ſe that the very Chriſtians would make 
f all his Sufferings ; to ſee their Blind- 

gels and Hardneſs of Heart, by which they 
Fond pervert this Antidote into a mor- 
al Poiſon, and tread under their Feet 
fa cl is precious Blood: To ſee the eternal 
ne Nos of ſo many Millions of Souls, for 
rich he was to die; and the ſmall 
E 3 Number 
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Number of thoſe, who by the Fruit of 
his Paſſion and Death, would eſcape from 
everlaſting Death. All theſe ſad and 
melancholy Thoughts, aitacking at once 
the Soul of our Redeemer, caſt him into 
that mortal Agony, and forc'd from him 
thoſe Streams of Blood. Chriſtians, pi- 
ty now your Saviour's Anguiſh, and re- 
ſolve never more to have any Hand in 
afflicting his tender Soul by Sin. 


0 Ihe 


CHAP. XXVI. 
On our Saviour in the Court of Caipias 


The Twenty-fixth Day. 


F JOxs1IDER, Firſt, How our Saviou 
ariſing from his Prayer, haviny 
conquer'd all his Fears, comes 1 

his Diſciples, bidding them now ſleep 01 

and take their reſt, that his Hout w. 

come, and that the Traitor was jult af 

Hand. But thou, dear Lord, when wi 

thou reſt or ſleep? Not till the laſt Slet 

of Death on the hard Bed of the Croll 

Contemplate, Chriſtians, with the Ey 

of your Souls, the Courage and Read 

ne 
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neſs to ſuffer for you, which your Savi- 
our ſhews on this Occaſion, by going 
forth to meet the Traitor and his Band: 
dee with what Meek neſs he receives the 
treacherous. Kiſs of Peace. . And yet, to 
make it evident that no Power upon 
Earth could take him, but with his own 
Free-will, with two Words, Ego ſum, I 
am he, he ſtruck down the whole Mul- 
titade, that was come to apprehend him, 
making them all reel back and fall to. 
the Ground. After which, he delivered 
himſelf into their Hands : and they having 
bound him, dragg'd him along into the 
City thro? thick and thin, whilſt his Diſ- 
ciples all abandoning him run their wey, 
leaving him in the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, who preſented him firſt before 
Annas, the Father-in-law of the High- 
prieſt, where he was inſulted by a vile 
ervant, that gave him a Box on the 
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ourt of Caipbas, where the chief Prieſts 
ind Elders wete aſſembled, longing to ſee 
his new Priſoner before them, and de- 
ermin'd to make away with him, right 


' 
ke ot wrong. Follow thou thy Saviour, 
7 1 my Soul, every Step of the Way, aban- 

f . E 4 don'd 


ne 


ar, From thence they led him to the 
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don'd now by all his Friends: Contem-M .. 
plate this meek Lamb in the midſt of Whil 
theſe ravenous Wolves, loaded with their nh 
Scoffs and Inſolences : But carry the of ti 
Eyes of thy Underſtanding till farther, I ur. 
view the Interior of his Soul, and ſee the Wit 
Joy and Satisfaction that he takes in" 
complying with his eternal Father's Will 
and ſuffering for thee : And learn from jold 
hence the like Diſpoſitions in all thy Sut- Lite 
ferings. m 
Conſider, 2dly, How our Lord was no _ 
ooner brought to the Court of Caipha; * 
he High-Prieſt, where the great Coun- * 
lof the Sanhedrim was aſſembled, but, 
mmediately after a ſcornful Welcome, 
they proceed to his Trial, and call in the 
falſe Witneſſes, who were to depoſe - 
gainſt him. But ſee the Providence 0 
God, ſee the Force of Truth, and the 
wonderful Innocence of this Lamb © 
God ; notwithſtanding all the Malice o 
this impious Court, and their Witneſſes; 
Men of neither Honour nor Conſeience, 
yet all that they could alledge agHnſt hi 
was either inſignificant, or elſe they could 
not agree in their Story, which made 
their Teſtimonies of no Weight. = 
| | whill 
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of whilſt thou adoreſt this Providence, ſee 
and admire the Meekneſs and Patience 
the 0 thy Saviour, who was ſilent under all 
her Itbe Provocations given by theſe falſe 
e tel Witneſſes, giving thereby a moſt con- 
rincing Proof of his being ſomething 
Vill. (ore than Man, who could thus calmly 
old his Peace, whilſt his Reputation and 
Sf. {Life were both attack'd by palpable Ca- 
Jlumnies: The Malice of our Saviour's 
Fnemies being thus confounded, the 
Hligh-Ptieſt ariſes and adjures him by the 
Ann ling God, to tell him if he was the 
but Chri/t, the Son of God? In reverence to 
„ vbich adorable Name, our Lord made 
i ſolemn Confeſſion and Profefſion of 
Ide Truth, teaching by his Example all 
hs Followers, when call'd to the like 
Trial, never to be aſhamed of him, nor 
of his Faith. Upon this, Caiphas rends 
s Garments,crying out Blaſphemy.! And 
ey all pronounce him worthy of Death, 
but thou, my Soul, on the contrary cry 
out with the Angels, and all the Ele 
of God, Revel. 5. v. 12. The Lamb that = 
v ſlain is worthy to receive Power, and 
Divinity and Wiſdom, and Strength and 
E 3 Honour, 
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Honour, and Glory and Benediction, from 
all Creatures for ever. 

Conſider, zaly, How that unjuſt Sen- 
tence againſt our Redeemer, Was no ſoon- 
er pronounced by the great Council, but 
immmediately they all with unheard of 
Barbarity, fell upon him like Furies of 
Hell, rather than Men, and diſcharg'd 
upon him all Kind of Injuries, Blows, Af- 
fronts and Blaſphemies. See, my Soul, 
how theſe Hell-Hounds fpit in thy d4- 
viour's Face, and diſgorge their filthy 
Flegm on that ſacred Forehead, where 
Beauty and Majeſty fits : See, how they 
buffet, kick, and ſtrike him with mercilels 
Rage, whilſt he with his Hands tied be- 
hind him is not able to ward one Blow, 
nor has any Friend there to wipe his 
Face, or afford him any other Help. See, 
how they cover and muffle up his Face 
with ſome filthy Clout, and then 
in Scorn (as if he were a mock Pro 
phet, and an Impoſtor) at every Blon 
they bid him propheſy who it was that 
ſtruck him. Beſides many other Af 
fronts, which he endured with an invin 
cible Patience and Fortitude, | 

Con ſider 
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rom Conſider, 4thly, That of all which 
our Saviour ſuffer'd in the Court of Cai- 

den- nothing touch'd him ſo much to 
Don the Quick, as the dangerous Fall of Pe— 
but ter, the chief of all his Apoſtles, and, 
d of who had receiv'd the moſt ſignal Favours 
5 off from hun. Who, after having boaſted 
ug d that very Night, that altho' all the reſt 
„Af. Nof the Diſciples ſhould abandon their 
zoul, Maſter, he would never forfake him; 
Sa- Fand that he would ſooner die with him, 
Ilthy tun deny him: Yet, ſee the Weakneſs 
herefland Inconſtancy of human Nature, at 
theythe Voice of a filly Maid, he forthwith 
cilefWdenies his Maſter, repeats this Denial a 
d beſecond and a third Time, and even 
low,Wiwears and damns himſelf, if he ever 
> hisknew the Man. Sweet Jeſas! What is 
See, Man? O Lord, look to me, and ſupport 
FaceſWne by thy Grace, or I ſhall allo deny 
thenfithee. The Cauſes of Peter's Fall were, 
Plot, A ſecret Pride and Preſumption up- 
Blow his own Strength. 2dly, His Neglect 
S thatWor the Admonition of our Saviour, in 
- AfWeeping, when he ought to haye watch'd 
vin nd pray'd. 34ly, His expoſing himſelf 
 Wothe Danger by running into ill Com- 
deny. See, that the like Cauſes have not 
E 6 a 


. 
- _ - 
_ CD _ — - - — 
— - © _ 
— — — — Jos — - 
— — wm ˙ - 
. . — 
— — = 
1 — PI = 23 * —— — _ — 
＋ — 


-— CET N 9 i 
— — 


- — - — ©. 
— — 
— —— — 
- — aA.” _—— ...K.. „ - 


- e .... ———ĩĩ—⁵ð— 


156 On our Saviour in the 


the like Effect in thee, by drawing thee I feri 
alſo to deny, and even crucify thy Lord I me 
by Sin. Learn to imitate the ſpeedy us ( 
Repentance of this Apoſtle, who imme- 
diately after his Fall going out wept bit- 
terly, a Practice, which *tis ſaid he ever 
after retain'd, as often as he heard the 
Cock crow. Ou 
Conſider, 5thly, How the High-Prieſts 
and Scribes, after having given Sentence 
of Death againſt our Saviour, retired to 
take their Reſt, leaving him in Hands that 
were not like to ſuffer him to take an 
Reſt. O! What a Night did out Lord 
paſs in the midſt of that Rabble, who and 
to ſatisfy their own Cruelty, and the Ma mo! 
lice of their Maſters, acted over and ove heq, 
again all that Scene of Inhumanity, whic Qu; 
they had begun whilſt their Maſters wer he 
there, loading him with all Kind of Ant 
Outrages and Blaſphemies. So that WE Yer 
may boldly affirm, that one half of whiſſther 
our Saviour ſuffer'd that Night, will nd Em 
be known till the Day of JudgmenWtion 
All which Inſolences he bears in lte 
lence, and even then whilſt they are carr 
uſing him, is praying for them, alricy 
excuſing them to his Father, * re. 
grid 
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thee © fering up all his Suffering in Attone- 
ord WF ment for their Sins. Sweet Jeſus, give 
edy Ius Grace to imitate thee, 


me- 
t bit- g N * 5 * 
— CHAP. XXVII. 

the 

Our Saviour is brought before Pilate. and 

rieſts Herod. 
tence ; 
ed to The Twenty-ſeventh D a x. 
s that ONSIDER, Firſt, How early in the 
e an 


Morning, notwithſtanding their 
late fitting up, the High-Prieſt- 
and his Fellows in Iniquity, convene a 
more numerous Aſſembly of the San- 
hedrim, and there again put the ſame 
Queſtion to our Saviour, whether be was 
| the Sou of God? And, receiving the ſame 
ind OF Anſwer, confirm their former Sentence. 
hat WY Yet as they did not think it ſafe for 
f wia temſelves, being Subjects to the Roman 
Empire, to put this Sentence in Execu- 
tion without the Conſent of Pontius Pi- 
late the Governor, they determin'd to 
carry him to Pate, and by his Autho- 
ay to have him crucified: A Kind of 
Erecution which their Malice made 
Choice 
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1398 Our Saviour is brought 
Choice of, becauſe it was at the ſame 
time molt ignominious, .as being only 
for vile Slaves and notorious Criminals; m 
and moſt cruel, as being a long and lin- ly 
gring- Death, under the ſharpeſt and I dit 
moſt ſenfible Torments. Come now, the 
Chriſtian Soul, and contemplate thy Sa- be 
viour as he is hurried along the Streets, Ki 
with his Hands bound, from the Houſe no- 
of the High-Prieſt, to the Court of Pi- N Sa. 
late, attended by the whole Council, and N no 
their wicked Miniſters, publiſhing aloud Ch 
as they go, that now all his ImpoſturesFnil 
were laid open, his Hypocriſy diſco-Fznd 
ver'd, and himſelf convicted of Blaſ-Wot! 
phemy. See how the giddy Mob, whgſnai 
a little while before reverenced him as er 
Prophet, now all on a ſudden join with 
his Enemies, foliowing him with oppto- 
brious Shouts, inſulting him all the Way 
that he goes, and diſcharging a thouſand 
Kind of Injurics and Affronts upon him. 

Conſider, 2dly, And view the Judge 
of the Living and the Dead, ſtanding 
With his Hands bound as a Criminal ve 
fore a petty Governor; and behold . the 
Proceſs. The chief Prieſts and PrinceWerty 
of the People having delivered him voFt.ict 


ane 
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ame WW and Pilate demanding what Particulars 
only they had to alledge againſt him, they 
nals; made no Scruple of inventing new Ca- 
lin- lumnies, That he was a factious and ſe- 

and N ditions Man, a Traitor and a Rebel to 
now, Ne Government, that forbid Tribute to 
y Sa- be paid to = and ſet himſelf up for 
reets, King of the Fews, Once more take 
JouſeE notice of the invincible Patience of thy 
f Pi- Saviour, in hearing with Silence ſuch 
1, and notorious Falſities as they laid to his 
aloud Charge ; fo that the Governor was aſto- 
{tures Fnilt'd that a Man could hold his Peace 
diſco- under ſuch Accuſations, which aim'd at 
' Blaſ-Fhnothing leſs than procuring his Condem- 
„ Who ration to the worſt of Deaths, Hows 
m as rer, as he plainly ſaw thro? all the Diſ- 
n withÞpuiſe of the High-Prieſts and Scribes, 
oppto- e interpreted this Silence in favour of 
e Wayſeur Saviour; only boggling a little at the 
ouſandi Word Kine; and having receiv'd full Sa- 
m him isfaction upon that Head, by being made 
Judgeſſo underſtand that the Kingdom of our 
Yandingaviour was not of this World, and ther o- 
inal de hre not dangerous to Caeſar's Govern» 
old thanent, he determin'd to ſet him at Li- 
PrinceFſWerty. Admire the Force of Innocence, 
him ug Fich could even move a Heathen, and 
Au ä Ohe 
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one of the worſt of Men, ſuch as Pilate 
was; and aſſure thyſelf, that generally no. 
ſpeaking, Patience and Silence are a thou-W H. 
ſand times better Proofs of thy Inno · ¶ mi 
cence, than returning Injury for Injury, I tna 
and making an opprobrious and clamo- Nas 


rous Defence. on! 
Confider, 3dly, How Pilate being conſg 
vinced of our Saviour's Innocence, an; 
deſirous of ſetting him at Liberty, mei ( 
with an obſtinate Reſiſtance from thy 
malicious Princes and deluded People ih 
and therefore underſtanding that our Sify 
viour, as being an Inhabitant of Galzler, 
belong'd to the Juriſdiction of Herod th im 
Tetrarch of Galilee, took Occaſion fron, 4. 
thence to rid himſelf of their Import 
nity, by ſending him to Herod. Accomf, 
pany thy Lord, O my Soul, in this nei 
Stage, and take notice of his incomp 
rable Meekneſs, whilſt he paſſes thi, 
the Streets, lined of all Sides with an il 1 
ſulting Multitude, and echoing with thi 4 : 
Reproaches and Clamours. Herod w 0 « 
moſt glad of his coming, in Hopes tok = 
ſome Miracle; and therefore put a tho n 
ſand Queſtions to him; whilſt the Pri ua 
ces of the Fews, with untired Malice, as, 
{Yi repeat 
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repeating all their falſe Accuſations a- 
ilate ¶ gainſt him: But our Lord was ſilent till, 
ally I nor would he ſatisfy the idle Curioſity of 
hon · ¶ Herod, nor do any Thing by which he 
nno· I might incline this Prince to free him from 
jury, that Death, which he ſo ardently deſir'd, 
amo: as being by the Decrees of Heaven the 
only Means of our Redemption. Bleſ- 
ſed by all his Creatures be his Goodneſs 
for ever! 

Conſider, thy, How Herod, provoked 
by our Saviour's not conſenting to gra- 
zople Fify his Inclinations of ſeeing a Miracle, 
ur Hiſfougbt to revenge himſelf by treating 
Jalileeſhim with Mockery and Scorn, expoſing 
rod im to the Scoffs of all his Guards, and 
n frordering him to be cloath'd in Contempt 
NPOFUU@rith a white Garment, as with a Fool's 
Accomoat, or perhaps as a Mock-King ; and 
his nei this Dreſs ſent him back again to Pi- 
compte, attended in the ſame Manner as 
es thuſſe came, with an inſulting Mob headed 
th aun y the Scribes and Phariſees. Stand a- 
vith the ned, my Soul, to ſee the eternal Wiſ- 
le rod om of the Father treated thus as a 
pestok ol ; and learn from hence, not to te- 
ut a than, or be ſollicitous about the Judg- 
the Fi ent of the World. 

Con ſider . 
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Conſider, 5thly, How Pilate, ſeeing 
our Saviour brought back again to his 
Tribunal, contrived; another Way to 
bring him off, ſo as to give at the ſame 
Time as little Offence as might be to 
the High-Prieſt and the Chief of the; 
Fews, It was the Cuſtom of that Na- 
tion on the Day of their paſchal Solem- 
nity (which was celebrated that ver 
Day) in Memory of their Delivery from 
the Egyptian Bondage, to have one Cri 
minal ſet at Liberty, whom the People 
ſhould petition for: wherefore Pilate, ti 
king his Advantage of this Opportunity 
propoſed to their Choice our Savioug 
on one hand, and Barabbas a notoriou 
Malefactor, Robber and Murderer, on ti 
other; making ſure that they would ri 
ther chuſe to have the innocent Lam 
of God releas'd, than Barabbas, the wotl 
of Criminals, eſcape due Puniſhment 
Ah! Plate, what an outrageous Affton 
doſt thou here put upon the Sou 
God, whilſt thou pretendeſt to favo 
him? What ! muſt the Lord of Life al 
Immortality, the King of Heaven, ſtan thy 
in Competition with the vileſt of Me 


with the moſt notorious Criminal th 
cou 
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ee a 
0 ig ould be pitch'd upon? Mult it be put 
* o the Votes of the Mob, which of the 
8 wo is the better Man, and which the 
* „N worthy of Death? O the unparal - 
if the l d Injury! O the unparallel'd Humi- 
N of my Saviour! O King of Glory, 
olem- 45 low haſt thou ſtoop'd to raiſe me 

en the Dunghil ? 

From Conſider, 6:hly, If it was an intolera- 
e Ci Je Affront to compare our Saviour with 
— ones, what Idea muſt we frame, or 
ate. Were muſt we give to that blind 
unity eople's Choice, when they preferr'd Ba- 
5aviou 5640 to Chriſt, and deſired that the lat- 
"O_ might be crucified, and the former 
oa ned. O! See, my Soul, in this won- 
uld 13 ful Humiliation of thy Lord, how 
La ep, how dangerous was the Wound of 
2 wot! ride, which could not be cured but by 
may ch and fo great Humility : O! See if 
A fro! Tz be yet cured. Examine alſo thy- 
Sou Me if thou haſt not often been guilty, 
) fav0 # theſe blind Jews, of preferring Bas 
Life al My to thy Saviour; by turning thy 
n, ſtan G to him for ſome petty Intereſt, or 
Mel Pleaſure ? If fo, thou art more 
excuſable than they, becauſe thou 


nal th 
cor owelt him to be the Lord of Glory, 
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164 Our Saviour is ſcourg d 
at the ſame Time as thou perſecuteſi Wr. 
him by Sin: Whereas, if they had known: 
him to be ſo, they would never have pre c 
ferr'd a Barabbas before him. zou 
2 nec 

18 8 12 
CHAP. AXVAL hey 

im 

Our Saviour is ſcourg'd at the Pillaich 
and crown'd with Thorns. ors 


cou 
The Twenty-eighth DAY. out 


OxsSIDER, Firſt, How the Jenſſ®9) 
ſtill continuing to cry out again}'uc 
our Lord, and in a tumultuoqt) 
Manner to demand his Crucifixion, tt 
dyci 
5 E: 
ring 
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his being ſet at Liberty, which was! 
ſtriving to ſatisfy their Cruelty, in orde 
ing him to be moſt ſeverely ſcourg 
O! Pilate, how cruel is thy Mercy! 
it thus, that thou treateſt him we 
thou declareſt innocent? Is this thy J. 
tice ? But our Sins, O my Soul, requ 
that the Lord of Glory ſhould be ti 
cruelly handled, and ſubjected to this! 
nominious Puniſhment, to which nd 
but common Slaves, or the mein 
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Wretches were liable, and to which a 
Ian Citizen could upon no Account 
e condemn'd. Stand thou, and ſee, my 
zoul, in what Manner this Sentence is 
xecuted, See how the bloody Soldiers 
Wy Hands on this Lamb of God, how 
hey ſtrip him of all his Cloaths, and tie 
im faſt to a ſtony Pillar : See how they 
iſcharge upon his ſacred Back and Shoul- 
ers innumerable Stripes, Laſhes and 
courges ; ſee how the Blood comes 
pouting forth on all Sides ; ſee how his 
ody is all rent and mangled by their 
raelty, and the Fleſh laid open to the 
ry Bones: See how his Enemies are 
| the while inſulting over him, and re- 
ycing at his Torments ; whilſt he, with 
Eyes caſt up towards Heaven, is of- 
ing up all that he ſuffers for their Sins, 
for thoſe of the whole World. Ah! 
ers, take a ſerious View of your Re- 
emer now, and ſee in his torn and man- 
ed Body the Malice of Sin, and learn 
deteſt this helliſh Monſter, which has 
ought the Son of God to all theſe Suf- 


0 this| tings. 
ich nolf*#/i4er, 2 aly, How theſe bloody Ruf- 


mem nav ing by this cruel ſcourging made 
Wretci our 
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our Saviour's Body one Wound fronfflh: 
Head to Foot, looſe him at laſt from ir 
Pillar, leaving him to help himſelf oon 
With his Cloaths as well as he can, Ah 
Chriſtians, pity now your Saviour's aban 
don'd Condition; who has no one to len 
him a helping Hand to bind up his gapinſſþ 
Wounds, or ſtanch the Blood that com 
flowing from them; O preſent you 
ſelves now, and offer him what Servic 
you ate able: Offer at lealt to aſſiſt him i 
putting on his Cloaths to cover his gree 
Wounds from the cold Air. But OhS; 
How rough are theſe woollen Cloaths . 
bis wounded Back! Alas! Inſtcad of a 
fording him any Eaſe or Comfort, th 
do but encreale his Sores by their tu 
bing upon them. 
Conſider, zaly. How the bloody Sufi 
diers had ſcarce given our Saviour a ſh 
Reſpite after his ſcourging, when the 
were puſh'd on by the Devil to act an- 
ther Scene of Cruelty, ſuch as ner 
was heard of before or ſince: And th 
was to make themſelves a barbarous Spe 
in crowning him for a King. The 
fore they drag him into the Court 
the Prætorium, and :fſemble togeb 
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the whole Regiment; then violently 
rip him again of all his Cloaths, which 
now began to cleave to his wounded Bo- 
ly ; ſet him on a Bench or Stool; throw 
bout him ſome old ragged purple Gar- 
nent, twiſt a Wreath of long hard and 
harp Thorns, and preſs it down on his 
cred Head, put in his Hand for a Scep- 
ra Reed or Cane: Then in Deriſion, 
oming one by one,they bend their Knees 
fore him, with a ſcornful Salutation, 
ail King of the Fews ; they ſpit in his 
ice, butfet him, and taking the Reed or 
me out of his Hand ſtrike him with it 
the Head, ſo driving the T horns 
eper in, Whilſt the Blood trickles down 
ace trom the many Wounds which he 
ceives from their Points. Sweet Jeſus, 
dy Scat ſhall we here ſay, or which ſhall 
t a ſiq;e moſt admire, the Malice of theſe Mi- 
jen ters of Satan, or thy unparallel'd Cha- 
act ay, which made thee undergo ſuch un- 
s neVEird of Reproaches and Torments for 
\nd Uierateful Sinners. Bleſſed be thy Good- 
us SP0RGs for ever. 

T belfECon/i4er, 42005 How Pilate, hoping 
,ourt , that the Rage and Malice of the 
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no longer upon our Saviour's Death, fe. 
ter they ſhould ſee with how much Cr 
elty and Contempt he had been treated . 
in Compliance to their Fury, lead 
him forth as he was, with his Crown o 
Thorns on his Head, and his ragged Pur 
ple on his Shoulders, and from an Emi 
nence, ſhews him to the People with a 
Ecce homo, Behold the Man. Behold i 
what Manner he has now been handled}. 
ceaſe then to ſeek his Death any longer 
Let his Body mangled from Head 
Foot beſpeak your Pity. But thou, Chri 
tian Soul, behold the Man with oth 
Kind of Eyes than theſe hard-hearte 
| Wretches. And ſee to what a Condit 
on thy Sins, and his own infinite Cha 
ty has reduced him. Behold his Hei 
crown'd with a Wreath of ſharp Thor 
piercing on all Sides his ſacred Fleſh, at 
entring into his Temples with exceſſſf ec 
Pain. Behold his Face quite disfiguſ nt 
with blacks and blues, and all beſmeay 
with Spittle and Blood. Behold | 
whole Body inhumanly rent and toe 
with Whips and Scourges ; and now 
vered with a rough hard ragged 6 
ment, rubbing and at each Moment 
5 Creal 
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eafing his Wounds; And then look 
p, and contemplate him upon his 
ſhrone of Glory, and ſee what Return 

lead ou canſt make him for having thus 
* auihilated himſelf for the Love of thee 
ed pulee deſires no more of thee than an Imi- 
tion of his Patience and Humility : See 
jen, in what Manner thou att to prac- 
ce theſe, Leſſons. 
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-hearte 
1 The Twenty-ninth DAx. 
is He OxsiDER, Firſt, How the Malice 


Thor of the Fews no ways relenting at 
leſh, all the Sight of the Lamb of God 
exceſſi eeding for the Sins of the World, bur 


isfiguffontinuing ſtill in a tumultuous Manner 
eſmeuf demand that he might be crucified, 
hold late at laſt yields to their Importuvity, 
and t0 
no 
zed 6 
ment e 
creal 


nces our Saviour to the Death of the 
roſs. Ah! Chriltians, has it never been 
our Misfortune by the like Cow ardice 
2 to 


ad againſt his own Conſcience ſen- 
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to condemn your Saviour and his Doc 
trine, and baſely to renounce in the 
Practice of your Lives the Maxims of 
his Goſpel, for fear of what the World 
will ſay : Has not too often a muc 
weaker Temptation, than the Pear of 
loſing Cæſar's Friendſhip, induced youte 
crucify again the Son of God? Be Con 
tounded and repent. 

* Confider, 2dly, How this Sentence 
Death, how unjuſt ſoever from Pilate 
vet as being moſt juſt from his etern 
Father and neceſſary for our Salvation 
was receiv'd with perfect Submiſſion, Che kh 
rity and Silence by our Redeemer. War 
thereupon was immediately ſtripp*d agait 
of his purple Garment, and clad with hi 
own Cloaths ; and a heavy Croſs « 
Length and Bigneſs proportionable tot) 
bearing a Man was laid on his wounde 
Shoulders: And two Thieves or Hig 
way Robbers, were appointed to bear hi 
Company, and to be executed with him 
To verify that Prophecy with the wicke 
he was reputed. Iſai. 53. Come now, « 
rout Souls, and take a view of your Lo 
in this his laſt Progreſs or Proceſſion. ! 
Cryer leads the Way, publiſhing - 


His CROSS, & ays 
the pretended Crimes and Blaſphemies of 
this never heard-of Malefactor: Then 

Iollowthe Soldiers and Executioners with 
Nopes, Hammers, Nails, c. After whom 
zoeth, or rather creepeth, along our High- 
Prieſt and Victim, all bruiſed and bloody, 
Jvich a Thief on each Hand, and the 
Croſs on his Shoulders, dragging it for- 
ward Step by Step; follow'd and ſur- 
rounded on all Sides by the Prieſts, the 
Scribes and the whole Mob of the Peo- 
e, curſing, reviling and ſcoffing at him: 
cr Whilſt the cruel Hangmen are haſtening 
"Cha jim forward with their Kicks and Blows. 
Ihe Ah! Chriſtians, now atleaſt take pity of 
© Hour Saviour's Sufferings, and add not 
o his Load by Sin. | 
Conſider, zaly, How our bleſſed Lord 
having for ſome Time, with unſpeakable 
abour and Torment, carried his Croſs 
thro* the Streets, at laſt falleth down un- 
der the Weight, unable to carry it any 
arther. Wonder not, my Soul, at this, 
lince beſides the Load of the Croſs op- L 
preſſing his wearied Body, wounded in 0 
very Part, and exhauſted by the Loſs of 
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o much Blood ; his heavenly Father has Wi 1 
laid upon his Shoulders another more 3h 
"0 inſup- 14 
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inſupportable Weight, viz. that of the. 
Sins of the whole World. Ah! Chris- Im 
tians, *tis under this intolerable Burthen 
that your Saviour faints and falls down,YL 
Nor is he any way eas'd of this mereileſiſ C 
Load by Simon of Cyrene, who was com K. 
pell'd to take up the Croſs, but bore nF 
Part of the Weight of our Iniquities, alli be. 
which the heavenly Father laid upon his 
beloved Son, to be cancell'd with big fa 
Blood and Death. O infinite Goodneſs oi Re 
the Father! O infinite Charity of the Sonar 
To do and ſuffer ſo much for wretchedfir! 
Man. O my Soul, ſee thou never mor det 
be ungrateful to fo loving a God. thc 
Conſider, 4thly, How our Saviour bea 
ing now arrived on Mount Calvary quiiq ine 
weartied and ſpent, the Miniſters of Hel Ve 
ſtill-perſecute him with unwearied CruflHa 
elty : And whereas, it was the Cuſtomiggot 
give to the Criminals that were to die wi 
ſtrengthening Draught of Wine ſeaſon'Ftie 
with Myrrh, they contriv'd to ming 
Gall with the Portion deſign'd for hi 
After which, they violently ſtrip him 0 
his Cloaths, which by this Time cleav! 
faſt to his Sores, opening again all hitoy 
*Wounds, and expoſing him naked Mt 
- ont ad Sham 


of the 
Chril. 
urthen 
down; 
ercileſs 


5 COM 
JOre no 
ies, al 
pon his 
vith his 
neſs of 
he Son 
retchec 
er more 
1— 
bur be 
y quite 
50 Hel 
d Cru 
ſtom te 
to die 
eaſon 
ming! 
or hi 
him 0 
cleav 
1 all bt 
hed t( 
Sham! 


His CROSS, &. 143 
Shame and Cold in the Sight of an im- 
menſe Multitude. Draw nigh now, my 
Soul, and ſee him bleeding afreſh for the 
Love of thee. O ſee how, while the 
Croſs is preparing, .he falls upon this 
Kuces, and offers himſelf to his eternal 
Father a bleeding Victim for to ap- 
peaſe his Wrath enk indled by thy Sins. 

Conſider, 5thly, How the Croſs lying 
fat on the Ground, they lay our dear 
Redeemer ſtretched out upon it, who like 
ameek Lamb makes no Refiſtance. And 
firſt drawing his right Hand to the Place 
deſigned to fix it on, they drive with 
their Hammers a ſharp groſs Nail thro” the 
Palm of his Hand, forcing its Way with 
incredible Torment thro' the Sinews, 
Veins, Muſcles and Bones, of which the 
Hand is compoſed, into the hard Wood 
of the Croſs: In the mean time the 
whole Body, to favour that Wound and 
the pierced Sinews, was naturally drawn 
towards the right Side ; but was not long 
permitted to remain ſo ; for immediately 
thefe cruel Butchers laying hold of his 
other Arm, and Hand, violently drag him 
towards the left Side, in order to nail 
that Hand alſo to the Place deſign'd for it. 
WY Then 
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Then pnlling down his Legs, they fe- 


ſten his ſacred Feet in like manner with 
Nails to the Wood: And all this with 
ſach violent Cruelty, that 'tis thought 
with ſtretching and pulling they very 
much ſtrain'd his whole Body, and dis- 


jointed it in many Parts according to thai 


of the royal Prophet; They have dug m 


Hatkas and Feet; ; they heve numbred all-my 


Bones. Pſ. 21. Ah! Chriſtians, if the 
contracting or piercing of any one Nerve 
or Sinew ; if the disjointing or diſpla 
cing of any one Bone never ſo ſmall be 
ſo cruel a Torture ; what muſt we think 
of the Torments which our Saviour en 
cured in his disjointed Body? Wh 

muſt we think of what he ſuffer'd, whe 
his Hands and Feet, where ſo many 8 
news, Muſcles, Veins and Bones al 
meet, were violently bored thro” wit 
groſs Nails? O! Let us never forget hi 
Sufferings: O! Let us never ceaſe t( 
2dmire, adore and love his Mercy. 


CHAI 
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with CHAP. XXX. 


with Our Saviour on the Croſs. 


i The Thirtieth' D a v. 


ver 
4 tis 'ONSIDER, Firſt, How the bloody 
to that Executioners, having mow nail'd 
Ing m our Saviour taſt to the Croſs, be- 
all-mygio with Ropes to raiſe him up into the 
if the Air. O! What Shouts did his Enemies 
Nerve now make, when he appear'd above the 
diſpla People's Heads? With what Blaſphe- 
nall b&mies did they ſalute him? Whilſt his 
e thinumott afflicted Mother, and other devour 
dur en Friends are pierced to the Heart at the 

Whaß digt. At length they let the Foot of 
|, wheifftbe Croſs fall into the Hole prepared for 
any Si! with a Jolt, by which our Saviour's 
Ines al mangled Body was not a little injured, 
o witland the Wounds of his Hands and Feet 
get hiwiden'd. And thus he now hangs pois'd 
eaſe m the Air in moſt dreadful Pangs and 
y. Iorments, the whole Weight of his Bo- 
J dy ſuſtain'd by hispierced Hands and Feet, 
by Which his Wounds are continually 
encreaſed ; No Place to reſt his Head on, 
but upon Thorns; no other Bed for his 
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Conſider, zaly, The infinite Charity of of 
our Saviour, and the unparallel'd Malice ifi 
of his Enemies. He amidſt his Totments the 
cries out, Father forgive them, for they Ho 
know not what they are doing. They gtinſ chi. 
and ſhake their Heads at him, ſaying, Va M 
Thon that deſtroyeſt the Temple of Gad, 
and canſt rebuild it again in three Days 
ſave now thyſelf. If thou art the Son of Gui 
come down from the Croſs : With a thou 
ſand other Reproaches and Blaſphemies 
with which he is loaded, not only 
the common People and Souldiers, but 
alſo by the chief Prieſts, Scribes, anc 
Elders, which he hears, and bears in Pa 
tience and Silence. But O! Who es 
tell us the interior Employment of hi 
bleſſed Soul all this while, that he hang 
upon the Croſs ? His Thoughts of Peacy 
towards us, his Prayers for us; the An 
guiſh and dreadful Agonies of the infer 
or Part of his Soul, and the unexpreffidl 
Joy in the ſupreme Part thereof, in th 
Glory of his Father, which was to atil 
from that plentiful Redemption, Which 
he was then imparting to poor Sinners. Fl 

Conſider, zdly, The Part that the ble tac 
ſed Virgin - Mother bore in the Sufferivgpec!l 
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ty off of her Son: And how truly here was ve- 
alicelrified that Prophecy of old Simeon, That 
nents ihe Sword ſhould pierce her very Soul. O! 
How killing a Grief muſt have oppreſs'd 
this moſt tender, and-moſt loving of all 
Mothers, when during the whole Courſe 
God, of the Paſſion of her deareſt Son, whom 

Days,ſſhe lov'd with an incomparable Love, ſhe 
was an Eye-Witneſs to all the Injuries, 
thou · Outrages and Torments that he endured, 
Ah! Bleſſed Lady, may we not truly ſay, 
that the Whips, Thorns and Nails, that 
Wpierced thy Son's Fleſh, made as deep a 
Wound in thy virgin Heart ; and that no- 
thing but a Miracle could have ſupported 
hy Life under ſuch Exceſs of Pain? But 
of bio! What a deep Wound did(t thou feel 
 hangWin thy Soul, when thy dying Son recom» 
* PeacFQmended thee to his beloved Diſciple St. 
he Au; giving to thee the Son of Zebedes 
 inferigin exchange for the Son of God? Bleſs 
reffidied Virgin, we gladly acknowledge thee 
„in thor our Mother bequeath'd to us all in 
to arilthe Perſon of St. John : O! By all thy 
whichßufferings, remember us poor baniſh'd 
mers. Nhildren of Eve, before the Throne of 
he bleſſorace! Chriſtians, learn the admirable 
ffetinLeſſons which your Lady teaches you 
= at 
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at the Foot of the Croſs ; learn h 
unſhaken Faith, and undoubted Hope 
learn her perfect Reſignation, Patience 
and Fortitude. O! Learn from her t 
love Jeſus, and deteſt Sin, the true Cauſe 
of all his Sufferings. | 
Conſider, 4thly, How all Things ſeen 
now to have conſpired againſt our dearf; . 
eſt Lord. His Father has forſaken him 
His Mother's Preſence and Grief pierce 
him to the Heart. As for his own ApoſF;.. 
tles, one of them has betray*d him; ano. 
ther has denied him; all have abandon . 
him: His Friends, and thoſe whom h@ 
had moſt favour'd and miraculouſly cu 
red, now either join with his Perſecutor 
or at leaſt are aſhamed of him: His E 
nemies triumph and inſult over him. Ht 
own Body by its Weight is a Tormea 
to him. But what moſt of all afflicts hin 
is to ſee the Ingratitude of Chriſtians, ty 
little Benefit they will make of his DeatY; . 
and Paſſion, and the eternal Loſs of , 
many Souls redeem'd by his precio! 
Blood. Ah! Sweet Jeſus, ſuffer me ne 
to be one of that unhappy Number: Sul. 
fer me not to be ſo miſerable, as to oi 
with thy Enemies in crucifying thee 
Sin ! Ci 
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Our Saviour on the Croſs. 179 1 
Confider, 5thly, The Leſſons that our 7 i 
Saviour gives us by his laſt Words upon | 
the Croſs. Firſt, Of perfe& Love and E 
Charity to his Enemies, by praying for 
them, and excuſing them to his eternal 
Father : Father forgive them, for they know 4 
wt what they do. O let us learn from our c 
tying Redeemer this neceſſary Leſſon, to 1 
ove and pray for thoſe that hate and per- 4 
ſecute us; and inftead of aggravating their: 
time, to excuſe it and impute it to y 
their Ignorance : O! How true is it oß Ji 
very Sinner, he knows not that he 1s de- 4 
mg : Otherwiſe he would never dare to j 
fly in the Face of infinite Majeſty ; he ad 
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ould never be ſo mad as to renounce 
Heaven for a Trifte, and caſt himſelf 
town the Precipice that leads to Hell. 
1dly, Learn the Efficacy of a ſincere Con- | 
erſion, and an humble Confeſſion of Sins, 17 | 
in the plenary Indulgence given by our 3H 
tying Saviour to the good Thief. A- 4 
nen I ſay unto thee, this Day thoa ſhalt be 
ith me in Paradiſe. 3dly, Learn a filial 
Devotion to the Virgin-Mother, recom- 
mended to us all by her Son, in the Per- 
lon of St. John, Behold thy Mother. qthly, 
earn the Greatneſs of the interior An« 
; guiſh 
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guiſh of thy Saviour's Soul. from thoſe 
Words, My God, My God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me? Alas! It was for no other 
Reaſon, but that poor ſinful Man might 
not be forſaken. 5, From that 
Word of thy crucified Feſ#s, I thirſt, 
take notice of two violent Thirſts, which 
thy Saviour endured upon the Croſs; the 
one corporal, proceeding from his ha- 
ving faſted ſo long, paſſed thro? ſo many 


 Torments, and ſhed ſo much Blood; 


the other ſpiritual in his Soul by the ve- 
hement Detire of our Good and Salvati- 
on. But O! Cruel Wretches, who would 
give him nothing but Vinegar to quench 
his corporal T hicit : More cruel Sinners, 
who inſtead of. ſatisfying his ſpiritual 
Thirſt by Gratitude and Devotion, give 
him nothing but the Gall and V inegar 0 
Sin and Wickedneſs! 6zbly, From theſe 
Words of our dying Saviour, it is con- 
ſummated, learn to rejoyce that the whole 
Work of Man's Redemption is now 
perfected; that the Figures and Prophe- 
cies of the Law are all fulfill'd ; and the 
Hand-writing that ſtood againſt us, is now 
compleatly cancelled by the Blood oi 


our Redeemer. 72hly, From thoſe lall 
Word 
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Words of our expiring Lord, Father, in- 
to thy Hands I commend my Spirit. Learn 
both in Life and Death to commit thy- 
ſelf wholly to thy God. Happy they that 
ſtudy well theſe Leſſons, which their 
great Maſter teaches them from the Chair 
of his Croſs! 


» 


G HAP. AEAXXEL 
Os the Death of our Saviour. 


The Thirty-firt Da x. 


OnsIDER, Firſt, How our Lord 
having ſpoken thoſe laſt Words, 
Father, into thy Hands I commend 

my Spirit, with a loud and ſtrong Voice; 

leaning down his Head in perfect Submiſ- 
ſion to his Father's Will, and perfe& 

Charity to us poor Sinners, to whom in 

this Poſture he offer'd as it were the Kiſs 

of Peace, breath'd forth his pure Soul, 
and thus ended his mortal Life, which 
from the very firſt Moment, till now,had 
deen nothing elſe but a Series of Suffer- 
ings endured for us. Run in now,mySoul, 
and approach boldly to thy Redeemer, 
kiſs his ſacred Feet, view his pale Limbs, 
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132 On the Death . © 
count at leiſure all his Wounds, and la- 
ment thy Sins for which he ſuffer'd t 
them all. LEY LT 40d 
Conſider, 2 1 In the Paſſion of our 1 
Saviour, the T'ruth of thoſe Words, 
which he himfelf deliver'd upon another It. 
Occaſion, He that ſhall bamble himſelf I fe 
ſpall be exalted : And ſee how our Lord, If fc 
having humbled himſelf to the Death of de 
the Croſs, was even at that very Time C 
honour'd and exalted by his heavenly Fa- ſh: 
ther, and that many Ways. For during B: 
the Time that he was upon the Croſs, Nat 
the Sun for three Whole Hours: withdrew I me 
bis Light; and at his Death the Earth I has 
trembled, the Rocks were (ſplit, and the me 
Monuments were open'd: The Veil of T 
the Temple which hung before the Sanc- I bru 
tuary, was rent from top to bottom; the 
People touch'd with theſe Wonders went 
home knocking their Breafts, and he 
Centurion, or Captain of the Guards,pub 
lickly profeſs'd, that this Man, whom 
they had crucified, was truly the Son df 
God. Rejoyce, Chriſtian Soul, to fee thy}?! 
Saviour's Death thus honour'd ; and lea 
under all Events to confide in God, whop; 


will make all the Malice of thy Enemie o 
77 tum! 
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d turn at laſt to thy Honour and Advdh- | 
_ If tage. Sit now down at the Foot of the 
our | Croſs, and there at leiſure, | 
rds, Conſider, zaly, And repeat in thy Mind 
ther the Multitude and vaſt Variety of Suf- 
oſelf © ferings, which uy Saviour has enduted 
ord tor thee, ftom his Entrance into the Gar- 
aden of Cerbſemani, till his expiting on the 
dime I Ctofs. View them one by one, and thon 
Fa- ſhalt ſee that not one Part of his ſacred 
aring Body (which being the moſt perfect, was 
roſs, at the ſame Time the moſt tender and 
drew || molt ſenſible of Pain of any that ever 
Barth | has been) was free from its peculiar Tor- 
id the ment. His. Head was crown'd with 
1 off { borfis ; his Face defiled with Spittle, all 
nc-bruis'd, and black and blue with Blows ; 
his Hair and Beard pluck'd and torn ; 
his Mauth drench'd with Gall and Vine- 
gar; his Shoulders oppreſs'] with the 
Weight of the Croſs ; his Hands and Feet 
pierced with Nails ; his. whole Body ex- 
hauſted with *a bloody Sweat ; mangled 
and laid open with Whips and Scourges ; 
his Limbs wearied out, and all disjointed 
upon the Croſs, What he ſuffer'd in his 
oul was not one Jot leſs, but rather 
Wifinicely more, than what he ſuffer'd in 
F 3 his 
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his Body. Witneſs, that mortal Anguiſh 
which caſt him into his Agony in the Gat- 
den; witneſs, that grievous Complaint 
on the Croſs, My God, my God, why haſi 
thou forſaken me? He ſuffer'd moreover 
in his Reputation (which is often dearer 
to a Man than Life) by falſe Witneſſes, 
and outragious Calumnies and Impoſi- 
tions: He ſuffer'd in his Honour by all 
Kind of Reproaches and Affronts: He 
ſuffer'd in his Goods, being deſpoil'd of 
his very Cloaths,and hanging naked upon 
the Croſs : He ſuffer'd in his Friends, be- 
ing forſaken by them - all : Not to ſpeak 
of other Sufferings, which are uſually 
molt ſenſible to Fleſh and Blood, viz. 
the Ingratitude of thoſe, whom he had 
favour'd with his Miracles, the Tri- 
umphs of his Enemies, their Inſults over 
his Diſciples, c. And in all thoſe Sut- 
ferings, he denied himſelf thoſe Com- 
forts which he uſually affords his Ser- 
vants under their Croſſes, and which 
have made the greateſt Torments of the 
Martyrs not only tolerable, but often- 
times ſweet and comfortable, But he 


would allow himſelf no other Coy 
ut 
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but that of doing the Will of his Fa- 
ther, and purchaſing our Redemption. 

Conſider, athly, Who it is that ſuffers 
all this; and thou ſhalt find that he is 
the eternal Son of God ; equal and con- 
ſubſtantial to his Father ; the great Lord; 
and Maker of Heaven and Earth, infinite 
in Power, infinite in Wiſdom, infinite 
in all Perfections. But for whom does 
he ſuffer all this? For poor Man, a 
wretched Worm of the Earth ; for un- 
grateful Sinners, Traytots to his eternal 
Father, and to himſelf; for thoſe very 
Jews that crucified him ; for us Mortals, 
who for the moſt part were never like 
to thank him, or even ſo much as think 
of his Sufferings. O! How admirable. 
art thou, O Lord, in all thy Ways, but 
in none mare than in the Contrivances 
of thy Mercy.! O! How does this Paſ- 
tion of our Redgemer ſet out, and illuſ- 
trate all the Attributes of God! 'Tis 
here we diſcover his infinite Goodneſs 


Ind Charity, in thus wonderſully com- 


municating - himſelf to us, and laying 
down his own Life for us. Tis here 


Je diſcover his unparallel'd Mercy, in 


taking upon himſelf our Miſeries, and en- 
1 during 
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during the Stripes due to out, Sins. Here 
we ſee the admirable Wiſdom of his 
Providence, in opening to us by his own 
Death, the Fountains of Life. Here 
we learn to fear his Juſtice, which fell 
ſo heavy upon his own Son, who had 
but cloath'd himſelf in the Reſemblance 
of a Sinner, in order to make Attone- 
ment for our Sins. O ! What muſt 
the Guilty themſelves one Day expect 
at his Hands, if they don't prevent the 
Terrors of his Juſtice, by laying hold of 
his preſent Mercy ? 

Confider, 5thly, Ta the Sufferings of 
thy Saviour the infinite Malice, the un- 
parallel'd Heinouſneſs of mortal Sin, 
which was not to be cancell'd, but by 
the laſt Drop of the Blood of the Son 
of God. This is one of the chief Leſ- 
ſons, which thy Saviour deſires to read 
thee from the Croſs; thou canſt not 
pleaſe him better, than by ſtudying well 
this great Leſſon. O]! Never be fo 
ungrateful, as to crucify him again by 
mortal Sin, O ! Let not that Mon- 


ſter live in thee, for the deſtroying of 


which, Chriſt himſelf would dle. 
f I N I S. 
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Rules of a Chriſtian Life, 


To be obſerved ky all that defire to ſecure 
to themſelves a happy Eternity. 


1. CEttle in thy Soul a firm Reſolu- 
tion upon no Account whatever 
to conſent to mortal Sin. This 

Reſolution is the very Foundation of a 

virtuous Life: Whoſoever is not arti- 

ved thus far, has not yet begun to ſerve 

God. Without this Reſolution, 'tis in 

vain for any one to flatter himſelf with 

the Hopes of living holily, or dying 
happily. 

2. In order to enable thyſelf to keep 
this Reſolution, be diligent in flying all 
dangerous Occaſions, ſuch as bad Com- 
pany, lewd or prophane Books, immo- 
deft Plays, Sc. For he that loves the 
Danger, ſhall periſh in it, Eccl. 3. v. 27. 

3. Watch all the Motions of thy 
Heart, and reſiſt the firſt Impreſſions of 
Evil; keep a Guard upon thy Senſes 
and thy Imagination, that the Enemy 
may not ſurprize thy Soul by theſe 

Avenaes, 


188 Rules of a 


Avenues. Contemn not ſinall Faults, 
leſt by degrees thou fall into greater. 
4. Fly an idle Life as the Mother of 
al! Miſchief, and take it for a certain 
Truth, that an idle Life will never 


bring a Chriſtian to Heaven. 


5. Never omit upon any Account 
thy Morning and Evening Prayers. lu 
the Morning remember always to pre- 
ſent to God the firſt Fruits of the Day, 
by giving him thy firſt Thoughts: Make 
an Offering to him of all the Actions 
of the Day; and renew this Oblation 
at the Beginning of every Thing thou 
doeſt. Whether you eat or drink, ſays 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 10. v. 31, or whatever 
elſe you do, do all for the Glory of God. 

6. In thy Evening Prayers, make a 
daily Examination of thy Conſcience, 
Calling thyſelf to an Account how thou 
haſt paſs'd the Day; and whatever Sins 


thou diſcovereft, labour to waſh them 
away by penitential Tears, before thou 
layeſt thyſelf down to fleep. 
knows but that Night may be thy laſt? 
In going to Bed, think on the Grave ; 
compoſe thyſelf to reſt in the Arms of 
thy God; and, if thou wake in the 
| Night, 


Who 
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Night, raiſe thy Thoughts to him, who 
is always watching over thee. | 

7. Befides thy Morning and Evening 
Devotions, ſet aſide ſome Time in the 
Day for Prayer, more particularly Men- 
ta /, by an interior Converſation of thy 
Soul with God, her only true and ſove- 
raign Good. In the midſt of all thy 
Employments, keep thyſelf as much as 
poſſible in the Preſence of God, and 
frequently aſpire to him by ſhort Ejacu- 
lations. Read often ſpiritual Books, as 
Letters or Meſſages ſent thee from Hea- 
ven. And, if thy Circumſtances per- 
mit, aſſiſt daily at the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs. 

8. Frequent the Sacraments at leaſt 
once a Month, and take ſpecial Care 
to prepare thyſelf to receive them wor- 
thily. ; 

9. Have a great Devotion to the Paſ- 
ſion of Chriſt; and often meditate up- 
on his Sufferings. 

10. Be particularly devout to his bleſ- 
ſed Mother; take her for thy Mother, 
and ſeek upon all Occaſions her Pro- 
tection and Prayers: But learn withal 
to imitate her Virtues. 

11. Study 


8 1 wü 8³4m A ⁰˙·m̃ ̃ p; . ⏑⏑ ᷑ — — — — . 
- * ——— — 
+ Y 


190 Rules of a Chriſtian Life, &c. 
11. Study to find out thy predomi- W / 
nant Paſſion, and labour with all thy 
Power to root it out. 
12. Let not a Day paſs without of- 
fering to God ſome Acts of Contrition 
for thy paſt Sins: And ſtrive to main- 
tain in thy Soul a penitential Spirit. + 
13. Beware of Self- love as thy greateſt 
Enemy: And often uſe Violence to 
thyſelf by Self-denials 'and Mortificati- 
ons: Remember the Kingdom of Hea- Þ /) 
ven is not to be taken, but by Violence, | © 
St. Matt. 11, v. 12. „ 
14. Give Alms according to thy A- 
bility. For Judgment withoxe Mercy i 0 
him that has not ſhewed Mercy. St. Janes 2 
2. v. 13. Set a great Value upon ſpiri- 9 
tual! Alms- Deeds, by ſtriving all thou 
eanſt to reclaim unhappy Sinners; and 0, 
for that end daily bewail their Miſery 
in the Sight of thy God. no 
15. Be exact in all the Duties of thy I © 
Calling, as having to give an Account | ©: 
one Day to that great Maſter, who has 
allotted to each one of us our reſpec- 
tive Station in his Family. 1 0: 
16. Remember always thy laſt Things, fl © 


and thou foalt never Sin. ECCl, 7. 
bo < A 
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